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PREFQ&E.-:\

Samanar Malai’ — The Jain Hill —is a
sacred hil] of historical importance. It is
gituated five miles to the west of Madurai.
Anyone making°a bus-journey from Madura
to Periakulam cannot m#ss the hill on his way.
If he alights at a small village named Pudu-
kkottal and walkd about a furlong southwards,
he tan easily reach the spot. For over two
thousand years it has been the abode of
several Jain saints and it contains the sacred
images of several Tirthankkaras like Adinatha
and Paryvanatha. There are also some irmpor-
tant Brami and Vattezuthu inscriptions on the
rocks. This hill of ancient reminiscences now
lies in comparative obscurity and there are
very few who know its importance. Recently
quite unexpectedly, I had the opportunity of
visiting the hill when I was shocked to find
that quarrying for gravel was in full swing
regardless of its importance. Immediately I
exerted myself and represented the matier to
the Department -of’ Archeaology, Southery
circle, Madra,s and the district collector of
Mudura and steps were immediately taken by
them to stop further destruction and the hill
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was finally brought under °‘Protected Monu-
ments.’ _This book isthe result of my visit to,
the sacred hill and T have ewplained here its
importance and of the inscriptions on it.

I hope and trust that this will bring olit
clearly to +the readers the greAt services
-rendered by Jain Saints not qnly to the Tamil
Language but also to<the general welfare and
prosperity of the Tamil country.

It is more than a year since I prepared the
manuscript but as I lacked facilities to publish
it, it was lying idle with me. Th& unexpegted
help that I have now received to bring out this
publication is as unforeseen as my visit to the
~ sacred hill. At the <end of last April that
greatsavant and philanthropist and a friend of
humanity in general and Jainism in particular,
Sri Chotelaljee Jain, General Secretary, Vira
Sasana Sangha of Calcutta, paid a visit to
Madras. On behalf of Thruthakkadevar
- Tlakkiya Mandram, (literary Association)
Madras, an address of welcome and falicitations
was also presented to him by Sha Mohanmulji
Chordia, founder of theMadras Jain College,
on the 22nd May, 1954. HlS~ magnjficent work
for ~the - preservat:ton and - propagation of
Jainism and Jain Culture is« wtll known.
His love for huimanity is equalled only by
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his enthusiasm for the study and preservation
of ancient monuments, temples, inscriptions;
paintings and manuscripts and commands in
no small measure our gratitude. The printing
of this book was naturally gladly undertaken
by him as he felt that it is only such publica-
tions that could rouse interest in the minds of
people who are .ignorant of the historical
importgnce of our several sacred monuments.
I cannot be sufficiently grateful to him for
his kindness ande,encouragement.

' I have supplemented my work with
extracts from literary sources. The History
of ‘* Samanar Malai’, and the evidences from
inscriptions, so kindly sent to me by Sri
M. Venkataramayya, m.a. M. Litt.. Assistant
Epigraphist, Government of India, Ootacamund
are included at the end of this book. Sri
K. R. Srinivasan, u.a., Superintendent, Depart-
ment of Archaeolbg_y has kindly helped me in
writing the inscriptions in romanscript, adding
the diacritical marks and translating them in
English which are published in the last pages.

My thanks are dus in no small measure to
the Vira Sasana Sangha of Calcutta, for having
financed me in'bringing out this booklet. I
‘offer my tharks to Sri M. Venkataramayya,
Asgistant Epigraphist, for his article and:
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inscriptions and to Sri K.R. ‘Srinivagan for the
translations. I wish to make a special mention
of my thanks to my other friends who have
helped me in the publication of this book. Sri
Vidwan T. L. Loganathan of the Hindu Theo-
logical High School, Madras and Sri Vidwan
Dhanakoti, Tamil pandit, the T.‘T. V. High
- School, Madras, have kindly assisted me in
correcting the proofsy , Sri K.A. Varthamanan
Jain and Sri P. Baskaranath Jain have kindly*
corrected the English proofs. I thank these
and-all others who have helped me in one-way
or other in this project. ’

On the last page of the book, I have
included some Jaina images that are found in
the Hills at Uthamapalayam, in Madurai dis-
trict. Mr. Mohammed Ismail, Secretary,
‘Karutha Rowther Howdia High School,
Uthamapalayam not only brought fto my
notice of these Jaina images but very kindly
sont me also their photos and my grateful
thanks are due to him in no small measure.

ﬂjf. cib J)rtpa[,
Madras.

10—11—1954.
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MADRAS, July, 14.

Regent dlscoverles of archaeologma.l interest

were eoxplained by Dr. B’ Ch. Chhabra, Govern-

meht Epigraphist for India, in an interview with
a representative of the Hindu to-day-

. “Some jgin inscriptions of about the 10th
century A. D. in Samanar Malai, Seven miles
from Madura, had also come to the notice of the
department,” he said, and added that steps were
being taken to prevent the’quarrying of the rocks
there. The place he said, was an early jain
settlement and there was jain bass reliefs with
inscriptions in Vattezhuthu characters.”

Hindu, 15—7—1949.
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Superintendent,
Department of Archaeology, Madras - 9

Southern Circle, ° 4th Mareh *50.-

Fort St. George.
My Dear Sripal,

Your kind letter of the 3rd instant. You
will be pleaged to know that the Mathurai
Samanar Malai is now a protected monument
and the “Collector is doing his very best to-
see that there are no prejudicial quarrying
in the vicinity of the monuments.

With kind regards.
Yours sincerely,
(Sd.) V. D. Krishnasamy.

sr@iurgrs @ale Hihs, Qe erendar (g
Qoveirer @ 10 sbas QFbGG. “QoI0) F-bS Y5
gSgrer Quiibwpig AST@per. & sig s sL
udrea o  wg g8sedr, Gsalarsggl wunGer
Qaers QomsslBgen | Gobseuld BavGon audf
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The Jaina vestiges and inscriptions on
‘these hills are found at different spois which,
for the sake of convenience of descripfion,’may
be called A, B, C, etc. All "the inscriptions
‘oxcept one are in the Tamil language. This
one is in Kannada. - - <oy

~ Spot A: Paﬂchavafpadukkat: This lies
on the western tip of the hill near Alampatti
or Muttuppatti ande 11: is locally krown as
Panchavarpadukkal i.e., the beds of the
panchavar, in virtue of the fact that this spot
contains a number of stone beds (padukkai).
hewn on the rock. The beds lie upder an over-,
hanging boulder which has a dripline cutf all
along its outer extremity to prevent water
from oozing down’ the boulder and flowing into
the beds of the cavern. On this boulder are
carved two Tamil inscriptions (Nos.I and IT)"
in Brahmi characters assignable to the early
centuries of the Christian era. In the cavern,
close to the beds, is a seated Jaina image fixed
on a pedestal. Near the image is engraved
another Brahmi inscription which is highly
damaged. Its text is not, therefore, furnished
here. On the overhanging boulder itself are
carved itwo niches, each. of_which contains a
Jaina image. Two inscriptions (III and IV)
in Vattezuthu characters of a.bout the tenth -
century A.D. are engraved, one below each of
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‘the-images, on this boulder. 'Thi's‘ spot A con-
tains, no ether ins¢riptions. ‘
P Spot B: Settippodavu —Thls spot lies at
fthe 'south-western -tip of the Samanarmalai-
rapge along its western slope. The spot directly
faces. the v1llage of Kilkuyilkudi. It consists
- of a natural' cave (podavu, vulgo for pudai)
-and is loca,lly called - Settjppodavu, evidently
on account of the fact that at the entrance to
the cavern, on its proper left, is.carved on the
g ock a huge ¢ geated Jaina figure. On the lower
belt Sf the pedestaL of this image is engraved a
Vattezuthu .ifiscription (No. V) in-characters
-of about the tenth century "A. D. within the
cave, on the arched roof are cut in niches five
groups of *sculptures with three Vattezuthu
inscriptions (Nos. VI, VII and VIII) engraved
below the central group. The first of the
‘sculptures represents a female warrior sitting
on a lion with & drawn bow in the right hand
and an arrow in her left. Intwo of her other
hands she holds some weapons. Facing the
lion vehicle is an elephant ridden by a male
figure who holds a sword in one hand and a
shield in the other. The whole panel may be
taken to represent the Jaina goddess, Ambika,
_who is usually pictuted in this wise. Next to
"this are threo figures of Jaina ascestics seated
on pedestals. They bear triple umbrellas over-
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head. -In the fifth" and last niche is carved a
female figure seated on a pedestal with her
right leg hanging down the pedestal and the
other¢<folded cross-wise on the seat. In the
palm of her right hand she holds an object
which looks like a lotus bud. Among the Jatna
goddesses, Padmavati is usually *pictured as
holding a lotus bud. No other inscriptions
besides the above four are found in this place.

Spot. C: Pechchippallam :—This gpot
lies on the eastern slopes of the Samanarmalai
hills at their southern extreml‘av, close to
Settippodavn which lies on the western side of "
the hills. The spot called Pechchippallam is
situated slightly higher up the hill, on a level
ground in front of a %ock which bears a row of
Jaina sculptures. Five of them are of the J aina:
Tirthankara Suparsva. Below these Jaina
sculptures are six Vattezuthu inscriptions
(Nos. 1X, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV). On
another rock facing these sculptures, is
engraved another inscription (No. XV) also in
Vattezutht characters. The script of some of
these may be assigned to the 8—9th century
A.D. while that of the rest may be placed
in the 9—10th century .A.Q.‘

Spot D: Proceeding higher\éup the hill
from Spot C another Spot D is reached where

L]
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there are ruins of a temple, the basement of
which alone remains intact. On ome of the
tiers of the basement is engraved an incom-
‘plete inscription (No. XVI) in Vattézuthu
characters of about the tenth century A.D.

. Spot E+gfiFurther up the hill, very near
the top, stands a sfone lamp post. At the foot
of the pest, but a fittle avsay from it, another
inseription (No. XVII) is found engraved on
the'surface of the, rock which at this spot is
‘Pevel, The record is written in Kannada and
has one line in *Tamil. The script of the
writing, both Tamil and Kannada may be
’g.ss:tgned to the 11th or 12th century A. D.

" The texts of the imscriptions (No’sf I
to XVIII) are given below.

Nos. I and 1I (Brahmi script-Tamil
. language)

-Label A. Vindai-ara.
B. Saiya-alan.
C. Kaviga.

Ng. I1I (Tamil)

1. Sva.lsti 8ri (11*) Venbu-nzttu-k-kurandi-
asta-upa-
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' 9. - Vasi - bafirar - matakkar - Guiasena-
devar Guna~

3. ~Sena- devar- Manzkkar- Kanakavira=p-
4pér1yac:i1kaj :

4. . -l-Nat@arru-p- purattu-amirta-parakkis
5.. -rama - na (1) larana - Kuyirkudi- arar-

6. -1- veyvitta-firumeni (1*) palli*

7. -c-civikaiyar-raksai II

Translation:

Hail ! prospenty ! Gunasenadevar (Wwas)
the pupil of Astopavasi Bhattara of Kurandi in
Venbunada (Dlstmct) Kanakavira-p-periya-
‘dikal (Who was) the pupll of Gunasena d&va
caused this holy image to be made on behalf of
the residents of Kuyirkudi ( village) also called
Amirta parakrama nattur in Nattarru-p-puram.
May this be under the protection of the Palli-c-
civikaiyar. '

No. IV. (Tamil)’

1. Svasti-Sri (11*) ‘.’Parantaka parvata-'
mayina-te- o

2. -(n-va- )-ttal-p perum-palll

3. k- kugandl-a_sta-upa.-Vam-ba'_cara-



(4

4. -1'-m§n§kEar- maganandi-p-pe

d. ‘riyar- n?a"_c’ga;gu-p-purat-

6. -tu;nittir-péril-s'eyvich‘

7. -cha-tirumeni 111- Sri-palli-c-

8. -ciyikaiyar raksai 11-
Translation : .

Hail | prosperity! The perum-palli (Great
temple and Monastry) of Tenvattai (Southern
reglon) also called Parantaka-parvata-
Maganandi- -p-periyar disciple of Astopavasi
Bhattara caused this holy image to be made on
behalf of the nattar (residents of the district) of
Nattarruppura,m May this be under the
protection of the Sri Pallf-ch- 01v1ka,1yar

No., V. (Tamil)

1.' i emattuk-kurandi-t- tirukkat - tam-
-palh k- kana,kanand1-p-

2. (patara) r- Abhmandana-batara.r-a— var
manzkkar- A rimandala-batarar-

3. Abhinandana-batarar - seyvitta - tiru-
meni

Tmnslatzon

I (Kanaka nandi bhattara of Tiru-
kkattampalh (Monastry) of Kuranddi-in
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vembunzdu- A bhinandana bhattara-His disciplé
was Arimandala bhattara.. The holy 1mage e
caused to be made by Abhmandana bhatta&a»

No. VL (Tamil)

1. Svasti Sri(11%) venbu-natti-k-kurandi
2.. -1%~tirukk?i‘g§?imypal_11—k~b (
3. ‘-Guxgaé/éna-dev;r-‘min‘a‘kkar-Va-
4. ~rt£a-m§na-p-par_1c_1italc'-mi‘nﬁkf -
5. "-kar-Gunqséna-p-perigral'
6. -dikal-seyvitta-ti
7 -Ijuméni- (?)—‘—e
Transiation :

~ Hail ! Prosperity! The holy image caused
to be made by Gunasena Periyadikal disciple of
Vardhamana Panditar (who was in turn)
the disciple of Gunasena deva of Txrukkattam- .
palli in Kurandi in Venbunadu

No VII. (Tamll)
1; Svasti Sri (11x) Ippalh-yﬁdaiya.-(}u-
2. nasena-dévar-sattan- Dey%(za~
3. bala devan- ey vitha tiruméni 1 (1x)



Ttranslation ®

Haill Prosperity! The holy image caused
© $0.be made by Déyvabaladeva the sattan (chief
disciple) of Guna.senadeva of this - palli
( monastry) )

" No. VIII (’I‘amll)
1. Svasti Sri (11*) Ippajli-al-
. 2. -kinra-Gupasenadevar-satta (n)
8 i+ -Anidalaiyim. Kalakkudl (ta) n-vai
4. -Kai-Andalaiyan...... (Kai) yali (yai)
5. -C. sartti-seyvitta-tira- -
.6.  ~-menj 111
Yransiation :

Haﬂ' Prosperity | Andalaiyan the sattan
( chief dzsolple) of Gunasznadévar who presides
over this palli (Monastry). The;holy 1mage
caused to be made by Andala1yan of Kalak-
kudi..........on behalf of ......Kaiyali...

No. IX. (Tamil)
S'ri- A ghcha-nandi
tayar-Gunamati
yir?s’éyvit-
ta-tirumani-Sri (11*)

i
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No X1l (Tamil)

1. Sri (11%) Venbu-nattu’

2. o tirukkurandi~

3. padhamulattan- -

4. amittin-ma(rai)-

9. -Kal-kanakana (n) di-ge-
7 6. -vicha-tirumeyi (11%) )
Transiation :

Prosperity/!- The holy image caused to, be
made by Amittin Mara,lkal K“ana,kanandl the
‘padamulattan of - Tirukkurandi in Venbunadu_
(distriet). .

1. Svasti Sti (11*) Ippa-

2. -lli udaiya-Guna-

3. -S€na-devarsattan- °.
4, Ara1yan—Kav1d1 (s'a)-
5. ngana.mbbyal -C-

6. Charti-ch-Saivicha-

7: tirumeni (11%)
Translation:

Hail! Prosperity! The boly 1mage caused
to be made by Ariyan Kavidi, the sattan (chief
disciple) of . Gunasénadevar -of * this. Palli.
(monastry), on behalf of Sanga-nambi (11%)
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No XV (Tamil)
-1 "S'v,asti*S’ri\(ll* Ippalliw...... .

2. ......Gupasena davar...manak....s....
E; AR o kar-chq.ndrapré,bha,
4’- ‘ - . v eon
5. L
B eveoeereeene vitta

_Trapslation:

Hail I, Prosperity! (The holy image)
caused to be made by... z
chandraprabha ...... ’nhe d1501ple of
...the disciple®of Gunasena
devar of thls Palli (monastry) ‘

NoXVI (Tamil)

1: Ivvandu - i‘ra,ttaiyin.
2. Sriparama............ri-raksai
Translation :
@ [ ]

line 1 "In this year......Irattaiyan...

% ‘May this be under the protec-
tlon of Sri parama..
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No XVII Kannada and Tamil)
1. Ariyadevaru
2.* Ariyadevar
3. Mulasangha Beia.gula Balachan-
4. dradevaru Nemidevaru Su (ryya)
5. Prata (pa Ama,sena devaru
6. Govadhana devaru

7. ra madi:..sa (ta) r@ II

Translation :
Ariyadevaru. Ariyadevar.
Mila-sangha. Belagula-Bala-
chandradevaru. Nemidevaru. :Surya-

pratapa. Ajitasenadevari....s..
having performed, died.
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