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FOREWORD.

1 feel it to be a privilege as well as a pleasure, an act of duty as well
as an act of devotion, to write a foreword to this work, which aims ata
pictorial representation of the immortal story of the *“Ramayana”. My
moble and pious friend, Mr. V. Vijayaraghavachariar, has been senmg God
fand Man in many ways in his own quiet unostentatious way, He is one
"of those God’s good men “ who do good by stealth and blush to find it
fame”. I am castin an earthlier mould and am resolved that goodness
of such a unique character should not only have scope for quiet work but
should also have wide publicity as well. I am of opinion that anti-divine
forces have had too much effectiveness in India, to day, because pious
workers have shrunk from asserting themselves and from giving battle to
the forces of selfishness and unrighteousness.

There is a well-known saying that he who opens a school closes a
a prison. It is equally true that he, who writes a book presenting a pageant
of the soul of the race, opens a school or rather many schools, and also
closes many prisons. “ Things seen are mightier than things heard”
says the poet. The real justification for the temple Utsavams is that
they present spiritual pageants in symbolic forms which attract the eye
and instruct the mind and melt the heart. In the great, though now
ruined, temples at Humpi—where even the air is as yet redolent of the
glories of the Vijayanagar empire which is one of the proofs of the Hindu
genious for political integration, I saw on the walls, the sculptured presen-
tation of the story of the Ramayana. In the Sri Rama temple at Kumba-
konam, I saw when I was young the mural paintings descriptive of the
Ramayana story. I used to run away there often, and commune in spirit
with the heroes of the past who lived in the spacious days of old. Even
when 1 was a student in the local College, I felt the spell of the pictures.
They seemed to becken me away from the petty futilities of our present
life—cramming and wage earning and decay and death. They sur-
srounded me with “ an ampler ether and diviner air ” and lowered me with
“ the depth and not the tumult of the soul.”

There is a statement in the Ramayana that, when God came ina
human form limiting himself out of compassion so as to draw to
himself the dazzled eyes and melted hearts of men and women, the Veda,
which like the Supreme was difficult of approach and comprehension,
_became easy and lovely in the form of the Ramayana. There is also a
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prophecy that the Ramayana will endure as long as the hills shall endure
and the streams shall flow. The statement and the prophecy are as tru
to-day, as they were when they were first made, and seem to be destined
to be true for all time.

The drama aims at presenting a direct appeal to the eye, whereas a
poet can appeal only to the ear. But the dramatist can succeed only in
proportion to the response of the actors, who after all could hardly rise
equal to his stature. The painter has no doubt the disadvantage tha.
his creations are dumb but he can use his colours so as to create forms
which are perfectly expressive of his ideas, whereas human actors could
at best express the ideas only in an imperfect manner.

The total aim of all the endeavours of the poets and artists and sages
and saints of India is to link the soul to God and enable us to win our
birthright of bliss. Devotion is the secret of the transmutation by which
work becomes worship, concentration becomes meditation, and knowledge
becomes wisdom and ripens into realisation. This pictorial pageant is
sure to enkindle devotion and deserves wide public appreciation and
patronage. i

KUMBAKONAM (Sd.) K. S. RAMASWAMY SASTRI.
13th Feb, '35 % Retired District Judge.
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