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VAKATA AKARATI

The present work ¢ Vakata Akarati” (Medical dictionary)
is from a single manuscript No. 472, preservedsin the Dr. U V.
Swaminatha Iyer Library. There seems to have beeﬁ?evefal ‘such
works in different regions, mainly as guides to the medical practi-
oners of the native system. Some of these ¢ Daksha Nayanar
Vaidya Attavanai” ¢ Vaidya malai Akaradi’ etc. have appeared
in print. The present one is another such work, differing
from the earlier printed versions in some respects. The words are
arranged in alphabetical order and their meanings given. Only
one meaning is given for each word, obviously for the easy guid-
ance of the practitioner. However, for a few words, the names of
the vareties of the same species are also given, For example,
under the word * Arici ”— it is said there are six vareities of
““ Arici. —Veppal arici, Vila arici, Ela arici, Karkol arici, uluvel arici,
and korampal arici. Only the names of rice, used in medical context
seem tofind a place; the others do not, as for example miingil arici
(bamboo rice so frequently mentioned in literature.) Nearly 50%, of
the words listed are of obscure origin, and a few sound totally Non.
Tamil or Non-Sanskritic. In view of the hazardous nature, nc
systematic work seems to have been attempted on the language
of the native medical practioners and the etymology of their voc-
abulary. No serious attempt has been undertaken to date
atleast some of the important Native-medical texts, in a chorno-
logical perspective. With the Native system relegated to the back
ground, due to historical reasons, and very few competent authori-
ties available to undertake critical work, it seems that the present
might be the last generation which could attempt, however feeble
it might be, to record the knowledge of this system, which was



once prevalent throughout the length and breadth of the country
and whieh has left several thousand manuscripts. The loss would
be total. Any attempt therefore to bring to print these texts, is
welcome. Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Library which hasin its
collection some medical manuscripts, will bring them out under a
phased programme. In the present context, though a critical
edition is a desideratum, the only course open is to print the text,
as found in the Mss, leaving the option of research to future
enthusiasts. The library is thankful to the Govt. of India, Ministry
of Cultuie for its liberal grants for publication of rare manuscripts,
The present work is published under the above scheme.

R. NAGASWAMY
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