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Addiessing the mvother Bharat, Subramania 3harathi
the bard of resurgent Tamilnadu, observed; She speaks
cirhteen tongues; yet the thought is one.

_ Vemana, the celebrated rationalistic Telugu poet of the
17th century, said the tongues may be diverse but the inner
content is the same,

These observation remind us of the fa:t that indian
literature is one though written in different languages. Poli -
tical or other ideology may divide us;but literature unites us
and unity is the need of the hour. It is, thereforc needless
t o mention that through literature we can’achiev: emotional
integration which is the bedrock of nationa!l unity. |n other
woids, literature is an effective binding force in a
multilingual country like ours. But this will be possible
ounly through snstaind efforts of writers and scholars belo-
-nging to various languages. And the scholur-writer Thiru

Jvianavai Mustafa’s present monograph is one sach cffort.

Our Xnowledege about the indian writers. past or pre-
sent is very meagre, though several institutions aand indivi-
dnals have been striving hard to properly introduce them
to the lovers of litcrature. A careful and unbiased study
of the work of different writers of different languages will
considerably help the growth of comparative literatare.

Thira Mustafa’s book is a collection of ahout forty
well-written articles on modern writers belonging to Kan-
nada, ivialayalam apd Telugu . Not only has he taken pains
to collect valuable ioformation about these writers of repute
“but has also presented it in chaste and flowing langauzge,

nformative, and interestiong, the monograph, 1am sure
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will be warmly welcomed by all discerning readers sincc
it is the first of its kind in Tamil.Besides being biographic...
sketches, these erticles also serve as critical appraisals of the
work done by various writers, providing the Tami!
reader an  opporiunity to get himeslf acquainted with.
the contemporary tiends in literatures available in  the
other three major South Indian languages.

Besides the learned aathor, th: spoasors of this usefn
publication, iviecra Foundation, also immensely deserve our
praise I u nderstand that the letters in the word ivieera stand
for wiodernity, Equality, Enlightenment, Reformation snd
/.melioration, The ideals are no doubt, lofty and | zm
confident that they could be achizved through lieratare as
long as it aims at the good of the world.

I once again congratulate Thiru Manavai iiustafa for
oringing out a learned publication which will be a voiued
sddition to any Tamil Library. -*‘

I wish many morc such writings from his pea.

IVIadraﬁ C- Rb S(-l:.R;t'.:i'*
235 September, 1980

) .
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