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Among the rich and varied forms of poetic composition
extant in the Tamil language, the Dramatic type so conspi-
cuous in Sanscrit and English, does not seem to find a place.
The play here submitted to the Public is a humble attempt
to see whether the defect may not be easily removed.
Written during intervals of business and amidst diverse
distractions the work falls indeed much beneath the author’s
own ideal, but it is nevertheless published in the hope, that
though it may not be a success in itself, it may incite more
scholarly and more fortunate attempts in the same direction.
In the present condition of neglect into which the vernacular
languages of this Presidency have fallen, the hope here
expressed may appear to many altogether visionary. It may
be said ‘There is no demand even for what literature there
exists. The school-going population care for nothing but
what is' prescribed each year by the University or other
educational authorities and the inevitable annotations on
what is so prescribed. The English-educated elders have no
time or inclination to read anything but what is placed
before them in easy English, and the purely native Pandit
is already so rare a bird that the country will have to be
congratulated, if in the course of the next two or three
generations, he be not counted among the extinct species.”
No doubt there is much truth-in such melancholy represéen-
tations of the immediate prospects of the Tamil language;
but Love is given to hope. No labour of love waits for
demand or is hampered by considerations of its own fruit-
lessness, and perhaps, in this reflection will be found the
best justification for the present publication.

The play here submitted, it is needless to say, is meant
for the study room and not the stage, and it is therefore
written in the literary. and not altogether the colloquial
dialect. In aiming however at grammatical accuracy, the
author trusts he has not fallen into the opposite vice of
clas$ical obscurity. Every endeavour has been made so to
regulate the style, as to enable an average Matriculate, not
guilty of having altogether neglected his Tamil, to follow
the work with ease and interest, provided he has a good

Tamil Dictionary. It will be also observed that the metre
used is the simplest in the language and the nearest appro-
ach to the English blank verse, which not only saves the
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distortions and obscurities that rhyme often brings in its
train but is also specially favourable to that continuity of
thought and expression so needful in dialogues.

The plot of the play is based on one of Lord Lytton’s
Lost Tales of Miletus called THE SECRET WAY, and for
the sake of easy understanding the outline of that Scythian
story as enlarged and adapted in this Dravidian play may
be thus presented.

Jivaka, the King of Madura falls under the evil influence
of his' wicked minister Kudila, who to strengthen his hold
upon his master, leads him to quit his capital with all its
old associations and to take up his abode permanently at
Tinnevelly, where in due course, a suitable palace and
fortress are erected. His family priest Sundara—a saintly
Guru, out of tender affection and pity for the misguided
monarch, joins him soon after the completion of the new
Capital. It is with the reception of Sundara in Jivaka’s
court that the play opens. When the sage is shown over the
new fortifications, he admires not their strength but talks
only of possible ruin. Hesecures, however, before departing
to his hermitage, now put up in the suburbs of Tinnevelly,
the key of a room in the palace, under the pretence of hav-
ing to perform certain sacred rites there for the safety of
the royal family—(Act I : Scene 1). That evening, Manonmani
the only daughter of the King, spends her times as usunal
with her favourite maid Vani; a strongwilled, young woman
and chides her in her own inexperience, for passionately
preferring her lover Nataraja, a handsome young man of a
contemplative turn of mind but with no apparent wealth
of position to Paladeva, the dissolute son of Kudila chosen
for her by her avaricious father—(dct I : Scene 2). But that
very night a change comes over Manonmani, In her sleep
she sces the vision of a divinely beautiful person and falls
in love with him. The report of her consequent indisposi-
tion is brought to the King the next morning, as he sits in
court attending to the complaint b.rought; agamst Vani by
her father, for perversely rejecting a bridegroom d_uly
gelected for her by her parents—(Act I: Scene 3). Sgrpnsed
at the sudden illness of his daughter, the king goes into hgr
private room and accidentally meets there Sundara on his
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morning visit to his cell, and understands from him not only
the nature of his daughter’s disease, but also the remedy for
it—viz, the -marriage of Manonmani with Purushothama
Varma, the youthful and chivalrous Sovereign of Travan-
core, the very person in fact of whose image she has become
enamoured in her dream. He recommends at the same time
Nataraja to be despatched to Travancore to arrange the

match. DBut Jivaka sets aside this part of his preceptor’s

directions and sends at once a cocmmunication to his minister

seeking his advice onthe point, and before leaving the room,

interdicts Vani’s marriage with Nataraja in the way of a

reprisal upon true Love found so universally troublesome

to parents—(d4ct I: Scene 4). The royal communication

reaches Kudila just when he is most absorbed in hatching

further schemes of self-aggrandisement. He deliberates

deeply over the situation and determines to frustrate the

proposed alliance with a view to gain the hand of Manon-

mani and her future throne for his own son Paladeva—
(det I: Scene 5.)

Accordingly, when he meets Jivaka the following
morning, he suggests the impropriety of the bride’s party
taking the initiative in marriage negotiations and recom-
mends the despatch of an embassy ostensibly for settling
cerfain boundary disputes but really to sound the Prince’s
mind with regard to matrimonial matters. The ruse
succeeds, and the credulous Pandia swallowing the bait,
chooses of all men Paladeva himself as the ambassador for
the purpose—(dct I1: Scene 1). That very night with
secret instructions from his father to prick the pride of the
Travancore Sovereign and to provoke a war if possible, so
that not only might the marriage be thwarted but fresh
opportunities might also be presented for securing further
ascendency in the state, if not the crown itself. But the
messenger spends the night in s house of ill-fame, and
Nataraja sees him the next morning, trying, to soothe one
of the victims of his lust, a poor rustic girl. with the offer of
a golden bangle stolen from the Palace. The insight that
Nataraja thus obtains into the character of this influential
rival for the heart of his own Vani, fills him with indigna-
tion—(Act I1: Scene 2). Paladeva proceeds to Trivandrum,
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and there by laying claims to all South Travancore, fulfils
his father’s directions to the very letter ; and the enraged
Purushothama, already troubled by a persistent dream,
analogous to Manonmani’s, declares immediate war in
consequence.—(Act II: Scene 3).

_ The next day as Kudila is preparing his master’s mind

for evil tidings from Travancore, report comes of the result

of the embassy; but all undaunted the disappointed monarch

prepares at once for the defence of the city —(Act III:

Scene 1.) Nor is it too soon. For that very evening, Nata-

raja in one of his dreamy excursions, observes the Travan-

core forces marching on to Tirunelveli.—(4ct IIT: Scene 2).

And by midnight, the tumult in and around the town rises

so high that it reaches the ears of Manonmani. It comple--
tely bruises her unselfish heart to understand the extent of
the complications that have arisen from her innocent dream

—(Act TI1: Scene 8). But a possible solution of those com-

plications is also in full progress. For in the course of a

religious debate conducted much about the same time, bet-

ween two disciples of Sundara in his hermitage, mention is

made of a secret sub-terranean passage that the good priest

is opening from his room in the palace to the plain outside

the fort.—(Act I1I: Scene 4).

The dawn brings with it a bloody battle: and Kudila
sends away on garrison duty all suspected to be too faithful
to the king and among them one Narayana, a valiant keen-
sighted attendant, thoroughly devoted to Jivaka' though
only despised in return. Meantime he so disposes the army
that the king is exposed to thebrunt of the attack —(dctIV:
Scene I). But an unexpected event in a different quarter
throws the whole army into hopeless confusion. A soldier in
the wing commanded by Paladeva pushes himself up to his
general, and then stepping forward with a golden bangle in
his hand, fells him down with a stroke of his spear exclaim-

4 i ister’s disgrace.” Though the

ing ¢ thus do I avenge my si . ;
mutineer is soon despatched and the general revives from

the effects of the blow, the confusion caused by the incident
proves irremediable, and the day is 1rr.ecove’ra,b.1y lost. In
the dreadful carnage that ensues, Jivaka's life is every
moment in danger. But Narayana 1s on his watch from the
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surrets of the Fort and noticing the first appearance to
lisorder, he throws himself in a twinkling with the pick of
the cavalry into the thickest of the strife, and safely con-
Juets the King and his shattered army back to the fort—
Act IV : Scene 2). Stung with shame the proud Pandia
srepares for suicide; but Narayana opportunsly reminds
him of his helpless daughter and rescues him from self-
immolation. Meantime, the chivalrous Sovereign of Travan
core sends a messenger to- offer Peace, on condition of
Jivaka’s paying an annual tribute of a pot of the Tambra-
parni water and a garland of Margosa flowers (the national
flower of the Pandian Dynasty). But encouraged by Kudila
and in the natural reaction of feelingsfollowing his previous
despair, Jivaka spurns the offer—(A4ct IV : Scene 3). Facts,
however, cannot be long disguised; and the King comes
soon to realize the extent of his defeat and feels all the
more exasperated. Kudila now uses all his sophistry to turn
the monarch’s rage upon Narayana at whose doors he lays
all the disasters of the day. The mutinous attack upon
Paladeva, the prime source of all the confusion, ' is itself
attributed to his jealous instigation, prompted by his not
having been made a wing officer; and since the golden bangle
found on the person of that soldier bears the Palace mark,
it is accepted as affording conclusive evidence of Narayana’s
complicity. Arraigned on diverse charges of theft, abetment
- of murder and disobedience of military orders, faithful
Narayana makes no defence and he is forthwith sentenced-
tobe executed. The unjust sentence raises a mutiny in the
ranks of the army which is, however, quelled by an oppor-
tune address from Narayana, explaining the circumstances
of the situation,—(Act IV : Scene 4). But Narayana’s execu-
tion is nevertheless delayed by the King being called away
to a private consultation with Sundara who having comple-
ted his secret way, now visits the King to solicit him to retire
through it to his own hermitage and thence to.Madura,
eaving his new fortress to its inevitable destruction. But
Tivaka prefers to die in defence of his town and consents
only to send his daughter to the hermitage. The sage then
departs promising to return at midnight to take charge of
the Princess but without revealing in spite of repeated in-
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quiries, the whereabouts of his secret way. This rouses the
suspicion of the foolish King who once more calls in Kudila
to help him in the matter. The wicked minister, seeing in the
juncture of affairs a golden opportunity to realize his long-
cherished ambition, approves of Manonmani being sent
away, but throws strong hints against the propriety of her
going as a maiden to a house of strangers ; and he so plays
upon the poor King’s fears and affections, that before they
part Jivaka resclves to marry his daughter that very night
to Paladeva, so that she might go to the sage’s retreat not
alone but in company withher husband.—(4ct IV: Scene 5).

But Kudila is still ill at ease with himself. Though a
great point in his ambition is secured, the recollection of
what took place in the morning with regard to his own son
and the mutinous spirit in the army consequent upon his
conduct towards Narayana are too much for his cowardly
soul ; and therefore casting about for a clue to the secret
way and wisely connecting it with Sundara’s room, he
discovers the nnderground passage and gains the plain
outside the Fort. The Travancore camp isnow within sight
and the thought occurs to him that by promising not
only the trifling tribute demanded, but heavy subsidies in
addition, he might pacify the victor and rule as his feuda-
tory, betraying; if need be, the town, his Sovereign and the
whole company of Narayana and his mutineers, by reveal-
ing the secret way into the Fort. Charmed by the tempting
scheme, he moves on and meets Purushothama idly loiter-
ing about, alone love-sick and melancholy. The scheme is

then unfolded. Flattered into hope by the attention paid

to his overtures, the traitor mentions the secret way and

points to the facility it affords for the capture of Jivaka.

Purushothama then calls out for a company of his best
goldiers . and orders also a pair of the strongest fetters.
Interpreting the order by the light of his own scheme,
Kudila is simply in raptures. But the delusion lasts not
long. For, when the soldiers arrive, Kudila is fettered asa
prisoner of war, 2nd is told that Travancore will never steal
even a victory, bub that she feels in honour bound on the
other hand,to open the eyes of & .d_eluded Sovereign, foe
though he be, to the treachery of his own minister, and
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accoruingly, he is asked at the risk of being flayed alive to
lead the way through the secret path to the presence of his
own royal master. Overreached and-crushed inspirit, the
traitor finds noescape and urged by the swords of the Travan-
core soldiers, hesilently guides Purushothama through the
secret way to the palace,—(4ct V: Scene 1.) Meanwhile
Manonmani is informed of the proposed marriage, and though
at first she faints with revulsion, her dutiful soul consents
to the self-sacrifice for the sake of her father feeling her duty
to those about her, she prays her father to remove the
interdict on Vani’s marriage, now no longer necessary, and
to pardon Narayana on the ground of his past services.—
(Act V: Scené2.) The requests are of course granted; and
preparations are hurried through for a simple wedding. At
the appointed time, the sage arrives with Nataraja andhis
two disciples, and though shocked to hear the proposed
marriage, he finds it useless to protest and fallsin with the
arrangement. The room fitted up for the purpose, happens
to be the one adjoining the cell from which the secret path
springs and there the nobles of the court and the knights of
the army assemble to be present at the marriage and to bid
adieu to their beloved Princess, But more persons are
destined to witness the occasion than those present in the
room. [For, Purushothama, now at the end of his sub-
terranean journey, is surprised at the splendour of the
scene in a palace doomed to 8o near a destruction, and he
stays in the adjoining cell to see what it means. Jivaka
then commeunces the proceeding by explaining the dangers
of the situation and the necessity for the hurried marriage
and the arranged flight of his daughter, and after obtaining
the sanction of the assembly he calls upon Manonmani to
throw her bridal garland around the neck of Paladeva.
The noble Princess, crushed by the weight of her sorrows,
now summons up strength to offer herself up as a sacrifice
at the altar of duty. automatically moves out of her screen
and advarces to Paladeva, when {0/ her eyes alight on the
figure of Purushothama, who recognizing in Manonmani the
image of his own enchanting “dreams, has already glided
unnoticed to the front ranks of the assembly, sitting spell
bound in pity.. Darting with the speed of lightning,
Manonmani decks the neck of Purushothama with her
garland and swoons away. Attention is now called to the
stranger, and eonfusion follows. But order is soon restored

by the commanding personulity of Sundara; and Purusho-
0.~
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thama then introduces Kudila in fetters i i
busmess and prepares to retreat withhis Ion,g :zglgaﬁt? %rig:}
All in the assqmbly, with perhaps the exception of J ivake;
sbed tears ot joy at the mercy of God; and the play ends
with the blessings of the king on his beloved dau htgf d
her miraculously discovered bridegroom. S

Such is the outline of the story; butasiti i
for acting, it has not been though%,’ necg:slzfrl; nt?cf lgiell]dgd
altogetber such reflections, descriptions and minor'inc‘fl . te
and details, as were found auxiliary to the moral,l ur ;
artistic effects of the play. To the spiritually incli mi]
some of the incidents may appear capable of yalle 01122 1
interpretation, and the stanza at the end of each agt \f%]
perhaps be found helpful in that direction. But iﬁ th‘ :
busy times the charge is apt to be, not that too little es?
such food for reflection has beenintroduced. but by far ¢ Ny
much, and in partial extenuation ot the offence, it can oncl)0
be said that the pruning knife has not been left idle ang
that several pages of manuscript have been bodily discarded
in consideration of the growing size of the volume. If the
‘hasty reader is still unsatisfied, further condensation must
be left to his own discretion, and the fact, that the main
thread of the story will not be seriously damaged by the
omission of such partsasthe following may help him in that
process:—description after the classical style of South
Travancore in Scene I of Act II, the reflections of N a.tara'aj
in the 2nd Scene of Act II and also of Act TIL. The Indizin
Hermit, introduced in Scene III of Act IIL the debate on
religious ideals in the last Scene of the same Act, &c. Bub
the author would fain trust, at the readers that condescend
to look into this volume would not all be hasty or even if
hasty. would care for something more than the bare thread
of a story. It remains now only to apologize to the critical
reader for the errors and oversights of grammar and
expression which perhaps greater vigilance in revising the
final proofs (and manuseripts too) migh thave avoided.
The more important of them will be found in the errata at
the end of the volume and others of equal consequence, if
pointed out, will be most gratefully acknowledged.

In conclusion, it may be added, that if the work here
submitted to the public, should succeed ever so little in
helping the' cause of Tamil Literature, the labours spent
upon it would not be ragarded as taken in vain.

P. S

TRIVANDRUM, March, 1891.
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