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THE FACTORS OF PRODUCTION IN
THIRUKKURAL AND WORLD PEACE

C. Chendroyaperumal

Capitalism, Socialism and World Peace

Thirukkural, where Thiru means
'success’ and 'wealthand Kural means 'in
brief', states that "the harm caused to one's
own self by the self for lack of wisdom is so
great that even one's own warning enemy
cannot do it" (kural-843). This statement aptly
describes the long-fought wars of the
mankind, armed or economic whether overt
or covert, in the 19th and recent centuries,
causing enormous harm to themselves
defending capitalism or socialism or
communism out of fear and suspicion for want
of clear, correct and full wisdom on the
‘factors of production'. For, the root cause of
this conflict between capitalism and
sacialism seems to lie on the competing
claim to a lion's share in the output-effect of
the conversion process by two factors of
production namely 'labor' under socialism and
‘capital' under capitalism. The mankind
continues to suffer even today from this
clashing man-made'isms' either being at the
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extremes of socialism or capitalism, or somewhere in between as
mixed economies.

The Economy and Factors of Production

An economy is a system of circular flow of four basic
economic activities namely production, distribution, exchange and
consumption. These are to be carried out continuously for perpetual
survival of the mankind. Production, in general, is defined as the
process of conversion of the inputs into outputs. A ‘factor’ of
production is that without which the 'output’ of the production
process would not resuit. Economic Literature has identified Land,
Labor and Capital as factors of production’ (Hicks, p.46).
Entrepreneurship is considered to be the fourth factor. ‘Land' is
defined to mean the resources on the surface of the Earth, below it
and above it. Labor is the human labor. Capital is money and
machines of all types. Entrepreneurship is risking the money into
productive activities and succeeding in it. The resultant of the
production process is the ‘output’ in physical units or the revenue
in monetary terms. it is to be distributed to these factors as a
share of their contribution to the production process as rent, wages,
interest and 'normal profit’ revenue after paying for the factors of
production is termed as profit under capitalism or surplus value
under socialism. The people, owners of these factors of production,
use these distributed shares for consumption which in turn causes
the economic-activities-cycle to continue. Conflict arises when profit
arises. The owner of capital claims this above-normal profit on the
basis of 'capital is the cause of profits’, whereas the labor claims
this as surplus value as their rightful due on the basis of 'labor is
the cause of production, thus the cause of surplus value.’ Though
economic literature lists a number of objectives for the firms,
theoretically and empirically, an undisputed objective is to break-
even ar profit making. This is possible either by maximizing revenue
or minimizing costs or a combination of both. Minimizing costs,
by whatever means like mechanization, innovations and
computerization means minimizing the shares distributed to the
factors which reduces their consumption and thereby reduces the

circular flow a economic dctivities, thus the continued livelihood of
all. Moreover all instruménts are basically meant to substitute the
functions of human organs, thus they substitute human labor
resulting in reduced employment of human labor. So when the
livelihood is threatened the obvious consequences are conflicts
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and violence deteriorating the economy further causing a vicious
cycle of harm to all. '

The factors of Production in Thirukkural

Text books define production as the process of conversion
of inputs into outputs. Bhagavat Gita defines production as ‘work’
as the creative acts which bring forth all 'forms' into existence
(Bhagavat Gita: chapter-8, Sloka-3) whereas Avvaikkural defines
production as "Paramaaya Sakthiyul Panchamaa Bhudham Tharam
maaril thondrum Pirappu” (Singaravelan, p. 1) meaning 'production
or birth occurs when the qualities’ of the five great 'forms' (namely
solids, liquids, fire, gases and space) of the eternal Energy change
‘in' the greatest Energy-sphere. The scientific approach is to study
a thing through the objective-eyes of cause-effect relationships.
All modern sciences study only the indestructible Energy in three
states, namely solid, liquid and gas and list the different cause-
effect relationships uniquely as Physical Laws or Effects named
after the scientists or some other basis. Therefore a scientific study
of production refers to identifying the causes of production.
Thirukkural's scientific definition of the factors of production is
found in the chapter entitled 'Production Technology’ (vinai
cheyalvagai) as:

Porul Karuvi Kaalum Vinai ldanodu Eyndhum
lrul theera Yenni Cheyal (Kural 675)

- It means that 'materials (porul), instruments (karuvi), time (kaalam),
work (vinai) and place (idam) are the five causes or factors to be
thought about, planned and measured before acting to remove the
darkness of ignorance. ‘To remove the ignorance about the
production function, this couplet can be remembered as 'Production
is a function of (1) materials, (2) instruments, (3) time, (4) work,
and (5) place'. Materials are those that become the output.
instruments are those materials or non-materials that merely aid
the production process but they do not become a part of the output.
Time refers to activity time. Work is a set of operations. Place
refers to land area.? It is important to note the sequence in which
the factors are to be analyzed. These factors of production are
heterogenous in nature and therefore one factor cannot be
substituted for another, unlike the Economic Literature which
assumes substitutability between labor and capital. Thirukkurafl's
five factors seem to explain all ‘conversions' or ‘productions’
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universally and explain the factors of production ldentlfled by the
western economic literature also as given below:

Thirukkurai :

Production = f (Material, Instruments  Time, Work, Place)
Economic Literature : )

Production =f  (Land. Labor ‘ Land

Capital
Entrpreneurship -

'Land' comes under both 'Materials' and 'Place' since land' is defined
to mean both land area and resources. 'Labor, Capital and
Entreneurship' come under 'Instruments’, since they merely help
in the process of producing the output without converting
themselves to become a part. of the output. Thus labor,
entrepreneuship are only human actions and capital (money and
machines which substitute human actions) are only 'instruments’
and homogenous in their function. Bhagavat Gita also clarifies the
role of labourer as the doer as an instrument as: "always you'are
responsible only to perform the action and not for its effects and
donot let the effects of your actions neither be the cause of your
performance of action nor for addiction for the non-performance of
action’' (Bhagavat Gita, Chapter-2, Sloka-47), for, 'human being is
only an instrument (Bhagavat Gita, Chapter-11, Sloka-33). The
functional organs (instruments), the performance or action and the
doer are the constituent components of any work (Bhagavat Gita,
.Chapter-18, Sloka-18). Thirukkural recognizes 'time' explicitly as
a separate factor of production unlike the western economic
literature and the later recognizes the 'place-factor’ under 'land'.
But ‘materials’ and ‘place’ are heterogeneous in nature, thus they
have zero substitutability between them. Hence these two need to
be recognized as two distinct factors of production, else
considering these two factors as a single factor as in the Western
Economic Literature, is unscientific, erroneous and invalid.

Causal Time

There is always a time-distance between the occurrence of
the cause and the occurrence of its effect. That is, any effect has
more than one cause.namely Time as the primary cause and others.
This is known variously as causal-time or gestation-time or time-
lag. The nature of Time is that it is a unique non-Energy entity,
omnipresent, universal, causeless primary necessary and sufficient
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cause for all effects. Therefore time is the primary cause and
controls all otfier factos of production, all phenomena and all living
beings proving Subramanya Bharathi's claim that "the source of
materials is one, called Energy, all the three worlds are Energy's
play on the plane of Time..." Therefore the Time as a cause of all
productions has a share in the output. )

Causal Function

From the view of causality if the 'product’ is the effect caused
by five causes then all the five causes have an equal share in the
effect because even if one cause becomes zero then the effect will
also become zero. No single cause of production ¢can be more
important than any other, for, in any causal relationship each one
of the causes is 'equally’ important. For instance all the nine
systems . in a human being are equaliy important for living
irrespective of their size. Therefore all the human beings should
realize that (1) the three factors namely 'Labor, capital and
entreneurship' are only ‘instrumentsand that they are only one of
the five causes merely helping in the conversion of the materials
into output and that they are not the cause of other factors also.
Human beings with the aid of other factors of production make
change one in the "form' of the ever existing and indestructible
Matter; (2) the human beings do not even cause their own 'labor,
for, it is only the inputs into the human being that cause labor;
(3) all the human beings are made up of the same Omnipresent,
Omnipotent Energy, controlled and killed by Time in the Energy-
sphere. This implies that the human being (whether laborer or
capitalist) is only one among the components of ‘work'. This being
so, attributing the cause of the output-effect to this 'doer alone is
irrational and unscientific. (4) All the five causes are heterogeneous
and are therefore equally important. Hence they should have an
equal share in the effect-output.

System Objective of the World Economy

The system objective of the Economy is 'to acquire, maintain
(subsistence of) the mankind and the Earth containing the mankind’
as can be inferred from the definition of the 'Science of Wealth',
Arthasastra, (Shamasastry, p. 469) by Kautilya long before Adam
Smith, the Father of Modern Economics. It is true wisdom, indeed,
to view the whole world as a single integrated economic system
simply because the Earth is one single object with water
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determining the land boundariés on its surface. Any change
occurring on the Earth, whether caused by the cosmic bodies or
human beings, certainly affects the whole Earth though mankind
is unable to predict the timing, place and its intensity, All the beings
are one and the same Earth taking different forms and colors.
Therefore people in one part of the Earth should care for the needy
people in other-parts of the Earth as brothers and sisters with
kindness and share their wealth to help them remove the most
painful of the worst disease of hunger. For, the first idea of prime
importance, from the knowledge of scholars, is to produce, maintain,
protect and grow all living beings through 'sharing’ with all living
beings and consume (kural -322). Else, 'what is the use of
intelligence if one does not feel others pain as one's own? (kural
315). Therefore 'those who have wealth should give and help the
poor without expecting anything in return like the rain giving
drinkable water essential for survival and welfare of the whole world’
(kural 211). For, wealth surely removes poverty as light surely
removes darkness in any land we thing of (kural 7563). 'The one
with wealth who lets others use itis like a use-tree yielding wealth-
fruits to the local area' (kural 216). A seed of a wealth-fruit from the
use-tree (or consumption tree) will give rise to many more use-
trees implying a chain of use-tree yielding wealth-fruits reproducing
use-tree, ad infinitum. (This implies the concepts of Multiplier,
Accelerator and the Leverage effect in Economic Science!). Hence
Thirukkural strongly advocates for making wealth (kural 759) and
advises the business people 'to do business and foster it with the
business people considering ali others as if they are their own
{kural 120}, for, a soul profits only in giving (wealth) to the poor and
in living a praiseworthy life (kural 231). For this to happen ‘only
those who have the holistic or macro-macro view of human
activities, akin to seeing the battle of elephants from atop at hillock,
should undertake work to produce anything' (kural 758). The only
sure solution to the problem of conflicts, by inference, is to be
generous and 'give wealth (kural 851) to one's mite' (to the needy
people) for the growth and maintenance of wealth (kural 477), for,

‘the wealth with a very generous person is like a medicinal-tree
giving unfailing cures’ (kural 217).

Owners of Factors of Production

Economic Literature presumes that the factors of production
are owned by human beings and hence their competing claims on
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the output cause conflicts. A scientific study of human beings
would show the obviously the simplest truth that they are also the
Earth as only bundies of billions of atoms since the human body
grows from a single cell convertmg the food and other inputs, which
are also nothing but atoms. So are the factors 6f production namely
materials, land and instruments. These atoms are nothing but the
same all-might ‘Energy’. Therefore this infinitely vast Energy is the
materials, the products, and also the owner or possessor. Do the
human beings hold the Earth or the Earth holds the human beings?
All the beings are one and the same Earth taking different forms
and colors and become part of the Earth again on death. Thus all
human beings irrespective of place or time or color or group are
the same in 'content’ and therefore all are equal proving Subramaniya
Bharathi's claim, "crows and sparrows are our kind; the long seas
and mountains are our clan" (Bharathiar Kavidhaigal, p.181). One
can not claim possession (ownership) of even ones labor (including
entrepreneurship) also, since it is only the food and other inputs
consumed that cause the human organs to function, for, their
stoppage stops the human functioning, consequently their labor.
Mankind's own thing is only their own children whereas their wealth
comes from their own works' (kural 63). Therefore human beings
are not the owners of the factors of production as maintained in
the economic literature. All the human beings of the present and
future have equally equal claim on the resuitant of the production
process since they are the same Earth, without any exception!

Resolution of conflict between Capitalism and Socialism for
World Peace

(A) Labor

Thirukkural helps in resolving the conflict between capitalism
and socialism for world peace. The conflict is due to the competing
claim for a bigger share in the above normal profit by claiming their
dominant influence on the effect. Thirukkural also maintains that
both labor and capital are essential. It emphasizes that 'labor
produces weaith and the absence of labor will introduce poverty'
(kural 616). ‘If something is not possible even by the all-mighty
God labor straining the human body and applying the truth (i.e.
cause-effect relationships) will certainly yield the wage' (kural 619).
By inference 'if the truth is not exploited by labor, then even the all-
mighty God can not give it.’
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(B) Capital

Thirukkural also categorically states that 'there is no profit
for those who do not have the capital and there is no stability
without production produced by the desire-base' (kural 449).
Thirukkural strongly advocates for making wealth (wealth
maximizing objective!) (kural 759) for the following reasons:
(1) Wealth is a powerful sharp weapon (kural 759), and (2) wealth
can certainly cut/remove poverty as light removes darkness inany
land (kural 753), (3) Wealth gives 'order’ and pleasure (welfare) if it
is the resultant of due consideration to order, wealth, pleasure and
threat to life and without making harmful acts (kural 754 and 501)
and if it is produced without killing and with kindness (kural 212).
(4) The very purpose of all industrious [abor in producing wealth is
only to help the related people by-giving it* (kural 212) and (5) the
skill of those performing (productive activities) is to satisfy the
hunger of people after production (kural 225). (6) Wealth with those
of higher (or holistic) intelligence is so very useful like a public
tank full with drinkable water for all the people (kural 215). (7) There
is no better superior welfare act in this whole of the modern world
than sharing wealth to others as help (kural 213), since (8) 'poverty
is the most painful of the painful’ (kural 1041). Though Thirukkural
clearly maintains that wealth and labor are essential and though
the sequence in kural 675 shows clearly wealth as the 'initial’ factor
and labor as the final and deciding factor (for, when labor is Zero,
ceteris paribus, production would be zero and when labor is zero
capital would also be zero as implied in kura 616) it also clarifies

that they are merely two of the five factors in any production function
(kural 675).

(C) Conflicts

Peace means absence of conflicts. 'Conflict is a disease to
all beings caused by the absence of the characteristic of sharing’
(kural 851). It is very important not to cause harm in view of conflict
even if one is miserly with respect to sharing' (kural 852). The
removal of the distressing conflict-disease wilt yield stable (i.e.
never decreasing) and non-destructive peace (kural 853). If the pain-
cycle-causing conflict is destroyed then that will yield pleasure-
cycle (kural 854). Else, the life of those saying that 'increasing
conflicting is good' will be of much instabiiity and destruction (kural-
856). For, those who increase conflicts will not see real wealth
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since taking to conflicts is of harmful intelligence (kural 857). ‘ltis
productive (of wealth) to take to not-to-conflict whereas encouraging
increased conflicts will only increase destruction (kural 858).
Because, one will not be able see conflicts when wealth is coming
in.and will only increase conflicts to cause destruction (kural 859).
Hence Thirukkural urges that all conflicts be removed.

(C) World Peace

Thirukkural provides the solution also for world peace by (i)
identifying 'the absence of the characteristic of sharing in people’
as the cause of conflicts (kural 851); (ii) identifying the very purpose
of all industrious labor in producing wealth is to help the human
beings to giving it (kural 212), They produce nothing really even if
multiplies of billions are produced, who neither give to others nor
consumes (kural 1005). Also Thirukkural sternly warns that ‘huge
weaith is pain for those who neither consume nor have the character
of giving a thing to people as hefp' (kural 1006). 'Those wealthy
who do not help others by giving a thing are like a tree bearing
poisonous fruits at the center of the place (these inconsumable
poisonous useless-trees multiply through their seeds of their
unconsumed-wealth-fruits and infest the area useful only for killing
human beings and other creatures, for poison only kills)' (kural
1008). One who has huge wealth but does not consume it and will
not do anything with it is only a dead body in fact (since a dead
body neither consumes nor does anything) (kural 1001).
Thirukkural chides that ‘the birth of those do not like the fame
from giving help to other, due to miserliness, are merely dead-
weight to this Earth' (kural 1003). 'The wealth of those haves that
do not give a thing to the have-nots is as useless as a very beautiful
young girl attaining old age unenjoyed (neither she enjoys mutually-
pleasing beauty herself nor lets others enjoy it as in love-making)
(kural 1007). Finally, 'all the amassed wealth earned by one by
straining hard without the objectives of sharing and helping others
will be taken away by others' (kural 1009)

Implications of the Factors of Production in Thirukkural:

(1) Alfred Marshall was also "aware of ... and emphasized
the importance of production period, the element of Time
which is the centre of chief difficulty of aimost every
economic problem" (Bannock, et. al. p. 278).
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The primary objective of division of labor, besides others,
is to turn out more output by minimizing the 'time-factor.
With. the introduction of Time as a 'factor’, minimizing
the Time-factor (i.e. time-cost) in increasing production

. capacity explains mergers, acquisitions and takeovers

of corporations. .

How to allocate and account cost to the time factor,
that too when there is no owner?

Any economic. or econometric modeling to study
causalities should incorporate Time-cause explicity to

. be true and scientific. The trend-fitting method is not

)

Y]

useful in Economic Science since it unrealistically
assumes that an effect is a function of only-one cause
ignoring time as a cause.

The theories of income distribution and economic growth
need to be revisited in the light of the factors of production

in Thirukkural.

The various types of production functions with only {abor
and capital as the factors in the economic literature
become invalid for being unreal.

Notes

A change in 'qualities” may be understood as a change
in one or a combination of the following: (1) the contents,
(2) The number of the content, (3) size of the contents,
(4) distance, (5) direction, (6) order or arrangement, (7)
area, (8) causes;, (9) effects, (10) direction of the causal
relationship, (11) nature of the effect whether pagitive or
inverse, (12) the quantum of the influence of the cause
on the effect, (13) causal time and (14) life of the 'form’
in terms of time, i.e. life-time. In other words conversion
refers to making changes in attributes only and not in
‘quantity. The Bhagavat Gita defines production as 'work'
as "the creative acts which bring forth all 'forms' into
existence” (Bhagavat Gita: chapter-8, sloka-3). Thus
production refers to only achange in ‘form' of '‘Matter’

which aiready existing and not creating any new quantity
which did not exist before.
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(2) The meamng of these five factors of production as meant
in Thirukkural at various places is given below:
(a) *Materials' refer to all those resources which
becomes a part of the output after the production
process, thus the materials become the 'product’ of
production. 'Materials' mean the following also: (1)
product (kural 63, 462, 746), (2) objective (kural 122,
434, 741), (3) materials and the content of the materials
(kural 355), (4) word and the true meaning (kural 423,
583, 588, 695, 1046), (5) wealth or materials (kural 5,
63, 501, 592, 660, 757, 760, 870, 809, 911, 913, 914,
1002, 1048). (6) use or meaning (kural 583}, (7) protection
(kural 741), (8) significance (kural 751), (9) things (kural
801), (10) income (kural 756, 933), (11) price (kural 925,
938). (b) Instruments mean all those materials or
entities, whether tangible or intangible, which merely
help in converting the materials into output but without
becoming a part of the output. Examples of instruments
in Thirukkural are: (1) intelligence (kural 421), (2)
machines (kural 483, 631), and (3) non-fatigueness (kural
537). (c) Time can be understood as, by inference from
Thirukkural under 'Time study’. (1) the time of the day
whether it is day time or night time (work time or rest
time) (kural 481), (2) the seasons (kural 482), (3) the
machine-time or the time taken by an instrument to do
a given task, (kural 483), (4) time of the place (the day
time or night time or the seasons vary across places
globally) (kural 484), (5) waiting time (kural 485), (6) the
preparation time (kural 486), (7) reaction or response
time (kural 487), (8) performance time or activity time
and the time to stop (i.e. time schedule) (kural 488). (9)
opportune time or the right time (kural 489) and (10)
timing with reference to the occurrence of an event (kural
490). (d) Work refers to a job or a set of operations that
are to be done (e.g. building a ship is a work). ‘'The
operations to be done, the doer, the technology are the
work (kural 677). The functional organs (instruments),
the performance of action and the doer are the constituent
components of any work (Bhagavat Gita, chapter-18,
Sloka-18). (e) Place, by inference from the Location
Analysis in Thirukkural, referes to: (1) the whole area or
location (kural 491), (2) protection required for the area
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(kural 482), (3)-the hurdles of the place (kural 493), (4)
the layout of the place (kural 494), (5) advantages and
disadvantages unique to the location (kural 495), (6)
possibility of transportation to and from the place (kural
496), (7) optimum quantity of area or alternative locations
'(kural 487), (8) suitability of the place for the work (kural
488), (9).the nature of the inhabitants (kural 499), and
(10) th'e nature of the land or soil (kural 500).

(3) Throughout Thirukkural the word 'giving' \\lvealfh means
‘sharing’ or distributing wealth, in essence.
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ECONOMICS OF THIRUVALLUVAR
ON WATER AND AGRICULTURE

N. Rajalakshmi
A. Juliet

|ndian Economics begins with Thirukkural
of Thiruvalluvar and Arthasasthra of
" Koutilya. The talent of Thiruvalluvar lies in
expressing precisely. Two shortlines convey
Thiruvalluvar's thoughts on particular aspects
of a subject like Hercules in Greek mythology
really Herculean. Thiruvalluvar rendered
Thirukkural in three main Divisions:
1. Arathupal, 2. Porutpal, 3. Inbathupal..
Arathupal deals with ethics and morals. In
porutpal, he writes among others, on
kKingship, Government etc: Inbathupal deals
with love and domestic life. Thiruvalluvar
stresses the importance of rain by singing in
praise of rain. Thereby he establishes that

prosperity due to the extent of rainfall are
evident.

AGRICULTURE

Accordmg to Thiruvalluvar, the most
vlmportant economic activity is agriculture.
s This was not because the poet was living in
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a predominantly agricultural society but because it is the most
fundamental activity for all time and food is the basis of life and
raising food is the primary occupation of mankind. Husbandmen
are the axle pin of the world; for on their prosperity revolve the
prosperity of the other sectors of the economy. Even'saints, who
have forsaken wordly needs, must cease from spiritual pursuits,
were farmers to sit idle with folded arms. Again "That country which
has a peasantry whose fields rustle with thick waves of corn
becomes the refuge of several other countries.
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Stating the primacy of agriculture, Valluvar is only

particularising and illustrating the idea he postulated in the Chapter
on "Rains", in the Payiram or Introduction. He was concerned to
establish that material support is essential for a life of positive
living and that under ultimate "principle of rain”, agriculture assumes
a basal character. It is in this context that the stress.on the
indispensable nature of rain by Thiruvalluvar becomes apt. A stable
economy is built on an adequate production of food and not merely
on its supply. An element of dependence and instability emerges
if food supplies have to come from elsewhere. He expatiates on
the horrors of poverty, of course, proposals, suggestions and
thearies for the eradication of poverty to posterity. Perhaps, he
should have been aware that changing times will involve changes
in the contents and kinds of poverty demanding suitable theories
and measures to eliminate poverty. He visualizes a society that is
free from "growing hunger, chronic diseases and perpetual enmity
with other nations "Kural 734",

Thiruvalluvar's writings on economics are on the lines of
Physiocrates. He assigns paramount importance to agriculture. it
does not mean that he has no faith in achieving prosperity through
industrial- development however. What he emphasizes is that
agricultrure as the basic activity of man provides not only food for
living on earth but also certain new materials needed by industries.
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He implies that a nation should not depend too much and
continuously on other nations for its food requirements. After the
Green Revolution India has become self-reliant and walking towards
developed status. He places great importance on individual values.
He stresses the need and importance of accumulation of wealth
and status.

While Thiruvalluvar sings in praise of rain, he implies that
rain as a natural resource is. one dominant -causative factor of
spatial and regional differentiation and economic disparities.

The major aim of Thiruvalluvar's economic and regional
economic thought as revealed in his Porutpal is the total eradication
of poverty in all the regions of a nation, in all the constituent parts
of a region and in the nation. Thiruvalluvar condemns the evils of
poverty and emphatically insists on its total removal at any cost
"Nothing is more dreadfully painful than poverty". According to
Thiruvalluvar good water, good rain and prosperous agriculture can
bring a welfare state. That is true even today. Water has become
the public good of prime importance.

India with all her plans and efforts is yet to free her
agriculture from the monsoon's gambling and periodical floods and
their havoc. Here Valluvar introduces one further argument in favour
of the importance of the agricultural sector. Agriculture alone is
the most independent vocation. He says "the ploughman alone
lives as the freeman of the soil, the rest are more slaves that batten
on their toil. A peasant who toils with the sweat of his brow, begs
not at other mans's doors, but ungrudgingly shares his bread with
those that beg for alms.

e Wgen@ aurpeanGy aumpeunioh Gpeeord
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Valluvar evites here from his practice of formulating only
broad general truths. He proceeds to lay down certain detailed
agricultural techniques and cultural practices, which he considers
highly important for a sticcessful agricultre.

The type of land tenure that Valluvar visualised was one o
peasant proprietorship. He was not in favour of absentee
landlordism. "As sulky and sullen as a woman abandoned of he
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lord is the land .abandoned by her owner. Valluvars chapter on

agriculture opens with the statement that agriculture is superior to

all other vocations. "Whirl as the world will, it must after all rely on

the plough. Therefore -agriculture is the most important of all

industries. Again, in the next couplet he says "Husbandmen are

the lynch pin of society, for they support all those that take to

other work, not having strength to plough"” When we come to the.

third verse we see something very close to the Physiocratic doctrine.”
Valluvar says, "who ploughing eat their food, they truly live. The

rest to others bend subservient, eating what they give.”

Quesnay's emphasis on agriculture is revealed in his
statement that agricultural nations alone can form empires, which
are fied and durable and agriculture is itself the: only source of
wealth. Physiocrates sought to prove that agriculture alone
produced the wealth of the community and that, in contrast to this
"productive” activity, all other occupations, however, laudable and
necessary were "unproductive” and "sterile”. Commerce, like
industry, is merely a branch of agriculture. The distinction between
agriculture and industry and commerce is further revealed by the
fact that in agriculture there is a surplus while the other merely
pay their way. This surplus is the famour "product net", the token
of Nature's superior bounty in agricultural operations. Explaining
the Physiocratic doctrine, Adam Smith wrote Proprietors and
cuitivators finally pay both the wages of all the workmen of the
unproductive class, and the profit of all their employers.

What an anticipation, what a similarity! Nevertheless this
does not appear to be the sense’in which Valluvar was employing
the word "Servant” or "Servile" or "Subservient™as applied to those
who are engaged in vocations other than agriculture. There is no
suggestion that what they produce has no value, or that their
pursuits are "unproductive”. All Valluvar meant to convey, it appears,
was the basic dependence of all on agriculture for the food
requirements; hence the supreme importance of investing it with
the primary among human activities, and fostering it with care.
The others are "subservient” in the sense that they all have to
depend on growers of food in the ultimate analysis. The economic
freedom of the grower of food is basic; that of othres only derived.
For Valluvar was not living in a primitive or pastoral society. "In his
days, Tamil land had reached a high degree of mateiral civilisation-
a developed agriculture, a variety of arts and manufacturers, and a



40 @os&rreu 2 EHGS BlFsSDeT
bl’lSk fore|gn trade with dlstant Greece and Rome. The Sangam

literature, in particular the works like Pattinappalai and Purananuru,

bear ample reference to the advanced stage of the arts and crafts.

ltis with all these advances in the arts and techniques of industry

and trade that Valluvar holds, that agr|cu|ture has the pride of place

among economic activities.

_ Perhaps there was a period when the neglect of agriculture
in Tamil Nadu was serious, the taxes on land extortionate and the
oppression of the peasantry severe. There are references in the
Sangam literature to farmer-poets exhorting the kings to keep their
oppressive hands off the peasantry. There might have been
recurrent famines, floods and pestilence and periodical food
shortages. It was in times such as these that Valluvar might have
lived. It is likely that the Chola Emperor Karikala was either
contemporareneous with Valluvar or might have immediately
followed him. This Tamil Emperor's achievements in the field of
land reclamation, colonisation, construction of dams, and other
far reaching works of agriculture development had the impact of
Valluvar's thoughts. Nevertheless, Valluvar did not belong to any
school of thought.

Rain and water resources should have been recognised
by Valluvar as dominant factors responsible for spatial and regional
differentiation. But Thiruvalluvar did not theorize on how rain and
water resources cause spatial and regional differences. He did not
refer to the traditional one sixth or lay down any other fixed
proportion of the produce as land tax. This can be ascribed to his
recognition of the spatial regional and other differences. According
to Thiruvalluvar, the vital agents of economic activity are those who
raise food, the body of competent men and the man’of wealth.

Thiruvalluvar visualizes a welfare state. In his welfare state
there'is no unemployment, no poverty, no hunger, no excessive
intolerable vertical and horizontal inequalities of wealth and income,
no chronic diseases and no perpetual enmity with other nafions
and no insecurity arising from within Kural 734 and Kural 738.

According to Thiruvalluvar the most important economic
activity is agriculture since it is the most fundamental-activity for
all time and food is the basis of life and raising food is the primary
occupation of mankind. The chapter on rains assigns agriculture a
basal character. He proceeds to lay down certain detailed
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agricultural techniques and cultural practices for successfui
agriculture - a deviation from his practice of formulating broad general
truths. He was not in favour of absentee landlordism. Kural 1039.

It's Thiruvalluvar's idea that has been responsible for turning
the belt area of Tanjavur into the rice bow! of Tamil Nadu, then and
now, Kumbakonam to emerge and remain one famous
manufacturing centre of artistic goods and domestic vessels made
of copper and other metals, Karamudai, to be known for its
decorative mat weaving, Uraiyur for its cotton handloom, textiles,
the belt area of Tiruchirappali-to be popular for rice, betel leaves
and certain varieties of plantain fruits and mango fruits, Arani of
present North Arcot District to remain famous for pure silk sarees.
The emergence of Kllekal, Dharmavaram, Bangalore and Benaras
as other famous centres of pure silk should have been the upshot
of the demonstration effect.

There is more than one stanza in Vailuvar's chapter on
Agriculture, which seems to.anticipate the Physiocratic docftrine
and Physiocratic conclusions of Francois Quesnay (1694-1774)
who has substantial claims to be regarded as the real founder of
political economy in the modern sense. All that Valluvar's meant
to convey was the basic dependence of all on agriculture for their
food requirements. Others are subservient in the sense that they
all have to depend on growers of food in the ultimate analysis. The
economic freedom of the grower of food is basic, that of others
only derived.

Thiruvalluvar is quite aware that the behaviour of man cannot
be gauge and put into test tubes for laboratory experiments to
derive conclusions. It is for this reason, Thiruvalluvar lays great
emphasis on the significance of the role of individual values and
judgements-in society. Further, Thiruvalluvar focusses his concern
on the horrors of poverty. And the study of poverty.is the study of
the causes of the degradation of a large part of mankind. His
greatest concern is with the common man. He writes for the common
man. His commonsense concept urges the establishment of a
robust economy and realisation of social justice. Hence,
Thiruvalluvar's economic thought is essentially the study of man
and his welfare. His implied concern is that every economic theory
and every invention in the field of science, medicine and technology
should aim at the eradication of poverty is witnessed in the present.
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As long as there is poverty even in a single area of the world and
as long as there is a single, poor, individual and a single destitute
in the world, Thiruvalluvar and his economic idea indicates that
there is no single poor individual, no single destitute and no single
poverty stricken area. Thiruvalluvar and his economics and his
economic thought will continue to exist in order to look back and
remind us and the horrors of poverty and check its resurgence.
Valluvar ideology on water, agriculture and plenty of food has been
forseen for a prosperous Indian economy in Abdui Kalam's vision.
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THIRUVALLUVAR'S SOCIAL REALISM TO THE
MODERN WORLD

M. Muthukumar

Realism gives a true impression of actuality
in artand literature as it appears in reality.
It is " the conscience of literature, confesses
that it owes a duty, some kind of reparation, to
the real world - a reat world to which it submits
itself unquestioningly."' According to
M.H. Abrams, realism is applied "to designate
a recurrent mode, in various eras and literary
forms, of representing human life and experience
in literature.*2 However, it is an artistic creed
depicting life with complete and objective
honesty.

Social reafism is a distinct term, used
to describe a realistic, objective and socially
detailed contemporary reality with some moral
values. This article finds the relevance of
Thiruvalluvar's social realism to the modern
world. The message of Thiruvalluvar is for all
humanity and is more relevant and needed at
present than at any other time. It is more than
or equal to Arthasastra of Kaudilya and Needhi
Sastra of Manu. '
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Thiruvalluvar, with his everlasting classic literary work, has
conquered the whole world. He never advocates his fancy and
imagination. From the comprehension of the human values depicted
in Thirukkural, it is sure that he had a realistic instinct for and a keen
insight into the motive of human nature.

Social Evils and Solutions

Thirukkural stands beyond time and space as a bright beacon
for all mankind; its universal appeal transcends all social barriers.
Today, the world is clouded with problems like enmity, violence,

terrorism, corruption, robbery, poverty and so on. As Mu. Varadarasan
says,

' Today human bodies have increased in crores; but not human
sense. In other words, those who seem to be people have
increased, not those who live as people. So, there are
confusions, conflicts, problems and war without rest in the world

~ even today; Happiness, love, peace and virtue have become
" unknown things today.?

‘Here is God's plenty' in Thirukkural to solve all existing social problems.

"First of all,.to have a peaceful society, a country should be
free from thrée thirigs; namely starvation, diseases and enemies.
Poverty, ili-health and enmity are the dominant evils in the present
human society. Thiruvalluvar says,

That is a 'land’ whose peaceful annals know,
Nor famine fierce, nor wasting plague,
nor ravage of the foe* (Kural 734)

Such a kind of society exists where there is real faith, love,
and fraternity. To have such a peaceful society, everyone must have
the great power of virtue (Aram). To have 'virtue' one must have five
pillars viz. love, modest, altruism, compassion and truthfulness. If all
are virtuous, there will not be enmity any where.in the world.

Love, modesty, beneficence, benignant grace,

With truth, are pillars five of perfect virtue's resting place®
(Kural 983)

Humanity sustains men of virtue, whenever violence, enmity,

and war arise, the world goes to dust. Mankind has experienced two
world wars in one century. This was told two thousand years ago.
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The world abides; for 'worthy’ men its weight sustain
Were itnot so, 't would fall to dust :‘.lgam6 (Kurai 996)

Terrorism and intrusion in a neighbour's land are great social
evils today. The whole world has witnessed the fall of W.T.C. due to
the terrorists' attack and so many similar evil deeds. History has shown
the fall of great tyrannies and evil persons. Evil deeds never bring a
world of perfect happiness. So, Thiruvalluvar's advice is,

Though god thy soul forget, plot not thy neighbour's fall,
Thy plans shall 'virtue" s power' by ruin to thyself forestall”
(Kural 204)

You ask, whatis the good and perfecf way,
'tis path of him who studies nought to slay® (Kural 324)

All the evil deeds happening in society have ‘money-mysticism'
as the main reason. Those who are after money should know that real
weath is the wealth of mind. It is the mind that makes heaven of hell
and hell of heaven.

_The wealth of mind man owns, a real worth imparts,
Material wealth man owns endures not, utterly departs™
(Kural 592)

Robbery is a universal evil; it exists in all countries. Thiruvalluvar
has rightly given what happens in the life of one who coverts other's
pOSSEessIions.

With soul unjust to covert other's well-earned store,
Brings ruin to the home, to evil ope(n)s the door™ (Kural 171)

According to Thiruvalluvar, there is no pain greater than poverty
in society that makes one to covert other's things. Only the virtuous
can bear it; not all. Hence there is nothing that afflicts one like poverty.

You ask what sharper pain than poverty is known;
Nothing pains more than poverty, save poverty alone™
(Kural 1041)

Gambling is another social problem many are indulging in.
The result of gambling is,

Clothes, wealth, food, praise, and learning, all depart
From him on gambler's gain who sets his heart”? (Kural 939)

To avoid the problem of disease, Thiruvalluvar has given one
medicine that prevents and cures all diseases. He says,
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No need of medicine to heal your body's pain,
If, what you ate before digested well, you eat again*
' (Kural 942)

Regarding poverty, Thiruvalluvar says, only Agriculture can
make a country rich and reduce poverty and starvation. This is given as,

Who ploughing eat their food, they truly live;
The rest to others bend subservient, eating what they give'
(Kural 1033)

Society becomes perfect and proper, when there is a good
family relationship, lack of which leads to many divorces today. To
avoid that, Thiruvaliuvar says,

If love and virtue in the household reign,
This is of life the perfect grace and gain* (Kural 45)

To avoid all existing social problems in the world, all must
have 'virtue'. This great power virtue {Aram) can give individual success
and social harmony. For instance, Gandhiji succeeded with his two
weapons "Truth and non-violence”, the two sides of virtue. Thiruvalluvar
explains what is virtue as,

. This virtue when, his footsteps sliding not through envy, wrath,
Lust, evil speech - these four, man onwards moves in ordered
path'® (Kural 35)

According to him, the man of truth,
lives in souls of all mankind?” (Kural 294)

Conclusion

With the great power of 'virtue', Thiruvalluvar gives a solution
to all social evils. He addresses all mankind of all times and his
philosophy is universal, relevant to every generation. His work gives
paths to social harmony and universal integration. it has relevance
today to the modermn world to overcome the social problems that clouded
the whole of hurnanity, for mankind is very the same, and nothing is
lost out of Nature, though everything is altered. It requires infinite space
and time to fully accomplish its design. It has ninety-three ‘world'
references throughout; hence, itis written for the whole of humanity.

The epigrammatic style has exploded all aspects of human
life and society. Time cannot wither it, nor can space hold its infinite
variety. Let the noble truths of human social values depicted in Kural
be disseminated throughout the world to solve its problems. It is an
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ageless, eternal, everlasting work of art, never be written again. So, let
allin human society follow one principle of 'virtue' that,

So learn, that you may full and faultless learning gain,
Then in obedience meet to lessons learnt remain'®
(Kural 391)
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THE NEED FOR INCLUSION OF THIRUKKURAL
IN THE CURRIGULUM

E.R. Subrahmaniyam

A sizable segment of Indian society has, as
. \a consequence of colonial rule, distanced
itseif from the religio-philosophical ethos and
understanding of the past heritage. Even the
post colonial system of education has not taken
care of the problems.! Looking at our society
with a clinical detachment an intellectually
honest observer will notice bribery and
corruption, greed and cheating in mony matters,
dishonesty insocial as well as business
relations, callousness and insensitvity to others'
suffering, selfishness and a lack of concern for
others' well being. too many divisions of caste
and community, region and religion, frequent
absence of strong ethical convictions in
powerful and influential individuals, absence in
most individuais of a strong emotional
attachment to the nation and the people.
Negative traits are rather predominant.?
Everyday wer come across media reports about
morallyd degenerate acts of .individuals,
voilence, mindless killing by extremists,
atrocities on women, abuse and exploitation of
the poor and the weaker sections. malfunctioning
of all domains from economics to education is
evident.
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Thre is a lot of unrest among students particularly in colleges
and universities. Lack of rapport between students and teachers,
frequent boycott of classes on some issue or other, the menace of
ragging, eve tesing, voilent clashes among rival groups of students
etc., are vitiating the campus environment. We should understand
where the shoe pinches. Now-a-days students are increasingly under

_the influcne of T.V. and films. They are watching the exploits being
shown on the screen and are being distracted from studies. They are
exposed to murders and various other violent situations. Teachers are
shown in a poor light. The students become insensitive to the finer
nuances of cultural life. T.V. channels are consciously preventing the
younger generation from acquiring power by luring them away from
studies. Almost all the shows on T.V. tend to be based on films and
film stars appear on the screen and advise the younger generation. in
fact it is too bad students are so much influenced that they discuss
only movies or the exploits of film personalities. The younger generation
remian mesmerized by what actors do and say.

Gandhiji's perceptions in education focus on moral values and
ethics. In a global scenerio of erosion of values, it would be difficult to
have individuals in society who would strive to halt the process of
value deteroration unless and until schools produce young persons |
with the right aims and objective of human life. This should also give a
clear indication of what should be the curriculum of education in years
to come and how the same can contribute in developing the culture of
peace within communities, amongst religions, countries and eventually
globally. The trend of focusing only on specified examination-oriented
subject areas should be discarded.?

We should produce outstaning individuals, cultural and
educated, historically literatre and farsighted, visonary and intellectually
brillinant, moral and disciplined, forceful and fearless, human as welt
as ruthless and filled with the zeal to make India great. Who will
orchestrate the moral revolution? Who is going to educate and inspire
large numbers of aur youth to overcome their self and society destructive
-patterns of behaviour?

The University Education Commission headed by
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan (1948-48) gave importance to the incultation of
ethical values among students not only in college but also in
Universitites. The report says “our belief is the education from its ovwn
nature must be ultimately conceived with values which are independent
of time or a particular environment.*

The Education Commission (1964-66) headed by Prof. D.S.

Kothari while deciaring that *knowledge with a lack of essential values
may be dangerous" emphatically staed "what we would like to
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emphsise is the need to pay attention to the inculcation of right values
in students at all stages of education.. The Secondary Education
Commission (Modaliyar Commission, 1952-53) and the Committee
on Religious and Moral instruction (1959) recommended the
introduction of religious and moral instruction and emphasized their
role in the growth and building of character of individuals human beings
which extends their influence in society. The Sri Prakasa Committee
desired inclusion of the live and preachings of the great religious leaders
and their philosophies in the education system.

- The Rama Murthy Commission report (1990) emphasized
inculcation of appreciation of india's cuitural heritage and the legacy of
creation of knowledge and its applications for the benefit of human
beings over the centuries. The National Policy on Education (NPE-86)
urged that the gap betwen the formal education system and India's
rich and varied cultural tradtion should be bridged bthrough an
enrichjment of the curricula and making education a forceful tool for
the cultivation of social and moral values.®

The UNESCO charter states "since wars begin in the minds
of men, it is in the minds of men that defences of peace must be
constructed."® Moral education and acquainatnce with the true culture
of all people throught the ages may be assigend a place in the
curriculum for our won good, for the good of Inidan society and for the
good of human kind. The Thirukkural of Thiruvalluvar is the most
outstanding .and inspiring popular work in general ethics, political
prinicples and happy married life. It is the grate treasure house of
wisdom in Tamil and the gift of Tamilnadu to the world. lt.is on a par
with the Bhagavagita dn thé Dharmapada. The author Thiruvalluvar is
generally assigned tothe first century A.D. He is said to have been a
weaver from Mylapore in Chennai. The titie of the work is based on the
Kural metre in which the couplets are written. The Thirukkural is divided
into three secions dealing with three goals of people, Aram, Porual
and Kama corresponding to the three Purusharthas Dharam (virtue),
Artha (wealth) and Kama (love) respectively. Threre are 1330 kural
couplets divided into 133 chapters each containing 10 kurals. In its
essence THirukkural is a treatise par excellene on the art of living.
Thiruvalluvar diagnoses the intricacies of hiuman nature with such
penetrating insight, perfect mastyry and consummate absorbing of
the most subtle concepts of modern psychology that one is left
wondering at his depths. His precriptions leavened by godliness, ethics,
morality, and humannerss are sagacious and practical to the core.
They cut across castes, creeds, elimes and ages and have a freshness
which makes one feels as if they are meant for the present times.”

Speaking one the forece of virtue the great Tamil poet 0
Reformer says "Virute consists in avoiding envy, lust, wrath, harsh
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words - these four". "There is nothing more profitable than what virtue
can afford. There is no loss worse than forgetting it* Advocating
endurance the Saint says "Though others do us no good, it is good
that we feel keenly for their ill deed and do no vicious action in return”.
"Let us overcome by our righteousness those who have in their pride
done us great injustice”. On the wealth of self controal Thiruvalluvar
says. "The wound caused by burning will heal in course of time. The
tongues' caustic reproach will never heal". THe really great are those
who are humble. modest, free fom insolent pride and who are
considerate towards all other fello wbings. They will uphold traditon,
display a cultured approach and utter only soft words.

Spaking on "not doing harm' the Saint says, "To punishwrong
doers is todo them great good and thereby make them feel ashamed ’
of their action”. "What one has felt as great harm, that he must avoid
oding to others" Stating that Gratitude is a quality of virtue he says.
"Forget not the friendship of the spotless great, forsake not the
friendship of helpers in times of dire need or great distress". Dwelling
on the topic of 'earning' saint Thiruvalluvar says, “learning is an
imperishable wealth to a man, while all the rest is nothing but trash to
him."® Real knowledge translated into action becomes cuiture and
ethics. The law of life should be love as it binds and builds. Thirukkual
was written 2000 years ago but the statement in couplets concerning
a person's activities are relevant evn today as morals cannot be
subjected to alternations®. There may be many religious but morality
is one. There is every need to include Thirukkual in the curriculum. If
young boys and girls in schools and colleges are exposed to noble
thoughts and right approaches it will leave alasting impression which
will evolve indue course of time as they grow and face the world around
them. Right education is the key to peae and prosperity.
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