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Folk-Arts of Tamilnadu |

Art is the happy offspring of the overflowing
emotlonal faculties of man. The human disciplines such.
as - dance, musw and drama are the - aesthetic
representations of the intuitive . urges - of the
sunacknowledged legislators” of the’ destmy of mankind.
They are the ‘“emotions recollected in tranquility”’
Creations’ become  artistic, as distinguished from
méchanestic when they are the spontaneous outbursts of
the visionaries, prophets of human life. Those art forms
in which the live man sings and dances “and weeps to
his *heartfulness’,. become the shaping forces of his
wholesome life as well as the ‘play’ of his day-to-day
existénce. ' J ' - '

Emotion is common to all but its artistic
fepresentation is very rare, found only ina chosen few
who are capable and talented to let out feelings
'COplOusly under certain systems which can appeal to
the hearts of men. The changing time affect not only
the worldly modes of man but-that 'of arts also. What
is. in the beginning is only the root but now the
developed forms are canopied with green foliage
contused and bruised well and trimmed attractively to
suit the taste of- ..-the people.

The developmg stages of art may be noted in three
forms as primitive art, folk-art and classical art. The
free expression of man’s emotions is found in primitive
art .which is forceful and mostly ferocious and fear
,lnSPIrlng. It is an uncontrolled. and - spontaneous
expréssion - ventilated without any stipulated rule or
regulations The . swelled emotions burst out and they
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find power pression in some forms of art. The aborigines
and primitives give life to such arts in their seclusive
abodes.

Folk-arts are milder and more refined than the wild
and rough types of primitive arts. But an enquiring
mind would find the embryo of every art in the
emotional reactions and artistic styles of the primitives.
The growth of mind and the changing conditions of
life have brOught forth modulations .and refineness in
art forms and in their mode of presentation: The source
remains the same in most cases. Man fears the natural
calamities like wild fire, thunder, valcano, whirl wind,
epidemics etc. In his unconscious desire, he tries to
satisfy them through certain magico-rituals and to purify
himself from his own sins by ablution.

Man invites troubles in mind by his hallucination of
evil spirits and in order to propitiate them he conducts
various ceremonies which are celebrated with magical rites.
In such functions man resorts to-different kinds of arts in
his anxiety to escape from difficulties and troubles:
Naturally in such situations his emotional reactions. would
not be normal and ordinary. The prevailing condition of
the situations saturated with frightful thoughts aud
anxious insights would give way to arts with dreadful
reactions. Such harsh treatments in the primitive arts are
made mild in folk arts. Man earns more knowledge in passing
time and makes his arts polished and pleasant. But the
aims of the primitive arts remain int act with most of the
folk arts. The educated and the civilized people want more

developments and so ordain rules and regulations for art
becomes class1ca1 and urbanized:

"The rural population pat—ronize‘d folk arts. in- which it
finds real life and vigour. = The whole world allows them to
live long in villages to make the people live long.in
happiness. Tamilnadu isa repeértory of folk arts. Every
village is a nursery of such arts but different temples grow
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different seedlings. Tiraupatiyammen temple-patronizes
Terukkuttu, reading of paratam etc whereas ‘cutalaimatan
temple feeds kaniyan Attam, Vllluppattu etc. The temple
of Murukan invites kivati Attam and the Miriyamman
temple needs karaka Attam. Everywhere art pleases the
people and draws them to assemble in thousands.

Folk arts glve pleasure for both the artists and the
attendents, What the artists want to reveal would
reach the people without fail. They are received with
great appeal. - The mutual understanding between the artist
and the people is unquestionable and so the acceptance of
the art is infallible. Nothing seems strange but everything
appears artistic and attractive. Some of 'the imaginations are
illusionary. Falsehood prevails and fantastic ideas leap
but all are accepted with consious concordance. Anything
grotesque and ludicrous in the folkarts is nothing to find
fault with but something to be relished and enjoyed. There
is nothing . to curtail the free-play, of the - f‘olk-ams;
and there is nothing to prevent the free en;oyment'
of the folk audience. So everythmg is free and fair in
the folk-arts. Real [entertainment is the only criterion
and real enjoyment is the only resldua.ry value of the'
folk- arts.

Social and religious themes are categorical -in
classifying them into two which may further be:
subdivided according to their form and function. If
any one of the arts wants to instruct the folks, their
services are accepted with greater pleasure. - The effect
of instruction can be seen as it reverberates in many
tounges: If not it has to be taken as ‘thrown out
into oblivion. Sometimes obscene elements occupy the
. scene of action which also would - be. accepted without:
any show of obnoxmusness.

. Religion is_given greater importance than anything
else. The people ceremoniously conduct - religious
.festlvals ‘and most of the folk-arts form part and parcel
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of .such functions. They fear to break the observances
.of religion for sake of anythlng else inclading their
arts.. The puranic and epic stories are respected and
the characters in them are honoured as godsly. - When
those characters are exibited in folk-arts they would
be allowed to maintain -their divine status or else the
artist would be taken ta task by the people.

The artists are exp'ected to observe strict penance
before doing the . performance. The people are traditional
in considering the arts as something sacred and ‘Polluted’
persons should not perform them. Since most of the
arts are to be performed in sanctifying ceremonies
_people might have thought that the arts should be

- dedicated with conscration. The religious belief of
the people is-the real cause of the sure survival of
these folk-arts. In some temples there is no festival
without kiittu or Villuppittu. Without temple festivals
the people ; ‘would not live with peace of mind. It
would reveal their firn faith in religion. As long as
such a faith ‘continues in the mind of the people folk-
arts are sure survive with ‘all their glamour and: glory.

The folk arts carry with these the culture of the
. people as.they pass down from generation, They can
serve ample materials for any anthropolegist to know
about - the ‘cultural traits - of the people. Moreover
striking ' similarities are found between one set of people
and another. It may open the doors for a proper
knowledge to read out the facts regarding the sohdanty
of the:human race as a whole. Facts concerning the
faiths, beliefs customs, habits, practices and manners
can be studied and compared with keen attention to
under\,s'tand the closeness of man’s mind and the oneness
of human’ f.eelings. The relatlonshlp between man and,
man- may be observed. Because of various reasons,
mostly outward, man has created barriers tbetween him
and’ his brothern which can ;be easily broken through a
thorough study of folk lore in general and folk arts in
particular.
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The folks belive in ‘the incorporation of divine
power in human body. When festivals are conducted in
temples some persons dance in trance ‘as it some spirits
have entered into their body and mind and certain
actions to the wonder of the onlookers. They are
reverenced as gods and humble obeisance is paid to
them. The folks give great weight to .any obiter
dictum that passes through the ‘mouth of the man  in.
trance unmindful of the sillyness in it. Such beliefs
are found in many places. Marked changes can be
noted in such trance actions. Folk-dances have closes
connections with such behaviours of the magicians are
also to be considered in their relatmns with folk-arts ;

NG

Man has created so many arts in correlation with
-natural happenings and seasonal changes. What he sees
in nature he wants to imitate. When nature is
bounteous in its yeild to man, he desires to be grateful
to its mercy. He shows his gratitude to its mercy by
performing various arts which represent the sweet
relations between man and nature. They personify
nature as the divine power that feeds mar.

Man’s: mind is a !bundle of contradictions and a
mixture of :good and evil. He has to meet both gay:
and woe in life. Actually he feels more and reveals
less. The ‘concealed sockets of his mind contain much,
more than what he really appears outwardly. The
folk arts serve ample opportunities to let "his inside out.
'An enquiring mind can learn a lot which would be of
great use for the peaceful progress  of humanlty ‘as a
whole. Intensive research on folk arts has to be made
‘throughout the world to a.mve at valid = conclusions
which certainly would be of great help to mankind in
solving' many difficult problems wh:ch it is now facmg
with disparities of many kinds.:
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