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INTRODUCTION

In this little book is summarised the second of the series

of Bukmini Lectures instituted by Messrs. A. Rangaswamy
‘ Iyengar and Rao Bahadur N. Gopalaswami Iyengar in memory
of their sister, for the propagation of the religion of Bhagavan
Ramanuja. The author of. these lectures Mahamhopadyaya
Pandita-Ratnam Mahavidwan Lakshmipwram Sri U. Ve.
Srindvasacharya Swams is the foremost Sanskrit scholar in the
Mysore Province. The learned Pandit’s great learning and
austere Orthodox habits is combined in a rare manner with
forbearence and toleration (santi) so much so, that even tseme
those who are immersed in the tendencies of modern civilisa-
. tion, have nothing but admiration for him. Having a deep and
settled faith in the religion of his birth, he has yet the natural
quality of finding only the good in otherreligions. The follow-
ing pages will easily impress the reader of the above qualities of
~ the Pandit. These lectures may be said to give out the essence
of his agelong study of numberless works, wide research, the
experience of a life and deep faith. In the manner of examin-
ing and setting forth the rival religions, there is a main agree-
ment between this pandit and Vidwan Vidya-Ratnakaram
Kodavasal Sri U. Ve. R. Narasimhacharya Swami, who
delivered the Rukmini lectures in the previous year. In a way,
therefore, the present lectures may be said fo be the comple-
ment of the first series. The first year’s lectures expound the
principles of the various systems of the ancient Indian religioﬁ_,
as promulgated by their respective preceptors : and the religion
of Sri Ramanuja is presented in relation o them. They are
~ published in the form of a book “NAVANEETHAM” (fresh-
churned butter). In these, the second year’s lectures, is taught
the course of conduct that should be folldWed by one who
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has imbibed the religion of Sri Ramanuja as presented in the
former. Manu and other rishis lay down that ‘learning must
consummate in conduct

In the first chapter of this work, it is first taught that the
principal fruit of learning the Sastras must be the attainment
of self-control and forbearence (Santi). Itis attained by a
dispassionate and wide study of many religions. The great
souls who have preached their religions in our land, begin by
declaring that in their religion, there is no room for passion or
anger. In this, the religion of Sri Ramanuja stands forth
pré-eminently. . It teaches that everything seen is God,
His body and His property.” The grandeur of Santi thay
should be found in a person whose faith isdeeply rooted ins
this religion is next explained. Wide study is necessary for a
clear understanding, without which even a godly person will
not have firm faith in his religion. Without faith the teachings
of religion bear no fruit. Such faith is the outcome of disciplin-

" ed habit from early age. Such discipline and habit constitute
‘Samskaram, and they set up one’s view point (bhavana). Our
religions set out three different view poinss :—(1) that the world
is all misery and must be annihilated ; (2) that all but the self
(atman) is misery and so must be got rid of ; and (3) that the
entire world, the self and the non-self, is real and essentially
blissful and so must be had. The last is the view-point of Sri
Ramanuja’s religion. It proceeds upon the footing that all
souls and all things are God’s proprium and exists for His use
é_md so the world is good and blissfull to all. The conduct of a
person with such an outlook should be appropriate to it. If so,
he becomes exalted as a great soul, as a great philanthrophist
é;}ld even ag an Avathar. He would be like God both in his life
and in salvation ! ’

'The second Chapfer beging with an examination of the
doctrine of karma, in order to first eliminate the delusion 6f
confounding the self with the body he inhabits. Unless man is
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responsible for his actions he cannot be the subject of virtue ot
.sin.  Past actions, God’s will, etc., how far interfere withman’s
freedom, to what extent man is a responsible agent and similar
questions are next dealt with as expoundedin various religions,
and how the religion of Sri Ramanuja stands in relation to
them is explained. This is a most important question asked
about our religion by modern students. The answers given here
are sure to convince them. It is also shown that several con-
flicting theories regarding the nature of karma are reconciled
in the religion of Sri Ramanuja. The Veda says, ‘“The
worship (aradhana) of the Liord is virtue (Punya) and offending
him is sin (Papa). God’s decrees of reward or punishment are
respectively the causes of our happiness and misery.” Hence it
follows that man gifted with intelligence and freedom and capa-
city to act, is responsible for his actions. Doing the works
pleasing to God with such knowledge is Karma Yoga. It aims at
no other object than the pleasing of God. Karmt Yoga leads to
the contemplation the essential nature of the self and eventually
~to the realisation of the self as inherently good and uniform in all,
‘ag the property and the instrument of God, as eternal and as
possessing the power of accomplishing the desired end. The
use of such a realisation is explained in the later chapfers.

Gnana Yoga is explained in the third chapter. The Sas-
tras seem to set forth three different paths for reaching the
i}.ltima,te goal —Karma, Gnane, and Bhakti. Bach path by
itself will not lead to the goal. Persisting in one of them alone
may sometimes lead to undesirable results. They are shown.
to be harmonised in Ramanuja’s religion. The enfire topic is
illustrated by copious authority from the sacred books, and by
special reference to a story in the Vedas. ;

In the fourth chapter is expounded the Bhakis Yoga,
which is attained by works performed with the true under-
standing of the self. The essential element in Bhakis Yoga is
Santi which is the negation of desire, anger, delution, ete
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The division of Deva, Man and Asura (Demon), results froin
the predominance of one or the other of these evil qualities.
To attain Santi, Samadarsana (viewing all as one and equal)
must be developed. For that purpose, the high qualities of
soul, namely, Dama (the controling of the senses) Dana (giving)
and Daya (mercy) must be nourished and made to grow. This
in its turn is effected by weeding out to the root, Kama, (desire)
Krodha (Passion) and Lobha (avarice). Here a story from the
Upanishads is quoted in illustration. Bakti Yoga, therefore iss
the unbroken meditation of God with overflowing love, with
perfect Santi, gained by the suppression to the root of the evil
qualities opposed to it. As the Bhakti Yoga grows, higher
eXperiences up to the realisation of the LORD HIMSELF,
develop step by step. Archana (puja to the person of God)
Namaskara (devotional prostration), Yatra (pilgrimage) Dhyana
(meditation) etc., are in the beginning the limbs or the means
of Bhakti Yoga. But in the ultimate realisation, they merge
in it. At that stage it is called Kriya Yoga (the Yoga of
Service). Bakti is essentially pleagsent (Ananda). Hence its
fruit, namely, the realisation of the Brahman and Brahman
Himself are alike bliss-full (Ananda). It is all-bliss unmixed.
There is no happiness or misery in the nature of things.
Happiness and misery are due fo man’s karma and the
differences of time and place, all in the respect of the same
thing according to the will (Sankalpa) of God. Hence when
viewed as His, all things are good and pleasant. This great
ideal of viewing the world and acting in accordance thereto, is
the supreme teaching of Ramanuja’'s Religion. Hence this
religion is called Sarva Anukula Siddhonta (the religion of
seeing good in all.) To one, who follows it, this very life is the
enjoyment of the bliss of Heaven.

Moksha Samrajye (The Kingdom of Heaven) is the topic
of the fifth chapter. The enjoyment in Heaven must be illus-
trated only by human experiences. Hence the Sastras various-
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ly illustrate the relationship of the Lord to man by the relation-
ships existing between the lover and the beloved, the teacher
and the pupil, father and son, magter and servant, the archer
- and his butt, and so on. They are separately ,“elucidated with
authority. Any one of the above ways suited one’s tempera-
ment may be adopted for the development "of Bhakti with
intense devotion on the richesse of Salvation (Moksha Aiswar-
yam). The greater the intensity of such meditation the greater
-would be the love towords the world, which is a richesse of the
Liord. Needless to say that the conduct of the man imbued
with such love would be catholic beyond description. Such is
the gra.ndeur of the teaching of our religion. In this connec-
tion certain adverse criticisms levelled against Puranic stories
such as Rasakrida (the sport with the shepherdesses) of Sri
Krishna, are answered. ‘

The last and the sixth chapter deals with the climax of
Moksha Ananda (Bliss of Salvation) reached by the growth of
Bhakti Yoga and which is attained in this very life namely the
Service of God. This is the supreme teaching of all Sastras.
Such service of God is no other than doing good to others
(para upakara.) The Sanatana Dharmas (dharma for all times
and places) common to.all mankind and the Varna Asrama
Dharmas prescribed for the different castes ete., laid down in
the Smritis and the like, and the rituals &c., laid down in the
Vedas (Vaidika Dharma) have only para wpakara as their
- goal. God’s first form is the Universe (Viswarupa). The Gifa
and other Holy Books teach that God regards the
doing of good to the world as his best puja. God is the
soul (Atman) of the world. Whatever is done for the
happiness of the body makes the soul happy. Similarly God
feels happy if the world is made happy. The worship of God
in His Holy Image in temples find consummation in pare
upakara. Similarly gift (dana) penance (tapas) ete., are differ-
ent kinds of para upakara. 1t follows that it is our duty to
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perform this kind of aradhana (worship) to God, %.e., para
upaka:a by thought, word and deed. Doing good to others is
meri- (punya). Injuring others is sin (papa). The vedas say
that at birth man is debted to gods, rishis, and the fathers. The
discharge of these debts are the different modes doing para
upakara. Of all the flowers that we may place at the feet of
God para upkara is the best. This chapter finishes by quoting
a beautiful address to a tree contained in Sri Bhagavata, which
brings out how the tree ministers to the comforts of all beings
by every one of its belongings from the root ‘o the dried leaf.

These lectures may thus be summed up. An intelligent
man learning the satras must first subdue the evil qualities like
passion and anger, develop santi; perform the duties laid on
him with a full sense of responsibility realising that he and all
the creation are God’s own and exist only to see His Divine
purpose; view, therefore, every one and everything as good,
beneficent, and blissful, like God and as part of God; develop
an intense love and devotion to God the soul of all souls, desist
from doing what He abhors and render services pleasing t0
Him and thereby enjoy His blissful communion; and realige
that the service most acceptable to God is the doing of good to
the world (para upakara), and accordingly regulate his conduct
in life.

N. SRINIVASACHARYA.
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