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THEORY OF ANTIQUITY

- Dr. S. Soundarapandian,

MA., M A, B.Ed, Dip Skt., PhD.,
Curator,

Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library,
University Library Buildings,
Chennai - 5.

PHILOSOFPHY TO PHILOSOPHY:

Any Philosophy to work, an inducement in mind is necessary.

This inducement may occur due to many reasons.

So, whon a person wonders at an antiquity, there is something

in his mind which is enkindled. What is that philosophy?

THEORY:

An antiquity is celebrated by one and all invariably because
he or she associates the antiquity with
‘1. Passage of Time
2. Concern of Ancestors.

These two constitute the basic philosphy of our Theory.
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PASSAGE OF TIME:

Man, since born, had been experiencing consciously or
unconsciously the passage of time. He had spent a number of
days in his childhood, then in his boyhood, afterwards in adulthood,
so on and so forth. His feeling regarding such passage slowly

forms a permanent residue in his mind.

So, whenever he happens to view a thing which is capable
of arousing this feeling of time passage, his senses are awakened.

Then he wonders at the object.

The very look of’ an antiquity, say a pot, may enkindle some
academic notes in the minds of scholars; it is true. But, what
about the folk? Why do they enjoy at the sight of an antiquity?

This is because of our theory, namely passage of time.

Even for mind with ordinary strength, an antiquity furnishes
a good figure only because of the above reason. Otherwise we

may not be in a position to account for this.
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CONCERN OF ANCESTORS

While the above marked philosophy works in many cases,
there are a few cases where one another element also does

function. This is our ‘concern of ancestors’.

When an antiquity, say a coin, is placed before a man,
immediately his senses, associated with their own family members,
are tickled. He begins to think, quite unconsciously, ‘Oh! This
was the coin, perhaps, used in the transactions of our fore father!’.

Because of this feeling he gives enormous respect to the antiquity.

While, "The Passage of Time", helps to wonder at, ‘concern

of ancestors’ functions to respect any antiquity.
These are common tendencies throughout the world.

If we don’t agree with the second, we may not be in a

situation to give reasons for the man’s respect towards antiquities.

We can experience in our daily life the concept 'Concern of

Ancestors’.
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When one sees a shirt of his deceased father, his eyes just
roll down tears. The same is the case with an antiquity. In case

of antiquity, the degree is more and elevated

‘Ancestors’ in the theory donte anybody akin with whom
when the man is having some soft cornor. The ‘ancestor’ may be

a dead or alive individual.

CONCLUSION

It is to be admitted that an antiquity may also be appreciated
in regard to its pulchritude and elegance. But this is not
predominent in cases of antiquities. An antiquity’s merit reaches

its peak only when the above mentioned theory works.
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TRADITIONAL SUBJECTS OF TAMIL
MANUSCRIPTS

- Dr. 8. Seundarapandian,

M A., M.A., B Ed., Dip.Skt., PhD
Curator
Gowt. Oriental Manuscripts Library
University Library Building,
Chepauk,
Chennaj - 600 005.

Tamil Nadu Government can keep its head high in pride, for
it has got an unique and glorious institution preserving more than
71,000 invaluable manuscripts, both palmleal and paper put

together.

‘Government Oriental Manuscripts Library’, (situated on the
first floor of the Madras University Library), is the institution,
which is toiling and moiling to preserve the manuscripts in 14
languages including Tamil by oiling the leaves soifing the noses

the workers who are coiling the the leal bundles with thread
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daly. Important dates of the chronicles of Government Oriental

Manuscripts Library have been furnished below:-

1783 - Colonel Colin Mackeazie came to ndia.
1880 - Mackenzie collected Manuscripts in full
swing.
1800, 1804- Mackenzie gathered Telugu Local Records.
1803 - Dr.Leyden collected Manuscripts.
1821 - Mackenzie died.
1828 - Manuscripts were housed at Madras College
Library.
1828 - H.H. Wilson’s Descriptive Catalogue of

Mackenzie Manuseripts was pulished.

1835 William Taylor prepared Catalogue for Manu

scripts,



1844 -

1847-1869 -

1855 -

1858 =

1862 -

1869 .

1870 -

65

Manuscripts were under the custody of Madras

Literary Society.

Library was under the control of Director of

Public Instruction, Madras.

C.P.Brown's collection of Telugu and Sanskrit

manuscripts took place.

Again Manuscripts came from London were

deposited at Callege Library.

William Taylor's 'Oriental Historical Manuscripts'

in three volumes were printed.

Institution was organised in the proper structure
under the name Government Oriental

Manuscripts Library.

Collections of Manuscripts of Mackenzie,
Leyden and Brown were kept at Presidency

College, Madras.



1870-1895

1878

1901

1914

1916

1925

1938

3
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nsutution functioned at Presidency College,

Madras.

Gustav Qppert's Catafogue for 32 volumes of

Local Records was printed.

Deseriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts

Vol.l was published.

Government Oriental Manuseripts Library

worked af Egmore Musewm Campus.

C.Q.Blagden’s ’A Catalogue of Mackenzie

Manuscripts' came out.

A detailed G.O.running to six pages was issued

for the institution by the state Government.

Goversument Oriental Manuscripts Library was

brought to the prenuses of Madras University,

Madras-3.
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1942-1944 - Government Oriental Manuscripts Library was
shifted the Venkateswara Oriental research

Insitutite, Thirupati (A.P.)

1945 - Again Government Oriental Manuseripts
Library started functioning at the premises

of Madras University.

Such an institution, possesses more than 16,000 valuable Tamil
manuscripts. This figure has been outdone by no other institution in the
world so far. These Tamil manuscripts proclaim us interesting traditional

Tamil subjects which can be listed as below:-

S1.No. Subject
1. Philosophy
2. Medicine
3. Yogam

4. Gnanam



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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Mantiram

Mantirikam

Alchemy

Lexicography

Niti

Karusastiram

Magic

Astrology

Stotram

Sailvism

Samudrikam



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.
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Calliyasastram

Saivasiddhantam

Literature

Akapporul

Dictionary

Srivaishnavism

Folk song

Ciruprabandham

Ithihasam

Jainsism

History

Nyayasastram



28.

29.

30.

31

32,

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.
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Cosmology

Antati Prabandham

Inscription

Vedantam

Atvaita

Drama

Islamic

Genealogy

Stray-stanzas

Folk-drama

Legend

Story



40.

41.

42.

43.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51.
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Alphabet primer

Kaifieth

Astrology

Music

Dharmasastram

Christianity

Pujavidhi

Grammar

Rhetoric

Travel

Maths

Short Stories
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53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.
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Kaviyam

Sitpam

Kanavu Sastiram

Prosody

Biography

Veterinary Science

Kamasastiram

Divination

Physiology

Kuravanchi

Prediction

Sarasastiram



64.

65.

66.

67.

68.
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Zoology

Veerasaivam

Upanisad

Siddha

Logic
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A MOVING PALANQUIN....

Colonel Colin Mackenzie’s manuscripts on Tondai mandalam
have been edited and published here without changing a single
syllable from the original manuscript.  This has been followed

with a view to help and promote further researches.

The present texts of various manuscripts throw light on not
only historical events about alsa inmuunerable cultural aspects of

Tamil soil.

Apart from historical and cultural aspects, these fexts are
also important in regord to Tamil language and its development

during various stages of time.

Definitely, this is a milestone in our feld of manuscript study,

Or.S.Soundarapandiam

M A (Tamil},M.A (Eng.}, B.Ed, Dip.Skt.,Ph.D-
Curatory

G.OM.L.

Chennai - 5.
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