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ENGLISH PREFACE

“A play attains artistic perfection jtist in proportion
as it approaches that unity of lyrical effect, as if a song
or ballad were still lymg at the root of it, all the various .
expression of the conﬂzct of character and circusmmstance
- Jalling at last into the compczss of a single melody or musi-

© cal theme.” —W alter Pater.

‘ What Pater, the profound critic and the master of an

-inimitable English pi‘osé style, has said in- the above ex-

- tract taken from his essay-on ‘Shakespeare’s English
Kings’ applies closely to the Sakuntala the famous drama
of the Sanscrit poet . Kalidasa: © The theme of the drama
is that which, with all the 1} rical charm, treats of the deep
love that had sprung between: Sakuntala who lived in the

-hermitage of her foster-father removed far away from the

~-busy haunts of men and the'King Dushyanta who accid-
entally visited her there whilé he:was on a hunting cam-

-paign in the forests at the foot of the Himalayas. The plot
‘of the drama 1is not variegated, ‘as in the comedies of
Shakespeare, by any artistically inwoven under plots, but

.is extremely simple and by means of the passionate love-

. -songs that appear all through .ard by its easily compre-

hensible unity produces an effect markedly lyrical. Never-
. theless, the interest of the plot rises at the point where
the poet complicates the situation by skilfully 1ntroduc1ng
. into it the curse of the sage Durvasa and making it ap-
~pear for a time as if the unity had been broken by that
unforeseen circumstance and by the conflict of character
exhibited between an innocent young woman absorbed in
her recent love-experience and the easily irritated Sage
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who had suddenly appeared before her. Still the lyrical
unity runs clearly through the succeeding events by the
interest of the plot being attached anew to the loss and
recovery of the ring which the king put on the "finger of
Sakuntala when he returned to his capital. From this it
must be evident how artistically the poet Kalidasa has; for
the purpose of the play, perfected this simple story taken
from the Mahabharata, the great store-house of the Indian
legends, by introducing into it the curse of Durvasa which
is not found in its original source but which has beeti skil-
fully created by the poet himself. Though the creation
of this incident looks admirable, so far as it setves 4as an
indispensable hinge on which the plot turns, T might be
permitted to question whether it is not inconsistent with
the stainless character of a saintly person. I have discussed
this point in the following critical study of the Sakuntala
and have shown how Shakespeare stands superior to Kali-
dasa in this respect.

But in the art of delineating the main and the sub-
ordinate characters that appear in this drama Kalidasa is
not in any way inferior to Shakespeare but to a remarkable
degree is his equal. With what great aciiteness Kalidasa
has penetrated to the inward nature of each character
in what brief, pointed expressions of thought and feeling
he has so well brought it out, and in what strong relief hie
‘sets omne in contrast with of foil for the other, can be
grasped ofily by those who make an attetitive and discern-
ing study of the speeches of each personage. To the best
of my understanding I have; in the following crmque
shown at length these psychological differences which the'
poet has so carefully observed afnd roted in his characters.
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Years-ago I happened to hear an English lecture de-
livered by an able brahmniin scholar on this drama of Kali-.
dasa. After.dwelling on some of the excellences of the
play, when he canie to speak of the character-study of the
poet, he; instead of goirig right through the speeches, mann-
ers and actions of each dramatic personage; and trying
to exhibit whether or not thete were special fedtures iff
each; summarily dismissed it by saying that Kalidasa was
sadly warting in his delineation of charactér and is there-
fore no peer of Shakespeare the prince of the dramatists.
That sweeping remark of the learned lecturer kindled in

‘me a burning desire to make a comparative study of the
dramatic daft of the two poets, and from that time forward
I have been reading critically not only the plays of Kali-
ddsa and Shakespeare but also the commeiitaries on their
plays. Unfortunately in the wholé range of either Sans-
crit or English Literature I could not meet even a single
commentary on Kalidasa’s dramas that is worth mention-
ing along side of the very interesting and illuminating
Shakespearian commentaries produced by Ulrici, Getvinus,
Schlegel, Swinburne, Dowden, Brooke, Bradley, Symions,
Hudson; Moultoini, Corson; Brandes and others.  Inh this
life no one cani experiénce a pleasure corhparable in its
height, amount and intensity to the intellectual and zs-
thetic pleasure which a study of these celebrated comm-
entaries afford. The pleasure given by these is equal.
only to that yielded by the plays themselves; nay; I may
venture to say it is even a degree higher than that. In-

“this class of brilliant Shakespearian commentaries must be
included also J. A. Symonds’ critical estimates both of the
British dramatists and of the old Greek tragedians Aeschy-
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lus, Sophocles and Euripides, since these mark an epoch
of higher dramatic criticism.

The great literary pleasure experlenced in the study
of these Shakespearian commentaries, impelled me to at-
tempt after their model a deep and discriminating study
of the dramatic art of Kalidasa, a Tamil translation of
whose mature production the Sakuntala I produced in the
year 1906 and a second edition of which is now issued
" with notes and the following critique which embodies the
results of my study. This and my similar critical comm-
entaries on the ancient Tamil idylls the Mullaippattu,
and the Pattinappalai, I believe, may serve to remove to a
certain extent the reproach that the modern Tamil liter-
ature is sadly barren of higher critical prose writings. If
the reader finds tbis my claim justifiable, I shall consider
my labour as sufficiently recompensed.

In the following critique, besides showing the merits
of Kalidasa’s dramatic art, I have also fixed his date in
the first half of the fifth century A. D. basing it on the in-
disputable epigraphical evidence and co-ordinating this
evidence by that afforded by the work itself.

Finally I am glad to say that, in tracing the origin
and growth of the drama in India, I quite accidentally
lighted on the discovery that this art took its rise not
from among the alien Aryas but from the indigenous
- Tamils themselves. I believe I have in the following -
critique sufficiently explained all the facts that led me to
this most important discovery.

Pa;llavaram, }

6-1-1934 VEDACHALAM.
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