HEDSE .@@Wh@ﬂ'ﬁ&”
Gusheniieb, o, ton, &idCuefwmy
 Qauetr@Bsreflaruig,
wp Sravwdap Liehig 5
af. @ uyavnih wanare cgymmavr

QupHu (
ssgzailranfens Cusigyn gd@wl&
_ Beway '

" sovwinem FEETD DA -6 LDCVE T SLIGkN 9. S
Srgbwd S, SGrwausre T s

ufi@erSési @
E‘f - weyd smn. draNamfrrg~ skt
SGoF '
wf of sGunalCrSefl @psflrentevuier
- uBddés i’ e, :
@%m' 1916. [Burd: &9,

Copy-Right Registered.






INTRODUCTION
By
SRIMAN

T. PONNRAMBALAM PILLAI Avi,

"M: R. A. S Retired Excise Commissioner
TRAVANCORE.

vSiva,gnali_;.— Botham.

"There is scarcely a Hinda south of Madras

- who has not heard of Srimat Kuppuswamy
‘Raju Garn of Tanjore. Notwithstending his
profound scholarship i Sanskrit, Tamil,

Telugu and Hindi, and his familiarity - with
English, Mahratti, Canarese, Urdu and soms
. other-languages, and his intimate  acquain-
tance with all the phases of the religions of
. his mother country, bis modesty has always
kept him in the back ground, without
permitting him to push himself forward in
* the lime-light of publicity. Bubt in spite of
~ himself, his vast erudition and the auséere
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life he has been leading for the las} Ee‘ﬁ;eraﬂl
yoars, coupled with his intense love for his
countrymen, which has impelled him to
establish schools on rehgwus basis, to found -
libraries and reading rooms and endow them,
;and to publish & graduated series of religious
books, that the truths of Hinduism may he
gragped step by step, have made his name
and famo known to a large mection of his
co-religionists in Southern India, nay,
beyond its bounds. He is & real Sanyasin in
the real sense of the term, unlike those
yellow robed imposters, who are to be found
all over the country to feed on the sweat of
the industrious. It is an individual of this
character that ought to be dubbed Swamy, -
and not those human sharks that eat away
the vitals of the country.

. 2. Anerudite sage, as Srimat Kuppuswamy
Raju is, is" well -qualified to write a :
commentary on Sivagnana Botham, the -
greatest %uthonty on - Saiva Siddhanta the
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faith of the majority of the Tamil speaking
population of Southern India, There are
already four commentaries on this great
- sacred book. The first is by Sivagnana
Swamykal of the Thiruvavaduthurai Mutt ,
the second by one Pandi Perumal, the third -
by Vijagra Yogikal of the Surianar Coil Mutt,
and the fourth by Mr, J. M. Nallasamy Pillai
'B.A., B.L. The first is indeed a learned
work, but owing to the abstruse language
used in elucidating an abstruse subject, and
to the large amount of technicalities
introduced into his commentary, in a pedantic
spirit, it could be understood and appreciated
only by people who have spent years i
magtering the Tamil olassics, and the
intricacies of a highly scientific grammar,
viz the Tolkapiasm. The second is rather
tame, and not looked upon with favour, by
the generality of the Saiva Siddhantists.
The commentary of Vijagra Yogikal is still
in Sanskrit Mannsoript, and it is therefore
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@ sealsd boolk, and will continue to be so, il
the labouns of the presens learned and God-
fearing Pandara Sannathykal of Susianar
Coil and his desciples, are brought to a close.
Mr. Nallagamy Pillai’s work is in Engligh,
-and he has done his utmost to render it- as
~ intelligible as possible, to that portion of the
publis for which he intendsd it, but the _
glamour that halos the work of Sivagnana
Swamykal, was o drag on him, It is therefore
refreshing to find this new Commentary in
the field, in order to elucidate the Sivagnana
Bhothaw in such a way, that it may be easily
underatood by the ordinary reader. It ought
iherefore be warmly welcomed by the votaries
- of the Seiva Siddhanta, It must howevec ba
-submitted, that the new commentary is not
without being beset with technioalitios, and
other diffioulties, but following the -example
of Sivagnana Yogikal, the commentator has

added copious notes wherever any explanation
iz called for,
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3. As there is mo wmaterial difference
between the Sanskrit and Tamil versions of
the Sivagnana Bhotham, the ocommentator
has taken up the former text, translated it
into Tamil and commented upon i, Sutram
by Sutram. . The commentary hag- eertain
new features about it. The Agamas are
considered t0be the foundation of all religious
belief amongst the Saiva Siddhantists, and
they certainly form the code to regulate
their every day religions praoctices. But ab
the same time it is their firm- conviction, that
the truths contained in the Agamas, and
Vedas, are identically the same, if not they
converge towards the same end.. In donfirma-
tion of this statement, it is said- by certam
- Biddhanta Sages that -

“ G"a/,a@wlr L& @mwmlr zd)m,malg/rw 2

The Veda and the Aga.ma. are mdeed hue
books of god.

“ Cagib L, ggar Lre). Quibursiod %o



8

The Veda is cow & its milk is the trubhful
Agama, ’

In conmsonance with these statements
the learned commentator has demonstrated
the identity of the spirit of these two
revealed books, and in doing so, has laid
under contribution, all the Upanishads and
the Puranas, and all other sacred & profane
literature in Sanskrit & Tamil. In the same
menner, ko has reconciled the supposed
antagonism between the Vedanta and
Siddhanta. The Masterly manner in which
the commentator has marghalled his facts
and arguments, and the endless array of
authorities both from published and . un-
+ published works, brought to bear on every
important question, are an undoubted proof
of the high intelligende, and the vast store
of information he possesses. The latter could -
not have been secured but by a patient labour,
and researches of years. It may perhaps be
sacrilege if one were to compare the merita
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of this humble aud modest individual, with
those of a cononised Saint as Sivagnana
Swamykal. The trite saying, that no prophet
is honoured in his time and ‘country, holds
good in the case of Srimat Kuppusamy Raju,
For, I must take leave to.say that he is more
erudite than Sivagnana Swamy was. Perhaps
if the swamy had the advantage afforded by
the printing press established under the
aegis of the benign British Rule, he wonld
have been more learned. But the fact is, as
I bave opined, whatever may have been -the
canses.

- 4. In concluding this necessarily shert
notice, I cannot but confess, that I took upon
myself this task with great reluctance at the
ingtance of the publishers of this volume.
Sriman Kuppusamy Raju completed the
commentary after an arduous labour of years,
handed it over to them, and went away to
Benares. Had he remained at Tanjore and
passed the sheets through the Press, unostente



8

atious as he has been all along his life,
he would not have sought the aid of anybody;
much less that of this humble writer to write
an introduction to the work, or-t0 prop it up,
and commerd it to the favour of the public.
‘As he stands to me in the relationship of a
preceptor, (for it was from him I took my-
first lessoms on Sivagnana Bhotham), and
as my knowledge of Saiva Siddbanta ig
_meagre, it is rather presumptuous on my part
to say anything respecting the work. However
as I conld not but comply with the request of
the Pablishers, 1 have made the introduction

as brief as possible.

Sivasailam )
Alwarkurichi \; T, PONNAMBALAM PILLAIL
5—¥j-—1916. ‘ - -
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