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OPINION

==y

The Nadars are low, cries, Sarma-Dasg pud
Untrue is the charge;ever by themselves denied.
Are they not then in strictest reason clear,
Who wisely indeed malke 011}3 their case here?

Though the present time is not Opporture, for
ethnologis research, and the production oftreatises,
on tha subject of castes, and creeds, yet, a Nadar
scholar of life-long celibacy, and the standing of

Gurukal Ramalinga Periyar, i3 certainly within
his rights, to bring to light the npunswerable facts
and figures, based on the perennial, and unpre-
judiced, . opi_nions of no less persons, than
Dewan Bahadur, V. V. Nagamiah, the first graduate,
of the Maharajah’s College, Trivandram, and the
distinguished anthor of Travancore Btate Manual,
honoured with the admirable 1npuu11uu1 of three



VIII

of the Consummate premiers of England viz. Harl
Asquith, TLord Balfour and last, but not least,
Mr. Licyd George, ‘the Wizard of Wales’ happily
now living, and Rao Bahadur Sundaram Pillai M A,
a solid Tawmil scholar, and the well-known author
of the dramatic Manonmaniyam, men, who would
never sell themselves for gold, or suffer themselves
to be seduced from their first love of truth, as the
malign Carpers, who apply themselves, now-a-days,
to the mean purpose of murdering their conscience,
in cold blood, with the swords of the figment of
bards, and canard of sycophants, on subjects of
ethnologic importance, and Tamil antiquarian
interest. '

A. PONNIAH NADAR.

Late of Hindu College, & C-M. College -
Tinnevelly. 7

Editor “The Southern Star’and Author
of ““Life and Liberty et



‘ B w0 savQaual
gy Srefwbgmyorerei @hg snGogs

tSMest el rev
B aurari.
PR BanT B S chH18TLp S HI
DT HAT, GTLD, 6F-

Bapaureni. @Jnma@fé&a’; GBESsT eTapFu ¢ mrair
wessi '— oreip mrdy srew (N@GHE o porssg er
v $8gew. @& srri Fapstd FbLEs I aenTid
Qsera@ @ lgErsms YFHCuUrL_ b ore o8
F0s QFsEp 5. @5 Jfra\)n@/ﬁw@m;m .g,xnnila':ﬁ &
Spans, FAu Csflu L, S8 @sSu Gred @n
Lredsir @inetr evios@md sraaw Quocradrss. Lips sre g G
srLiT wrlert srets e widR, FEs@rCau ms, ot
vandl, Baplwet ewdsn, g &, _yBsrs gpevpenn
psduapmp Giore s wes Qsflds@psm. Gews
g E@p srni wasrgermssT, Hsl upmsTe s HEoQw
IYTFITEO(D, OONMUITSD QUNLDEFIVES BB G @par—
Cepi -wrarmpsrs wramrgih 6@ wBian’®, Gar
upplin’ B easg ummgn, wpRuyh e urF GT G LG &5
Qeflu, wor erpps® Qaran@anp sl veaman_ - Hlsanis
SIS (I Gheil oT 6L Gl Sabrari.

4—3-—37. s



FOREWORD.

S P

Tt affords me pleasure in writing a foreword
10 the book,  The Nadar Kings and the Naik
Kings " as it comes from the pens of Mr. Ramalinga
Gurukal, a great Tamil Scholar, and Mr. Kumaraiya
Kavirayor, a distinguished poet of Perunali. The
anthors give a masterly exposition of the subject:
which is intricate and obscure, exploring 1t
‘through the long and weary path of research
Though the unreliable historical sources of tradi-
“tion are handled in certaip places, the main
conclusions are based upon the solid evidences,
such as, epigraphic, numismatic, archaeological,
and historical writings. both Indian and foreign.
" The summary furnished at the end of each
chapter and the general summary at the end of
the book are commendable in as much as they
“drive home the points Simplicity, force, and clarity
characterise the style of the book throughout.

o
f-f o
i
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, To begin with, the authors prove with facts
indisputable that the Nadars have been existing in
‘Tamilakam’ from time immemorial as a ruling
community, giving rise to the dynasties of the
Pandya and the Chola Kings. The martial spirit,
the high sense of duty and self respect, the
straightforwardness and other noble qualities
exhibited by the Nadars, in whatever oa,ll they
may be, corroborate the view that royal blood runs
in their.veins. The shock experienced by theinvasion
of Malik Kafar inthe early part of the fourteenth
century, the disruption of the Pandya and the
CholaKingdoms by the conquest of the Naik generals
of Vijayanagar and the establishment of the Naik
dynasties at Madura and Tanjore are then graphi-
cally narrated. Lastly the vicissitudes of the
Nadars are traced to the present day by’ picturiug
to us how they, after being dislodged from the
citadel of power, were oppressed by the ‘conquerors
and how they took to commerce, agriculture, and
other occupations. ‘

Vincent Smith, the learned historian, says
“The materials available for the study of early
Dravidian institutions ars not yet sufficiently
explored to ‘permit of history being based upon
them. Some days, perhaps, the history of
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Dravidian civilization may be written by a
competent scholar ~skilled in all the lore and
languages required for the study of the subject’.
These words plainly show that the history of
‘Tamilakam’ is obscured by the mist of time.
A praiseworthy attempt has however been here
made to tear the veil of obscurity surrounding the
Cholas and the Pandyas and to give us & peep into
the palmy days of Dravidian civilization.

History should not merely trace the rise and
fall of dynasties, but it should illumine the present
explaining how the preseat condition of society
has evolved out of the past- 1t is pleasing to note
that the authors have succeeded in holding a
mirror to the present in order to make it intelligible.
It is clearly set forth why there was the influx of
- the Hindustari, the Canarese and the Telugu
speaking population into the Southern parts ~
resulting in the disappearance of the social equality
- and the right of tempie entry for the Nadars. The
authors explain why there is a concentrbion of ‘the
- Nadar’ population inthe Madura, Ramnad and

Tinnevelly districts particularly in towns, like
Sivakasi, Tirnmangalam, Arappukottab, Virudhu-
nagar and Sattur which can boast of many Nadar
merchant princes and philanthropists, leaders of
social and political movements and big Nadar
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edncational ipstitutions It is pointed out how
some of the Nadar brothren were driven into the
fold of Christianity. The authors expound all
these in the course of the book in such a way as to
give an intellectual treat to the reader. Hence
they have succeeded in showing how to solve some
of the pressing social problems of Tamil Nad in
the light of the past. :

The authors try to pive the way for national
unity by taking care to lift the subject out of the
undesirable communal controversy by not wound- -

- ing the susceptibilities of other caste people. The

Nadar commuanity stands oppressed to—lay with
the loss of her birth right of temple eutry in the
Madura, Ramnad and Tinnevelly districts.-
Ignorance is the cause of misunderstanding and
prejudice. - Sincs the canse of antipathy existing
betweeu the Nadar community and the other castes
has bsen historically explained, | hope that the
book would inflnence the other caste people to shake
off their assumed ‘superiority complex’ and redress
speedily the grievances of the Nadars and that it
would make the Nadars feel proud of their past
achievements in the arts of peace and war and
inspire them to play their part, worthy of their

- past, in the larger national life of reawakening
India. .

E. PARAMASIVAM, B. A., L. T.,

YIRUDHUN&‘?AR'} , History Assistant,
92-2-37 , The Nadar Town High Schoal.
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