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PREFACE

‘T chief glory’, says Dr. Johnson, ‘of every
people arises from its authors’. The Tamils arc a
poctic people. Their poetical literature is a vast
treasure of which any nation can well be proud.
Greece gave birth to Homer and Socrates. The
Tamil land gave birth to Tiruvalluvar and Kambar.
Kambar is the Homer and Tiravalluvar the Socrates
of Southern India. The literary glory of the Tamils
rests on Tiruvalluvar and Kambar, not to speak of
Auvaiyar and a host of others. The object of this
Lssay is to present to the College student a brief

survey of Kambar and his immortal Ramayan.

My thanks are due to Sriman C. Muttukrishna
Nayadu Garu of Chengalvaraya Naicker’s Qrphanage
Press, for his exertions in obtaining for me a photo ot

Kambar.

, PERAMBUR,
o “th November, 1909. }
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* ¢ The Ramayan is the only poem which inspires our
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