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PREFA C’E 70 THE TAMIL NADU SUR VEY
 MANUAL.

“Tamil Nadu can be proud of a well develbped survey
system from last Century itself. The origin of Cadastral

Survey in India can be traced to 985—1011 A.D. during

the reign of Raja Raja Chola I Arul Moli Thevan of
Thanjavur. Tamil Nadu had also the distinction of having
the Standard Meridian for India for over six decades, the
world-famous Great Trigonometrical Survey having
commenced with the measurement of 10th April 1802 of
the Base Line from St. Thomas Mount to the presend
Rajaji Hall and closed on the same line after 62 years.

‘2. The first edition of the Survey Manual was
published in 1859. A second edition was issued in 1861.
Both these Manuals dealt only with Survey as up to 1866,
demarcation was done by the Settlement Department.
That department issued a pamphlet in 1861 entitled
““ Rules for demarcation of boundaries for the Revenue
Survey *’. On the transfer of the work of demarcation to
the Survey Department a ‘‘ Revised code of rules for the
guidance of the demarcation branch > was published in
1867. For some years thereafter demarcation and survey
were performed by separate Survey Parties. The parties
were amalgamated in 1873 and a Manual was published
in 1874 embodying rules for both demarcation and survey.
A revised and abridged edition was got up in 1888. In
1911 a new and fuller edition was compiled by the late
Diwan Bhahadur M. R. Ry. M. Ramaswami Nayudu.
The Survey Manual was revised ~last in 1923 by F. P.
Vincent Gompertz the then Director of Survey.

3. The present Manual consists of three volumes.
The first volume contains the rules and principles for
Cadastral, Town and Street Surveys. The second volume
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narrates the duties of certain Survey Officers and gives

details of Survey Instruments, Aids to ~Sufveying and
cognate matters like the several changes consequent on
the introduction of Metric measures in the Survey and
Land Records and on the re-organisation of the depart-
ment implemented from 1st March 1968. The third
volume contains specimens of the standardised Survey
Forms.

4. In the previous edition, there were no instructions
about the functioning of the Central Survey Office (the
Map Drawing and Printing Office). These instructions
form a new chapter numbered XXT in the present edition.
The syllabi for imparting training to the various categories
of officers and staff have also been newly added in the
Appendix XIT. The financial powers conferred on the
various officers have also been set out in a new Appendix
(XXIX).

5. The revision has been done by “Thieu“F = Ni
Subramaniam, M.T.S., Assistant Director of Survey and
Land Records, Cuddalore, under the guidance of Thiru
S. Ganesan, B.A., M.L.S., Deputy Director of Survey

and Land Records and Technical Adviser to the Board of
Revenue, Madras-5.

Gl ta}_{e this opportunity to place on record the

valuable and silent work done by the Survey and Land
Records Department in the administration of this State.
T also recall that this department has contributed to the

development of the administrative set up of Andhra
Pradesh, Mysore and Kerala, too.

Celebrations that took place
organization an occasion to pla
activities of this department,

The Survey Centenary
in 1968 have given this
ce before the public, the
which. has functioned









INTRODUCTION TO
TAMIL NADU SURVEY MANUAL.

In several districts of the Tamil Nadu State, a registra-
tion and measurement of lands was undertaken during the
first quarter of the 19th Century.

~ The account prepared therefrom, which is called the
‘“ paimash >’ consists of a list of lands described with
reference to their relative position and their tenure at the
time, and contains their approximate areas calculated from
measurements taken with a pole roughly in the direction
of the cardinal points of the compass. The method of
calculation of areas, called the Khasra, was to multiply

~ the mean of the north and south measurements by the

mean of those east and west.

No maps were plotted from the paimash measurements,
which were not only often inaccurate but also generally
insufficient to enable boundaries to be located with any

certainty.

9. In 1853, under the orders of the Madras Govern-
ment, an experimental revenue survey was commenced in
the South Arcot district. During the two succeeding
yeafs, the subject of a general survey of the whole State
was fully discussed, and in December 1856 in the Court of
Directors sanctioned a scheme submitted by the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu and strongly and unanimously
recommended by the Supreme Government. Shortly
afterwards, a Superintendent of Revenue Survey was
appointed, and the required establishment having been
sanctioned the revenue or cadastral survey of the State

was commenced in 1858.
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CADASTRAL SURVEY.

3. The object of a cadastral survey in the Tamil Nadu
State is the delimitation of the boundaries of village and 1
holdings, and the preparation of (1) village maps showirg e
the boundaries of groups of holdings, called hereafter
survey fields, and the more important topographical |
details, (2) large scale plans of survey fields showing the'
boundaries of each holding, topographical details and all
measurements and (3) land registers giving the number,

nature, tenure, area, assessment and reputed ownership
of each holding.

\\ A resurvey is made when the changes in occupation
- and in the boundaries of fields are too numerous to be dealt i
with by the Ordinary Revenue Staff, or when the previous

survey is considered defective. -

In G.O. Ms. No. 1029. Revenue, dated 9th March
1963, the localities surveyed under the defunct system of
surveys in pursuance of the old Acts have become ripe for
resurvey, and they have besn ordered to be resurveyed in
the first place, as part of the Development Plan Scheme
under the head “9. T.and Revenue—f. Development,
Schemes—General Resurvey of State »’ to s_vn.chroniée Wﬁh‘
the introduction of metric svstem in the Survey and T.and
Records.  The remainine localities surveved under the
Tamil Nadu Survey and Boundaries Act VIIT of 19923 are
to be resurveyed in the second phase.

The vears 1949 and 1963 oave the department g
resurrection in that the surveys of Estates and the ceneral
resurvey of the State in resnect of the areag dealt with
under defunct laws and obsolete svstems of survevs were
now ordered by Government to be done under the Tamjl
Nadn Survey and Boundaries Act VITT of 1993 Resurvev
once in 25 to 30 vears as is the nractice with the Survey
of India is essential at least for the reason that the original
Survey Records cannot prevail against the prescriptive
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