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INTRODUCTION

In the long and extensive tradition of Tamil language, quite
a large number of literary pieces in various genres have emerged
in multi-forms to attract the attention of the people belonging to
different generations. The nature and function of the literature
varied as to the needs and necessities of the Age in addition
to the tastes and aspirations of the people.

The periodical development in the creative talent of the
Tamils has to be found out. It should bein close proximity
with the nature of the Age. Only then a clear picture of the
background features of the literature in qu2stion could be under-
stood profoundly. A New Era might inspire and streamline
certain treend of thoughts which would create changesin the
content, form and expression of particular piece of literaturee
Everything should be visualised clearly before  evaluating
of the titerary marit and finding out the literary theories
of the work.

Literature should be studied and enjoyed ina msthodical
and sincere way by one to have a full idea about the subject.
A clear impression of its worth has to be formed before
analysing it more deeply in parsuit of literary theories. Asan
ideal reader, a shrewd critic must bringout trained judgement
which would be fully azcounted for. Every conclusi>n should
be subject to thorough examination before any radical judge-
ment is passed. The intellectual freedom of criticism should
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have to be used freely in all kinds of literature without
prejudice to the ideas conveyed therein;:

In ones quest for the literary theories of a particular piece
of literature one should know the trend of the Age in which it
was written, the aim and aptitude of the author; the influence
of the piece upon the people and their reaction to it. These
have to be sought out in clear terms. With preconceived
notions as to ones own likes ‘and dislikes if anyoqe attaches
special importance to a particular thing, place, point etc. he
could invariably not reach suitable conclusions which would be
acceptable. The principles of criticism as noted from the
critical works of eminent philosophers, who spent much of their
time in thinking, seem to be as something equal to the various
interpretations of literature or literary activity advanced from
time to time.

Only in the recent past the art of Criticism began in Tamil
in a methodic way which at present seems to have attracted a
more positive, attention than ever before. The historical
perspective, critical estimate and theoritical concepts of the
literary pieces have to be analysed and presented clearly.

With an earnest intention of tracing out the literary theories
pertaining to Tamil, the International Institute of Tamil Studie
has arranged monthly seminars and hitherto, in fifty fivemonths,
scholars competant to present papers in the particular literature
have satisfactorily responded to the request of the Institutes.
Various pieces of literature from the Age of Tolkappiyar upto
the present period have been taken up for intensive study and
open discussion. The Insitiute has already published 3 Volumes
and at present this particular one carrying 12 articles is released
as the fourth of its kind. The articles in this volume are
arranged (from Culamani to Paratipatalkal) according to the
chronological order of the pieces of literature taken up for
evaluation.

In Calamani the path of righteousness as according to the
doctrines of Jainism have been expounded in detail most
- effectively. The author adopted the method of discussion to
intensify his points. This epic stresses the strength of fate and
describes the transitoriness of wealth, pleasure, beauty etc. As
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seen in this piece, the old epic conventions change to give place
to new things.

‘Kallatam’ follows many of the literary traditions of the
past and gives vivid accounts abeut the greatness of the Pantiyas
and also the splendour of Maturai. This literary place is very
much in unison with the Cankam Literature in its form where a
in content it is akin to the works of the Middle Ages. Saiva
philosophy has been treated in poems having the from of Akam
poetry. It is said that the seed of ‘Tamil Nationalism’ is found
in this literature itself.

Ativirarama pintiyar has imprinted his name in the
- annals of Tamil history both as a proficient ruler and a
competent author. He gives much thought through his Akam
Poems. What he gives to Tamillanguage from other literatures is
really a good contribution to it.

Tiruvilaiyatarpuranam is a literary garland of 64 mirculous
incidents played by the Lord of Maturai. In the hope of
alluviating the soil of Saiva religion this work has been written
by the saintly author. Puranic materials are treated in the form
of a literature having literary qualities. Certain arts like music,
dance etc., are dealt with in detail and some philosophic inter-
pretations are given with purpose.

Cirapuranam delineates about the qualities of a man of
literature as he should be proficient in the particular language he
writes and also should be a man of good character having keen
intelligence. In a literary truth has to be expressed in beautiful
work language so that it would be sweet and attractive.
Cirappuranam is a work intended to show the path of righteous-
ness and directs man to do good things in life to attain the
blessings of the Lord.

Astapirapantam is mosily the sum and  substance of
Nalayirativyapirapantam given in its essence. It speaks much
of the glories of Lord Tirumal. The greatness of the devotees
and the effect of object submission to the feet of the Lord have
been accounted forin this work. The songs about the 108
vaishnavite temples sung in the form of Antati require special
mention.
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Civappir akacar has not only shown his talent of poetry in
creating narrative and devotional works but has proved his indi-
viduality in writing beautiful short poems mostly didactic and
devotional in nature. His efficiency in composing Acukavi,
Maturakavi and Vittarakavi necds special identification. He
speaks much about the Lord the devotee, the poet, the
preceptor, the holy spot, philosophy, righteousness ctc. He
represents facts both directly and symbolically. Though he
follows traditional forms of posiry he has made some notable
changes in presenting Kovai and Kalampakam.

Tempavani seems to have bridged the Western traditions of
poetry with the literary form of Tamil. In the pzn of a
foreigner, the alien materials are domssticated and simplified
to the understanding of the people. In adopted storyis given
in the forms of an epic by using certain old literary traditions.
To give some more effect, the epic has been developesd by inter-
locking a few stories with the main plot.

Kirttanai is closely related with postic form of literature in
many respects eventhough certain conspicuous features are there
to give it an individuality of its own. To praise and glorify the
greatness of the lord, this form of pozm is more suitable.
Kirttapais which have had dramatic qualities abound in literary
flavour than individual songs. These songs lack in literary
embellishments besides the establishment of co-ordinated
thoughts.

Kaficipurapam may be stipulated as one of the best of the
Talapuranams. This helps to know and understand some of the
difflicult points of upanisatam and like.

Tanikaipuranam is rich with thoughts and ideas of Casikam
literature. Moreover it gives much ideas about Caiva Cittantam.
A part of this piece of literature is like a small pirapantam with
Akam conception which can very well be called as Kovai. The
Puranic traditions in correlation with the principles of Sanskrit
have been greatly followed in preparing this piece of work.
Songs having various Cantams are used to make them more
effective to the given situations.

The individuality of poet Parati rests in the forms and
beauty of his poems. They are simple, sweet, elegant, humani-
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tarian, religious, national, philosophic and above all something
best suited and useful to the time of their presentation. High
thoughts are greatly simplfiied in them. They are given out, in,
attractive form of simple poetry to suit the taste and standard
of the people. The problems raised by his poems can engage the
attention of the literary critics of the Tamil language as well as
others with real interest,

By dint of labour and strenous effort scholars have observed
something in the particular pieces of literature given to them.
What they have given out may gain effect inthe prospect of
reaching much more clear conclusions regarding the Literary

Theories of Tamil.
Editors
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SEI&ETrCougsr — oyLped Gausmeir (1328)

PWES Psss SPS QsTLrisarred Quui elard&ah Qo
fKpirit.

QanisQuwirer QUuIFRIGT — SHHSRITSD 978)
ST QUIITTEST — BB BT EED (1240)

2 euent 5y CFi b Qaua PBH Q&ETY.uTeaT ¥ —
;L Gargsr (118)

elmeryy b mid Qe bs @B QU wrFgater —

ol greveugar (1916)

23



sr. Gau, m?gw&rnﬂ

Beler Guyrib ewel pai — gheueverryrip (ll77)
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umpw gHUTLRE sassasd 3 serdarert er@phs LSw
THUTLL B BlapFAsesd, @ s5Tos 55357 E5F Fows
Gami_urGa@sd, GuasTi@®s FowdsTiu  wFysesd,
SLOBTLB& ariilusg Qsreransaesd 17-24b  mrHHT6ETIE®
w@uuiewr srilige Gsrearpu eearellsr semgub, 18-y HTH
bramew SOppT  H FsewgTwul Dirawanfluyd, @)ésmeilw
priigd CGamar) slpsTiigw @QwmpssTand ylss R
Quilu oy PeharTaa)b saleher rayd s wpedaufer ULt
urTHP D sHUMS Hpay b B vawbns CsbuTaals STl
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awulCoCw wyweiéfs srTesfdar AUSS5E &FTSMaTLTEGLD
ereruTH T, ? wpLeisfs sregfdar  wparGermiy.
wurss CsrearPu @ssriwepn uaBay GODUTHSEHS
AoCu @@ wrEuGL FreoauTsla Yol DA,
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Tt g wrefl_g Gl wWESFaSmSuLjlD UL LILNTDD@QULLD
ca@ng 96 2 wibs &Tsmear adaruBa puildame.
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l. vawemy poduri. F. glpaaiss osiluprsi;
1970, us 66.

2. Meenakshisundaram. K., The Contribution of European
Scholars to Tamil, 1974, P. 32. '

3, vewlur® eearp omfled awTphs HECsTIE GLg.
e emrewri eTarp $50sT10s84 sal@plli_b SewH
srovsmard &HoPsCsTi wi@Cw sH LwEQUD
wpg-uyib ereir gy gpaflaud :mlwsTss @ ihRer .
Meenakshisundaram, K., Op. Cit, P. 335.

S. ¢It (Tempavani) was intended to serve as a summary
of the Gospel history, and is full of legends. In style,
it is thoroughly Tamil. The Student will find some
fine passages; but as a whole it is monotonous’, Pope.
G. U., The Sacred Kural, Preface, P. §.

6. Xenophon eraruaafler Cyrus ereirm mrauib, Statius
erewitauiflesr Achilleis, Silius, Italieus eréirp SmoQwib
s@ptd @by Fenarss L6 H miSeir per.

7. Tillyard. E. M. W.,The Englih Epic and its Background,
1966, P. 226.

8. Meenakshisundaram, K., Op. Cit, P, 335.

9. Ibid, P. 324.

10. John Samuel, Studies in Tamil poetry, 1978, P. 169.
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11. Narendranath Bhattacharya, The Indian Mother Goddess,
1978, P. 48.
12. Maxim Gorky, On Literature, P, 243.

13; Tilliyard. E.M.W., English Epic and its background, 1966,
P. 148.

1. Maxim Gorky, On the Art and Craft of Writing, P. 243.

15. It is when the poets theme and his treatment of it are in
marked disharmony that the poem whether intendned to be
universal or restricted is an artistic failure”” Burton. S.N.,
The Criticism of Poetry, 1977.

16. Meenakshisundaram, K., Op. Cit, P, 325.

17. urend, Qsd, 203, uc. 7, Qs 22; uc. 19, Qed. 1;
uc7; Qedr. 91; . 9; Qews.  70; Qewi. 60.

18. Robert Caldwell, Tamil Popular Poetry, Tamilian Antig-
vary, No. 2, July 1872.

19. Quoted in Problems of Modern Indian Literature, Stati-
stical Publishing Society, Calcutta, 1975, P. 94.

13 551 69l mear (1L
l. Gauuraiemils smz

sralgy Sredar wris GCswT BTy Tl GHLbU
Qurer Plov aTilus swearTar auerer Amhbg Qererw wpsed
ey O guals Hpepd Qsran® 5 padGume UTPBS B
Qe prii. ST DES SaugQFuw (OELEEY T
aarew @l pwmarTed SRSSLAUDH Y FawCurer sTar D FaLs
GGl paalowde wiow weard Qswleapri. @emp
W@HETT a7 106 6o ad & (18 0) & T GBvr L. &) LD LOGW & @ Lp L1 & ST 6| LD
Cousenew uiew T gyid eup S 96w ourew auer PBUGT TG 265 6M LD
ewisg warwdp QuugReaTpri. Sray GLpHm S W
gGym gaeir ereign) b Losir e iy Qereeyiu yuoaushis arer
wisar awflari & GyimsCur@d weaadGur®un TaASH
BT D@ Qeofearpri. afuled Smwe pule &Pl u@o
U QUbisaeryyd sau®, GLB, 055 Qopaafs QFwmn
allw Qsudseer o ciwent] edw b g wuTpSHK@pTI. Sw Guul
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FGT ST s 5TEE upsCurg Qe wpTs Caraw® ST gyib
2 pIPuTew 2T SSTID, YWMFES WPQWTS Sl_ayer [OLISE
MEWIT D Yo Hewp (pPwigd&er mri. @Bl Gwmiianmii
ul® wraw® HawgCaur® 2.uiS0s5whs odaTaniw® gyb
Loevw gl W& eth wpLg @Gttt G myResr mit.

2. Quuiigsnyenrid

ApsTwefllssr Quuis sTrausms m Bspsd amd
wrs olardgh Gaaemp Gumeargy waflaumd  Gsburaiess
srnwsGenr QuUwisd sy G s 67 s GG GiT DT alar e
OwssCurg aumariS g b Goe Cgmar ‘erer wmiled Gsib
LTI WIT QTG QUITL.T WBGT W&er” erer g Qum s STaayb
SePpsd sTUWS soVNDESGS Coburam ererp QL
gowpssTead HJUOUWOT sTUw s Per Quurms Y ¥
Qsamayd yPRCpTd: HHweans uLasHayh (106) sron s
Ser @m0 urL- gy gpaflai eaarevar @ewpeuer Lomiidd
Yaflwssehd Csburaead gy Syopiugy &I G
B55 3.

3. drwrapelouidsr eurpsmsd &Py

smamevLciguey Ggrel Quewd (Constantius Joseph
Beschi) erawayd @Qw HQuwi Qsmresere_ afreompasfloud 1630-gyh
YT Faubi eTLL_rib BHTer Qareflen &Y. wr P gyerer(Republic
Venice) smevy KaflGurar (Castiglie) erarayds  parsHe Ip5
sri. 1698-gib yawd @QCuws samuuléd (Society of Jesus)
Geihs @out @rQasirarmaiisy (Revenna) 1700ap 56 [OLELT
sDYs QeT®S80F. 9 ser srewi QST g BTG QYaT@
sar @ew puiwe (Theology) wuler mmi, Bl$sraiwer, @ 5 Qeir,
9@ eh&, BCr&sd, 1987 wib, Currit 5 8siv, Fwev@ s sih, @b
sl srasl, 581D H&w @artsg Quridsafle Bo® yaaw Qup
Bobs ofrwrgpalaut 1710-9é @)s8wurene youun® 1711
- yar® Gio om &ib 8~ gy ibpTair Lgang $8mEFau (Madura
Mission)iev Geri g, &0y Sudsalrmufib S8 M pri.
Caouraemilou wgomrs $8ips 5hss o TG i Mewr .
Sy priZge udBary UGS sef gyib Qev prruanfluyh  8ipes
ueaflyh Qg eaaverhp HS8p mros@ars uenL_. g gj
SO flawsSw wowETiEg o1sH B Qserp ofgorepahauri
S1lpuoaralies Suwg 66-YybawBod 1747-2yb Qaw® Quiimeud
BUTET&Tio BT6T S0gG Q) mySiwes s WYYy-S5% Qareaa.mi,
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Q& diujar

1. oL dswrom 2. ydaraar WWHBSHLESTS 3. S@hewrmd
ugt ugsw 4. HS5Csd ybwTer YywwTaer 5. s
sTagris swwbusd 6. Gsouraeaf 7. aemardssme
gar 8. QevamseiliT.
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l. @rar sewissd 2. @Tewd sawewmTy. 3. GHTEW
elergasd 4., HusFFoud safigd 5. ufsi Guile
Besud 6. Lrwnissen sms 1. Cusswpsse
8. wéCGsiflergFway 9. urs@w g srhsw 10. eumwer
#f$Grd 11. Gaugalarésw 12. CaSuw@urepssib.

[B)60 9 % 63T 161 % 5T
1. &ermalav 2. QaT@H50p Qwdsawd 3. QsFp
silifwssemd 4, Qs merared efardsb,

I HFT D &6T
l. sgpagn® 2. sBp—QwsSear gsgrd 3. Gunis
g8 Qg Sear— O Yegrs.

@urf QUi iy
1, 8msener (YusSer QumHRuuiiiy).

LGS S BT 60 SeT
l. erwé savewry 2. @Gewuriid 3. &5s0wesd
4. . @rewGurgsw 5. Casuflrs werTpSrh 6. BTE
sran. Qaewur 100 7. Sedsavammy 8. ofrQueps
9. masHugpamm.
(Quuass mrOsHT Ymardgh epafarmed TR SLI
uLL ey GTWUSDGS SH&& TN MiGeT Qo . Qevar
selly Gougue Brosesd palad QubhlusTes apliu®
Gebr peur )

5. Gaguureeniiuisr hzpto Cau piuBih Qedtujsir o1 e eir
AP BDH HTIL_LD
1. pri@u ueb 1, 16, 36, 58, 64, 74.
2. mspuuc e 1,16, 39, 51, 61.
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aereir safl$s uLawh 1, 9, 32, 44, 53.

urewrl 0 uLeb 1, 16, 27, 47, 51.

3.
4,
5. Pmwer ur e 1,16, 26, 39,55,71, 87,113, 128, 143,
6. mclr?ag)lb Qun@psg uLeib 1,24, 34, 45, 58.

7.

8.

9.

swb Csrpmy U 1, 29, 44, 60, 74.

eowih Bi@ ue 1, 20, 44, 63, 72, 82.

wpalmers uLem 1, 14, 32, 58, 71, 84, 95, 96, 118.
10. wasamer uLeb 1, 9, 24, 43, 58, 76, 92, 109, 124, 135.
11. sr &0 u_ao 1, 15, 35, 58, 80, 87, 103,
12. waer Gpibs w1, 13,28, 44, 58, 72, 80, 83, 92.

By Tou Gl &HTRITL_LD

By fhig uewo 1, 8, 20, 26.

2. @erauew wrf0 w1, 12, 19, 38, 48, 64, 76, 88, 91, 98,
110, 123, 126, 129.

3 Qeraaear Qapnio uen 1,8, 19,41, 57, 73, 82, 90, 99,
109, 114, 119, 131, 142, 151, 168,179, 183, 186.

Gea sCumeyr Qaup e 8, 16, 24, 30,39, 52:

4

5. &mens G&i ur_ewib 1, 13, 27, 40,

6. &arud wrwmrae smew e 1, 13, 24, 34, 43,

7. wuree y@ uLad 1,6, 18, 21, 26, 36.

8. A5Hrs st ueib 11, 18, 30, 55, 66, 82, 97, 120.
9. B augih w5 UL 1, 14, 24, 35.
10. a®sg Gei uLaib 1,4, 12, 24,

1l. sewmg wsSro ueo 1, 10, 22, 30, 43, 54, 70, 80, 93,
113.

12. Gerg Garevail uren 1, 12, 22, 24, 31, 38, 44, 36.
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4.

5.

APIT DTN G| T I LD
Gyaisar awen gt uLeib 1, 11, 19, 29, 39, 57, 74, 85, 91.

s@evewwer wTL 0 uLe 1, 15, 27, 40, 54, 77, 91, 118,
139, 144, 158, 171.

@Tust e 1, 9,19, 29, 37, 46, 61, 66, 80, 93, 102,118,
129, 137, 145, 155, 166.

umwer KLU0 u_ e 1, 20, 36, 54, 75, 86, 97, 113, 127,
141, 149.

Casé Gawerws uLeib 1, 18, 26, 35, 49, 55, 66, 77, 89,
97, 109, 121.

BU@0  ueeb 1,920, 35, 42, 61, 85, 91, 101, 114, 123
140, 146, 151.

difits wswaudsraw u_en 1,15, 19, 24, 36, 47, 61, 80,
8s, 94,

yBrr&su uLeb 1, 11, 22, 32, 39, 48, 51, 72, 90, 97.
Hemfl CasrpHm e 1, 12, 23,

syl uL e 1, 13, 23, 33, 45, 53.

2 $gmers uew 1, 20, 27, 39, 56, 68, 74, 81.

Y@@ uren 1, 17, 28, 44, 50, 74, 81, 94, 102, 107,
117, 129.
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1w1s QG5 Poouybd yH& agpuri Op LDIT ) SGVS@EHLD, Ga(H
QardransursCar gowis Haow OS5 Ly Haowasald &L
Qupfer PG,

Qs GisswearsGilu Quretisearmar ¢ sieamLs shfsn’”
aarp peoevlemwgeaea  OpQuryhls &issomaramerd
BUIpS B gsmarsaser @UILBdaTapid wpwHRuS $LiLp
& g smars@ns@dar safl QueLd Qardamsurss Qamereart
Ul (peirer g,

Qe sely, & & Famar ereir p angor $HCCw e Herer
fpPa Caugur@sephd, aga upfu QareraswTaGa oy m
STHGE SO R 8@ Qasfu 2 5Hab a@SHSE FpLy
oL_Peirere.

gigsemar et p Qerd @ia, ‘EisH° erdrLig ygsQsme.
Q@ ys1p etard Qur@geru@b. sl @Qena ereirp QFmed gyd
G yap oTer @i Qurgedr QoUUg QEGSE sGS5S55555.
ufureé, Qeu@sry afltured, Qe psrwerimi LS
smaed eren uwpaeuld slfle @ensl urL_dwaer @@BLiueab
&g sewen ereirp angelev HAflFl UTL VST YdWES S R0
GPN_ G555 GTO SLL.DTGLD.
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@ewpareileir  ysevpls  LTL, FOWSSFUBSmard
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