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‘Foreword by the Authour
to S“ANAINTHA VILAKU”

(TRANSLATION)

It was my ambition to create a good story in mellodious
verse. “Bi%orps alardg” (Blown out lamp) is the out-
come of it. This is not my pure imaginary creation. Itisa
subtle mixture of an ancient story and mine own stuff. The
basis of this story is adapted from Kundalakesi, an epic.

Kundalakesi is one among the five celebrated great
Tamil epic Poems, the\four other being, Silapathikaram,
Chintamani, Manimekalai and Valayapathi. The story
proper of Kundalakesi, as narrated in that great epic is not
at all available anywhere in the world, as the Poem is'a lost
treasure. Still, the outline and synopsis of the story are said to
contain in Theri Kaathai,Dhamma Patha and Angutharaniyoka
which are of Pali literature. Besides, in the commentary of
verse 286 in Nilake:t, a Jainist Philosophy, the followmg
summary of Kundalakesi is manifested.

The Prime-minister of the kingdom of Raja Graham had
a beautiful grown-up daughter named Baddhirai. One day
as she was strolling on the balcony of her mansion she beheld
a handsome youth led away by gaolers to the gallows.
Instantly she fell inlove with him. That unhappy fellow
who was the target of this ““Love at first sight’* had been
the son of the king’s Priests The criminal was condemned
to death for High way Robbery. “
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As Badhirai expressed her desire to marry this condem-
ned mam above as her spouse, and adamently stated that she
would never marry anyone else,the minister greased the palms
of the gaolers and saved the dacoit from the halter.

Later the prime-minister gave Baddhirai in marriage
to that thief. They lived happily for many days. But as
illuck would have it, one night in a lighter vein she remarked
that after all he was a Robber! Though he pretended to have
swallowed the insult, -he never forgot or forgave that
humiliation. '

Later, one day he invited his wife to accompany him
to a hillock, where he was proceeding, he claimed, to offer
his grateful and thank-giving prayers to the deity that
saved him from death. As she readily consented and went
with him to the top of the hillock he shouted at her and
cried, “Now fali in worship to any deity that you hold
‘sacred, as you are going to meet with your end at my ‘own
hands in a few minutes. “How adacious had you been to call
me a Robber at my own face!”” She was much too shocked
at this unexpected outburst. However, wise, clever and
Intelligent that she was, she decided to outwit him.
€“Whoever be a greater god than a husband to a chaste
wife?’” asked she and cajoled him, ‘Pray, permit me to
circumambulate you, my Lord, and offer my humble prayers
at your feet.””> As he nodded in consent, she went round
him, and kicked him down into the steep valley to his death.
Thus the rogue met with the poetic justice.

As Baddirai felt disgusted with the way of this mundane
world, she embraced Jainism, became a Sanyasini, and had
her head completely tonsuied according to Jain tradition and
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wites. But lo! Her hairlock again grew lustily in all mag:stic
-waves and curls- She was hence called ¢“Kundalakesi®’, a
+erm which denotes curly hairlocks.

This is the story which Nilakesi offers us. Ouar story

“in this boak is broadly based upoxit. But there is a vast

-difference throughout. Synopsis of our story that follows is as
here under:

The Crown princess Komalavalli is the only issue of

sthe king of Thanjavar. She is a scholer in Tamil. She m:t
-‘with Sundaranathan, a thisf, and fell in love with him. As
rthe king condenned him to death for his crime, the princess
dntervened to express har desire that she would ever remain
.a spinster if he is executed, as she had already given room in
er bosom as her only hasband. The king remmltted the
:sentence, and made him the chief of the Army. o

Prathapan, the king of Madurai, in his lust. towards
‘Komalavalli invaded on Thanjavar. Sundaranathan met
thim on the battle-field and won his victory. The king,
.immensaly pleased at this valour of his army~chief, gave his
.daughter in marriage to him.

One da§ as the thief and the princess ware mutually
.adoring each other in amorous spesch and verses,
Knomalavalli expressed that he has not yet given up robbery
anor muarders. He was highly incensed. Buat he never
.showed his mind out.

As summer came, Komalavalli was found suffering from
whe agonies of sammsr-heat. He thought it was the propsr
moment for him to avengz himself. Hs took her to seme
ill resort.
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- -On a moonless night as the couple were spending happy
moments on the top of a hill, the robber burst out his anger-
and ordered her to offer her last prayers to her deity. She-
went round him with folded hands calling him as the only
deity and at the right moment pushed him down the-
precipice to his doom.

Later as she arrived home, her old father due to advance-
in age offered to abdicate his throne in favour of his
daughter. But she refused the crown. She favoured only:
the Republican form of government, which was readily
accepted by all. The king after his abdication had himself”
become an ordinary citizen, so also his daughter, and the:
kingdom became a Republic.

This is the summary of the story of this book. A
gomparison would reveal the difference between this story
and that of Kundalakesi.

This story is divided into nine parts in this book. The-
heading of each part is named in the very words that are
employed in the verses of the climax of such parts. Under
the heading of Synopses of story proper in each part [ have
given the outlines of the narration. If the book is read in.
the footsteps of such synopses, the whole story will reel in.
easy flow,

The Title

I bave chosen the title ¢“Blown out lamp’’ in earnest
and hope this would justify the cause. Corresponding verse
to denote this title is found in the ninth part of this book.
Komalavalli’s lamentation— €‘I am indeed a blown out
lamp!” is culled 'out from there to adorn the titls of thls.»
book.
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Komalavalli was indeed a flame of glory In the fields of
<ulture, knowledge, wisdom; and beauty. Her lusture
-diminished as she married a thief. The flame of her happy
-days was after all blown out. This is Subtly expressed in
her lamentation. Hence, the title of this book is shaped
from the heroine’s tragic life proper.

“The book

- Some chief aims of this book are:—

1. Ifthere is no good political system of govcrnment '
Mo country, no citizen can ever live in peace. Therefore it is
that there are constitutions framed in each land.

2. Thereason why citizens resort to robbery, larceny,
‘murder etc. is poverty and unemployment. Therefore, it is
the duty of the govt. to erase them out.

3. Itis a mistake to call love ‘divine”, and lust ‘beast-
dike”’. Loveis a common phenomenon, whereas lust isa
unique feature. The essence of love is lust. Lust, in
.general, means happiness. Hence, it is not proper to praise
one and condemn the other totally.

4. However much alady is lettered and learned she is
.disappointed in her love or lust. Men can easily dupe them
or cheat them. Women-flolk are seldom equipped with
«clairvoyance.

5. Itis the duty of the governmeat, of a state to
.convert the criminals into law-abiding citizens.

6. Those who are indulged habitually in criminal dealings
-since their childhood cannot bz emly corrected. Bad
fhabits never get erased quickly.

7. Republican form of government is by far better than
-one-man rule.
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These ideas are specially conveyed in this booke
Besides, some fdeals and imaginary description of naturah
events also find their place.

Poems

The verses of this book generally follow the pattern set’
by Poet Bharathi in his “Kuyil Paattu” and Bbarathi Dasan:
in tis ““Sanjeevi Parvathem’’. Following verses are com--
posed in the metrics of *“Venba”.

Generally a Venta contains four lines cnly, but those:
exceeding four and reaching 12 lines are called ““Nedu Ven
Paattu?’ or “Pahrodai Venba'” Qp@ Geustr urlGL. @b
Breay 56a (0ared, Gty 470) The Tholkappiam sets 12
lines as maximum limit of such lyrics.

Yapparungalak kaarikai calls ¢“Nedu Ven Paattu™ as:

““Patrcdai Venba”, Later grammarians also follow this.
rule.

The Kaarikai does not prescribe the maximum pumber
of lines of a Pahrcdaj Venba, though it mentions that such
Venbas contain more number of lines or verses: <ig.
usen s Qg fape uSOmenwnd’’ (srflans)

Whereas Tholkappism prescribed the maximum limit,.
later grammarians conveniently oOmitted the same to
accommodate the later innovations of succeeding generations.
Hence it is permissible, they claim. There are no liter
ature available to show Venba of mapny lines-
Therefore, it is 1ot right o include the same in Venba
series. But there is a lyric called €Kali Venba” which
qualifies the qualities of Venbas. Tholkappiar calls Kali-
Venba as Kaliven Paattu™.
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1. Definition given in Tholkappiam for Kaliven
Paattu” is as follows:—

R0 Ourmer sl Glasrery. Guisor d
BfGer A eumeug sallGleusior uriZGr.,

2. There is asub story under the title ““swSdpia
e.ar$s arens™ in Silappathikaram composed in Venba
Iyrics. Towards the end of that story Adiyarkku Nallar
(a commentator) writes to say that that poem is ¢“Kaliven
Paattu®’. He says:—‘‘@Glgi searOausrgymn QurminGua
SHGSTH, wreod somgomuun, GCsupbd smgsewud
anpg wPpGpeoud, e pliufdard pLpsGoeuh apb
Brersigud aflphg eaumsarsr Op6 Gleusbur L rarg s
Goushruri_Lr 5 glswri .

3. This is Adiyarkku Nallar’s commentary. Hence,

we call any stanza containing more than 12 lines, but
composed in the metrics of Venba, as a Kali Venba.

Many lyrics and verses of this book are of Kaliven
Paattu metrics. Besides, Viruthappa, Aasiriyappa, and
modern verses also are employed here.

That easy style, sweet melody and modern meanings
should adorn any poem is my dictum. Learned authors also
conslder such poems as new service to the Mother Tamil.
How I hope that this book of mine containing such poems
and ideals will be a2 new jewel in the crest of sweet Tamil.
1 wrote this only with such a cherished desire. If this book "
in its own humble way assists the growth of Tamil, I shall
be highly elated and delighted as the one who gained the.
great prize.

Anban
SAMI. CHIDAMBARANAR /



Story of ‘‘Anaintha Vilaku”

By Sami. Chidambaranar

Sundaranathan was a great robber. He was often
plundering the city of Tanjore.

*-.Dayanidhi was the king of Tanjore. His wife was
Thankothai Devi. _They had an only daughter-Komalavalli.
She was of-great beauty and was well educated in Tami
method of studiess She was the crown princess.

The king’s men took great efforts for many days to
catch the theif. At last their efforts fructified. On the out-
skirts of the city of Tanjore ran a big river, on the banks. of
which had grown great forest, dark with bushes and trees.
There Sundaranathan was hiding himself. At last Irulappan
one of the army chiefs of the king traced the thief and arres-
ted him,

. The arrested robber was manacled and dragged through
tlfle wide streets of the great city of Tanjore. People witnes-
sihg the scene spoke a thousand trivial things about the thief.
His companions could not liberate him. Unablz as they were
they returned to the forest with grief. '

?

On the terrace of the palace the princess was playing
with her friends. Attracted by the noise of the people she
left her play and came running to the street, There she saw
the handsome Sundarapathan; he saw her; their eyes met;
that.one moment of ecstacy! Oh! love had born at first sight.
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.. The army chief brought the thief before the king. The
king ordered him to b3 put beiind the bars that night and to
be brought before him the next day. Irulappan was given
great many rewards. Sundaranathan was locked in the
prison; Vigilant soldiers were placed to watch him .

t
1

I

Sundaranathan was sleepless in the prison; the beautioss
form of the princess occapied his mind and eyes; he felt as if
she herself was present there; he sung with all the fanciful
and mad delight of a lover; the soldiers laughed at his mad
behaviour. His haartizssasss left him bicause he had given
his heart to a beautiful graceful damsel whom he loved
with all frenzy. ‘

The princess, state in the palace was none the better.
She dreamt of the thief. She was disturbed and dissipatted
by the thought of her marriage with him may remain a dream
for ever. Her friends were all in great sympathy of her
state and strived hard to alluviate her grief. Bat instead it
grew.

I

* The next day dawned beautifully but it was a painfolf
beauty to the lovers. Immense throngs were pouring in at’
the kings court to witness the trial. The king came with his
entourage and occurpied the tarone. He was surrounded
by wise ministers. ~ ’

Komalavalli was also present there because the king had
¢old her about the trial and had taken her to the court.

The thief was produced before the king. The. king
levelled many charges against him. Buat the robber unafraid
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retorted “°Oh king! you are also a thief; murderer. There lIs
no difference between us” he said. The king infuriated took
bis sword to behead the thief.

But Aaimathiyan. the chief minister of the king stopped
the king; and admonished, ¢‘Oh king; let us know what the
robber implies apd then punish him.” His rage alluviated
the king settled in his royal seat.

€€0h thief!” interrogated Aaimathiyan ““how there come
no difference between the king and you? tell me””,

Replies the robber. €Yes. Your majesty! I commit
thievery; and I kill those who try to trap me. Moreover I
rob only the rich and [ kill only in self defence. But the
king, what he does? He robs the toiling peasants and labourers
in the name of taxes; he commits homicide in wars. Isit not
robbery? Is it not murder?”

The learned counsellor said ““But oh thief! the king?’s
acts are aimed at the country’s welfare. It is accepted by
the wise and admired by many a man. It is done in public.
But your act is despised by all.

The thief could not answer; he remained silent. Terible
wave of silence reigned at the moments that glided away.

At last the kingconsulted the counsellors as to what

punishment is to be given. It was agreed that he should be
beheaded.

But vetrinathan, a learned ,counsellor of the court
interfered and said ‘“your majesty! this man is young and
brave; moreover he is wise. Kill him not. Reform him
and make bim usefull to the country’s service”. But the
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people rediculed the learned words of Vetrinathan. The king
also turned deaf ears to his words.

The death Sentence was confirmed.

On the pronouncement of the death sentence the robber
was bewildered but the courtiers were happy. The eyes of
the thief and the princess met. The thief fell down in great’
grief. The princess was also deeply grieved and she swooned.
The courtiers wondered at the happenings. The court was.
dispersed and the princess was taken to the palace.

1v

The punishment pronounced vpon the thief plunged the
princess in great sorrow. Her heart throbbed at the thoughts.
She swooned. Everybody in the palace including the king
and Queen attended her. They tried their best to heal her-
ailment but it did not.

The next day’s sun rose above the rough mountains.
and the vast seas. That day had been fixed for the-
beheading of the robber. The princess, encovraged by her
pure love, exhibited it to her parents. They were greatly
bewildered. “Your [ove on the robber is not love'’ said the
king. ““But it is mere lust. Forget it’" Thankothai Devi also-
persuaded her. But Komalavalli would not give up. She-
argued that love and Iust are the same and ultimately said
that she would not live if she was not married to her hand--
some lover.

Then the Queen also persuaded the king to change the-:
death sentence.

The king took great pity at the lover of his beaulifuk
daughter, He sent a signed message, altering the death
seatence, A girl of the palace hurried to the execution place..
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V.

It was nooa. The scorching sun was at the zenith. The
Tobber was standing on a raised place. A great mob Wwas
around him excited. Some peopls pitied him asd others
were happy that the robber is goiag to die. The king’s
-officer has given the command. The klller raised the sword
-oyer the thieves neck.

All of a sudden a cry stoppad him. A girl was runniog
‘towards the killer shouting *“Stop! kill him not! The king
has altered the sentence!”” The message was handed over to
the official. The execution was stopped. The robber was
taken to the king’s court. The people were astonished by the
happenings of the day.

In the court. the king declared. ‘I am impressed by
Vetrinathan’s words. Hence only we stopped the execution.
We think it befitting that this young man may be reformed.
"What do you opine?

~ Vetrinathan approved of the king’s action and suggested‘
that Sundaranathan may be made the chief of the army.

Aaimathiyan also said that he would accept the same
provided the robber promises that he behave in a good
manner. Then the king questionsd the robber asto his
intention. '

The robber replied ‘*Your majesty, it was my poverty
which compelled me to commit robbery. From now
-onword I would bz a different man; and I would do uato
perfectlon whatever you command’’,

At once the robber was made the commauder of the.
&ing's forces. The king gave him fabulous prizes. Some of the
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courtiers hated the king’s decision but some others apprecia—

" ted it.

.~ The king went to the princess and told her about the
tappenings; her sorrow vanished like snow before the sun.

VI

Madurai—it was an adjacent territory to Tanjore and its.
king was Prathabhan. Many a king was ready to marry
their daughters to him. But he did not assent to many. One-
fine ‘evening he went to the garden in his palace. He sat on.
one of the many beautiful benches in the park. In a nearby
treebranch were perched two lovebirds. They were wooing. On
seeing the love of the birds, a sudden flash of a feeling had
come into him, Henceforward he became sorrowful.

The ministers in his court found that the only penance-
to his newborn sorrow fs marying a beautiful girl to him.
They approached the king and Sugunan, the chicf minister
told him about the beauty and intelligence of Komalavalli..

The king accepted to marry her.

' Message was sent to Dayanidhi. After waiting for many-
days they got the reply from Dayanidhi declining the offer.

Prathabhan got enraged. He invaded the city of Tanjore-
with his forces.
Dayanidhi convened the court immediately. The spies.

of the king informed him of theunpending invasion. He was.
astonished. Bven the ministers could not utter a syllable.

But Sundaranathan rose up. °¢I shall go with my
forces and vanquish the proud alien king.””> he swore. The
king also happily granted permission. The armies faced.
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«ach other on the battle field in the outskirts of the city.
Prathabhan was defeated and his forces were driven away .

The king and the people were filled with joy oa hearlag
:about the great victorye He was given a grand welcom: in
‘the court. The king declared *“I give my daughter Komala—
-valli in marriage to Sundaranathan as a trophy of his great
victory. She alsoisin deep love with him.”” Many a man
-appreciated the decision; a few people hated this.

The royal wedding was celebrated in a grand manner on
the fixed day.The king confered many boons upon the people.
"The united lovers revelled in great pleasure.

viI

There was a pleasant park behind the palace. In the park
‘was there a beautiful pool, with bloomidg lotuses. The
dovers were there, speaking about their love, their dreams
-and so on. The princess requested him to sing a song. He
sang a song in which hesaid that the purelovs of the princas 8
-alone did make him a reformed man.

Then Komalavalli also sang a song. She sang “Oh my
-dear! you’ve robbed my heart. I cannot bear even a little
while of parting. So you’ve n’t left your old profession of
‘robbery.”’

But the old robber could not catch the meaning. He got

‘his feelings lacerated. He got offended. But he did not show

‘out his anger. Then they left the park and went to the

palace. .
VI

From thenh onwards the robber got parplexed in mind.
thoughts of his old guilt tormented him. He found suspicion
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in the eyes of the others whenever they looked at him. He
was haunted by an ever-growing sense of guilt. The royal
tife became sour to him. He began to hate Komalavalli. He
awaited a chance to take vengence upon her.

The Summer season also had come. The princess got
inflammation of skin owing to excessive heat of tha climate.
Nathan thought that the apt chance had come to execute
his vengence. He proposed that they may go to Nilgiris
where it would be pleasant to be in the summer season.
She also accepted.

- They reached Nilgiri with their attendants. - They
-settled in a palace. Many days glided by. It was a newmoon
.day. On that evening they reached a mount. Below the
mount was a deep canyon. It became datk. The princess
proposed that they may go to the palace. But the thief said
*you humiliated me. You called me a thief your vanity. I am
“going to kill youn. You now itself pray your god.’*

The princess thought in her mind that she would kill the
trecherous robber. So she said to the thief, ““you are my
Deity. I do not pray any god but you. Please stand wup.

"I will come around you thrice and pray you."”

The robber also stood up. She came behind as on the
pretence of prayer and pushed him from behind. He was
thrown into the deep canyon and was elimenated for ever.

But the princess could not bear the sorrow of it. She
began to cry. The attendants found her in that state. They
took her to the palaces The next day they left for Tanjore.

The city was plunged in grief. The people were all in

sympathy for the pitiful plight of the priné’ess. The aged
king also bscame fed up with his kingly status. He convened
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the court and declared ¢“My dear citizens! I have growm
old! The Princess became the most pitiable woman because
she married a robber who is to rule this country. We shalk
tike to know your opinion."

The chief minister argued “Komalavalli may ascend the
throne- Her act of killing the thief was an act of courage. It
is no sin.” All the courtiers acceptcd the view.

The king stared interrogatively at ber face. She spoke
€61 am doomed because I did believe in false love. € ‘Th’:e
mouth of a furnace can be sealed but one cannot shut the
mouth of the gossipping world. Moreover, peoples’ govern-
ment is the best governments People can rule themselves inv
2 better way than we rule. So let this land become a: peoples.

‘1and, a republic.”’

The king and others accepted her words. The Ring
expressed his wish that he would be one of the citizens; help~
ing the rule of the peoples’ republic. Komalavalli also nodded
her assent to be a-citizen helping the republic to thrive, the
republic of the great Tamils.

The people formed in a great republic; elected a ‘repre~
sentative assemply,” made ‘one among thém the chief and
lived very happlly thence fox;@vard
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