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“Om Namahshivsye"

THE SUPREME GRACIOUS LORD
MANGALESHWARA

TEMPLE AT
THIRU-UTTARAKOSAMANGAI.

——r—

Persons of this country as well as of foreign
countries embarking on pilgrimage appear to be quite
ignorant about the SITE, IMPORTANCE and other
relevant particulars of THIRU UTTARAKOSA-
MANGAI. Consequently, they return back to their
respective destinations from Rameswarant.

Hence it is deemed quite indispensable to guide
the pilgrims with some most essential facts pertaining
to this sacred places; so that they may not be deprived

of the benefit, of worshipping the SUPREME LORD
MANGALESHWARA.

SITE.

Upon a plain grassy land, thetemple stands like a
vast amphitheatre, with %’cs turrets and pinnacles up
above. The grand ﬁ?noﬁna of the long looked for

temple, in the form of nighty crescent, breaks upon
one’s wondering gaze.

- It stands about ten miles apart and to the south
west of Ramanathapuram City. Please see the plan of
the temple showing the LAY-OQUT of the various shrines
within the temple precincts. Fach shrine has got its
detailed history for which “STHALA PURANAM” in
tamil is available in the temple library.
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TRANSPORT FACILITY.

This place is annexed to Ramanathapuram City,
through metalled road bus route and the bus service axe
available from 4 a.m. to 10-80 p.m. at a modest charge

of 0-55 N.'P.
UTTARAKOSAMANGAI; .
According to the erudite editor of our holy book
«TIRUWACHAKAM” the term UTTARAKOSA-
MANGAT is interpreted universally this way:~-

It is stated that our SUPREME LORD SHIVA
has exhibited 64 sports in SOUTHERN INDIA; Conse-
quently there fore, after displaying 57th sport, he
repiired to this place with GRACIOUS GODDESS UMA
Here he taught HER the «“AGAMAS” (Agama sastras)
once again as requested by Her. Thus, the Uttara-
Agama-Kosa expounded heres at the request of Mangali
(Lady, i. e., UMA) gave to this place the name of
UTTARA-AGAMA-KOSA-MANGAI which the
dropping of AGAMA, has come to be known brieses as

UTTARAKOSAMANGAL

IMPORTANCE.

In the crowded galaxy of all the holy places in
India, this sacred place shines with a lustre of its own.
It is a thrice blessed spot beneath the heaven to be
associated with an ideal of all that is pure and holy.
The dreamland of the Devout Hindus longing for
salvation from an earthly existence from the repeated
birth and death, the very abode of place and joy eternals ¢

lies here.
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The atmosphere of harmony and peace here,
renders this sacred place an object of unique and
genuine admiration. Some holy places grant to an
intelligent aspirant only purification of mind and heart,
after performing the most difficult austere pepance for
a long chain of succession of periods and strictly
adhering to the gospel expounded by shastras and even
a slight deviation, turns all the efforts of the aspirant
futile.

Some other holy places assign to an intelligent
aspirant only perishable worldly pleasures if he
performe an austere penance as enjoined in shastrais
but salvation can never be dreamt of by such aspirants.

Now at this sacred place; even if a poor aspirant
aspires, the Grace of our SUPREME LORD starts
immediately, bestowing upon him the guiding light,
enables him to march on progressively, by leaps and
bounds; starts burning his «“STORED”’ and “ FUTURE”
KARMAS which are the seeds of future births brushes
aside all the obstacles raised by the fortune of the
aspirant, in his aspiration. Thus by and by, leads the
aspirant to such a stage, where the aspirant becomes
familiar with the wisdom of the SUPREME LORD:;
here his merits and demerits get counter balanced and
he is set free from «ANAVA” «MAYA” and
“KARMA-MALA” and attains «“EQUALITY”,
«WISDOM” and “SOLACE”. Now he starts adoration
of the SUPREME LORD with the above quoted three
flowers  Finally, he loses his individuality and gots

Qnited with the SUPREME LORD which is the main
goal of life.
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The greatest glory of a building is neither in its
stones nor in the gold; but its true glory is in its age -
and in that deep sense of voice fullness of stern watching
and mysterious sympathy: nay, even of approval or
condemnation which we often feel in walls that have
long been washed by the passing waves of humanity.

It is in this golden stain of time that we have to
look for real light, colour and tne preciousness of
architecture This fundemental truth has been fully
justified by this sacred plase.

The age of this temple is unaccountable; even
many more times ancient than the Rameshwaram
temple, whereas the Rameshwaram temple has got
«JYOTIRLINGA” ag the form of the «SUPREME
LORD* This temple has got “SWAYAMBHU LINGA
(Self produced) as the form of the “‘SUPREME LORD”,
the manifestation of LORD MANGALESHWARA and
the GODDESS MANGALESHWARI being the
originating and ever sustaining energy of the universe.

Akin to Rameshwaram temple, this temple is
also having PEETHAM.

An old sage «“KAKBHUSUND’S SAMADHI”
existing under the shade of one five thousand years old
tree, reminds us of the vivid accounts of the remotest

past.
Lord NATARA'JA’S temple, the first

Chidambaram is established here and the idol of the
lord is made of the most precious green /emerald) stone,
On the auspicious occasion of the ‘AARUDRA DARSHAN’
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day, falling by the end of December, a huge multitude
. assembles here and worships the lord.  Above all, this
place is celebrated by the saints all over the land as
SHIVA-PURAM itself.

In conclusion, it is stressed that not.even the
least margin has been allowed for any exaggeration in
any nook or corner of this note; but it is purely the
practical experiment of the aspirant and the publi}fc, in

general, is requested to rest assured of this fundamental
truth.

Despite being such an important <historical and
religious centre, this sacred place was shrouded with a
thick veiled sheet of obscurity so long, which is thg
matter of great surprise.

However it is anticipated that the widest publicity

and circulation of this note, would undoubtedly achieve
wonderful results intended.

T. U. MAUGAI,

13—12-773

East Tower,
} (8-d.) Suresh Prasad Swamigal.
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