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*Korkai. referred to by Ptolemy s identified with
Kilakkarai of the Ramanathapuram District by Lassen.
8. Arunachalam. The History of the Pearl Fishery of the
Tamil Coast, Page 15. ’

**Dr. Wilson Bowden, Professor of Sanskrit at
Oxford, had in ths thirties of the last century, identified
Korkai of famil writers with ths Korkai of ths Greeks and
concluded that the place to which both sets of writers
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raferred was Kilakkarai Seaport in the present. ﬁamnad
District’”’.
Gazetteer of Tinnevelly, Vol. 1, Page 431, 1917

***¢ Fathan was the Port of Madura from whichpeople
embarked on their voyages elsewhere and in which normally
they would disembark for getting into the country’
erar S.Krishna Swamy lyengar gerg South india and
Her Muhammadan Invaders — grefle wédew 192-@lé
g Gmd STaRT@MTLD,

* Leaving the island of Zeilan, and sailing in a westerly
direction sixty miles, you reach the great province of
Maabar (Kaya!) which is not an island, but a part of the
continent of the greater India, asit is termed being the
noblest and richest country in the world. It is governed by
five kings, of whom the principal is named Sender-bandj
Within his dominions is a fishery for pearls in the gulf of
a'bay that lies between Maabar and the istand of Zeilan,
where the water is not more than from ten to twelve
fathoms in depth and in some places not more than two
fathoms. The greater proportion of the pearls obtained frem
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12 urrah (@@ wrshd 6 o) acorddessn. i
Srniser s Qe oraied T RSFLILGL @i-1p CaigTamar
(3etala) @& Oumdas urind® &L psmguld o.drorg.
Saf_sPand gwss sphuydrer G miseflgrd SL@
Qsmife saw wopld L an8ps, GCugrmer &L
wfuns 20 awd Qgrawadd Eipdsomy QusPpg.

wridQarQurCar Guaib, ¢ ‘arula’ (Spdsemy) erab
Cu@®wymLw  FsrsPoa  8bg rsisalle® @
eGaTsrar  e@v@® hgTer. gedr Quuid e Bwi.
el 5806 Qumergd wenfujb, @psgb agrard Qos
Beir par. auguenw BrLaged Lpren gowh A& ng.
O sarred qued Fri@ amisis@éE aFSUTsah, LT geTl
yerer yadwrsas darig@pg. “oud sri@ aafsi
sErd@ Syrearted pow ayGaduh, uTgSTOLD Jafl ds0
UGB ps. Ymswurw, GCuena srGseled®mbg gyt
(Ormus). RevH (Chisti), o ger (Aden) wphpid 9Cyiiwired dir
U unskigeldbg umb sludseld gyfswrar @Sy sdr
wHph Ue wmsuTar oiggs QuUTGErsmer @&sTwald

Qarar® oibs @piGwH Qelldrperi. aissssHs

the fisheries in this gulf, are round of a good lustre. The
spot where the oysters are taken in the greatest number is
called Betala, on the shore of the mainland, and from
thence the fishery extends sixty-miles to the southward"

—The Travels of Marco Polo
Introduction by John Masefield
Chapter XX of the Province of Maabar Page 350
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Y S g “mm?n” ararg opHé QFT, @
Qsre), “st_fg Gur®p @ib”. “urams” SLILIG ST D,
Ggﬂﬁﬁgg;mp, UL @ UemOuUT® s  GTarL @ulT@G’”-’@w'
wregerdrueut (8. 19 1176-1229) @ sHureder DpéGs S0
sOULLGRous Ghés, siwg uGsrer sprHde @F
Gerdma epser QPSVTSHL uumu@g,@uwmﬂ”

“Qriwrdr (Qedms) Bdd wawTois  ACD
audrar yNOCureladimis s anfurs Cupos Hosuld
QPG mibd uUwewrd GElgrd wrud uGHuld edrer
sTu® SoLuTD” ey writéGsrGurar GALIE@
Rphit.

SBAUUGH IGuUTg LTeTnal drard  SMMTT® Lery
vl g . @uisgsdr &Fsr  uTaTgud  sofphs
werarrEaD LHY JrFisHr Sa@IEGs U @LULL et
sarrseyd, HEsRgriudrafl, sesereyd, LHSGsmiian,
BmRraGeaed JOw O _disaflid. " A ylsms QUmwearTs
Yo oract.  Qsplywms, egeorpm  AdEH
R. C. wg~ibgmi* Gumer patsend @501 B priser.

* Kael is a considerable city governed by Astiar. One
of the five brothers, kings of the country of Maabar, who
is rich in gold jewels. and preserves his country. in astate
of profound peace. On this. account it is a favourite
place of resort for foreigmtmeschants. who are well received
and treated by the kirg. Ammdingly 'afl the ships coming
from the west-as fwm Prmy £histi, Aden and various
parts of Arabta—lanwith “:%%rchandlse and horses make
this port which- is’ besaﬁes Wé’ll suited for commerce.

—The Travels of Marco Polo: Introduction by John
Masefield Chapter XXIV of the City of Kael Page 375.

* Majumdar R. C. The Delhi Sultanate, Bomby 1960 Page
230-234
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Qun@darsmers Gsaa) Qe prisdr. Yow® QEADES
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* No horse being bred in this country. the king and
his three royal brothers expend large sums of money annually
in the purchase of them from-merchants of Ormus. Diufar
pPecher. and Aden who:carry them thither for sale. and
become rich by the traffic, as they import to .the num-
ber of five thousand and for each of them eoften five
hundred saggi of Gold, being equal to one hundred marks
“of silver. ; '

—The Travels of ‘Marcopolo Page No. 366.
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Qari Gpurem sresseld seri. Gali. Sigiueli
amor oy 9l oyifah @z Qe ugn s (@u@lugrgrr
afleir Lwemrdiser) (Rinlath of lbnu Battuta) ereir pnb, SIS
giswr perermit & spmulilfed  ybevrd e ygmuliddy
gawdumi’® (Tuhfathun Nuzzaar fi Gharaibil Amsar wa
Ajaibil Asfar), “arsatsmdg BTG, Bsr ORNSHriisd,
dpurer Ypyshsdr GHOss Syeruefiiy” (A Present td
the Readers of the strange cities and wonders) T gy iy
Quui® groderrs Qeveflou f gyair ar 3. Qipre 8. 9. 1928-&"
@aqum?w awal_uu:_@etmrg

@ig vgTsT sarg 22 agy eawdd gsir QEris
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Qwhitws wig CGetpgrdt. kg O Frisdr sHE
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S@sropdd oda .. YSHEFTR wisOLBpTiE.  SEEr
Whg B Gewed Ogrameval guerer Lger Te & EpssmTse.
wHg  sRgTE BurgiBear  ssraflou  Fifsssrsd
o pri. Guwgub, @igy ugrsr Epismyuisr @ plemu
Yy, Yo QUDDES FWMDYPSEMSLIUHD D FwLd
G T LI,
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“Lgetr *ppfiw QU Ul L amib g pevdllbser 95
1rs wfdgh sy, Qgld s@mhapserTd sl oL
uTilugHE Spsrear vaaluTed @earm Q@R pE. 0
varafludes BagroigdBis whs whart Gepd @pamibdg
siCauey wUug wusGisesid s HR Qussri. Senfliib
@@ srgarer QBewd, wHRAprGafid @@ wTed
Bmbger. Iaielgest @b ST L& o ger. (@)kgerer
Brrlesuyb, wwrgerd upeh Ha GRUTE @)L gy_ar
siflawrsd Qe shlar per. @aiglladr edrer pewvelbsar
pe® wrfés Saisams Qobgari. G hs st s g pepsh
Qup@suTar @l soLug. @Ssimn WwesRe Ty
Br@salldlpig gorarnrer GPagadr ahg @) eGSR par,

" I left the camp and reached Fattan (KILAKARI),
which is a large and fine city on the coast, with a wondeful
harbour. There is a great wooden pavilion in it, erected on
enormous beams and reached by acovered waoden gally
when an enemy aitacks the place they tie all the vesselse in
port to this pavilion, whicn ia manned by soldiers and arch-
ers, so that the enamy has no chance (of capturing them.)
In tnis city there is a fine mosque, built of stone, and it
has also large quantities of grapes and excellent pome-
granates. | m3t here the pious Shaykh Mchammed of
Nishapur, one of the crazy darwishes who let their hair
hang loosa over thair snoulders. He had with him alion
which hs had tamed, and which used to eat and
sit along with the darwishes. Accompanying him
were about tnirty darwishes One of whom had a gazelie.
Though the gaze.ls and the iion used to be together in the
samo place the lion did not molest. Whie | was stay
"ing at Fattan (Kuakarai) the sulitan tell il and came 10 the
city. | went cut 1o meet fum and made him a preses;
When he had taken up his residence there he sent for the
admiral and said to him “Take no business in hand except
L, equip) the ships which ate to make the expedition to
ha slands (vialdive)’ He wish:d also to give me the
Value ot my present, but i refused it. Afterwards | wa®
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sorry for this, because he died and | received nothing. He
stayed a fortnight at Fattan (Kilakarai) and then set out for
his capital, but 1 stayed there for another fort o'~ ht.

I then journeyed to his capital the city of Mutra
(v adura) a large town with wide streets. He(The Sultan)
wrote on my behalf to Fattan, that | might sail in any ship |
wished.

| returned to Fattan, and found eight vassels sailing
to Yemen, on one of which 1 embarked.

— lbn Battuta, Travels in Asia and Africa.
Translated and Selected by H. A. R. Gibb. P. 263-267.

*» Tha Muslim of ths District are the descendants of
the early colonists from Arabia. They first settled along
ths sea coast, chiefly in kilakkatai. Devipatnam, Mantapam,
Pamban and oihar places which enabled them to trade freely
with Ceylen and gradually extended thzir colonies into the
interior of tha District. Thay have adopted Tamil as their
language. Some great Tamil posets hail from them.

Gazetteer of [ndia-Tamil Nadu State-Ramanathapuram

i District

Preface-Page Vli]
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@Qley uvstsraldr QgdrarTl (L LuaTSHd %S5
sT®, ugesr (Spssmr), Lgmy QEU  apadrm eaismerd
sely Qamy ahgn CurasTss &mpaldme dearug Gaus
L$5553.

* Traders from the Middle East countries assembied in
this port(Kilakarai) from very early times. Horses were impcor-
ted from Arabia. Since the climate here was not conducive to
the breeding of these animals, they were usually imported-
in large numbers even by the Pandya Kings. Many Arabs
settled down here. When Malik Kafur came to Rames-
waram on his raidin 1311 A.D., he found a number of
Arab settiements here. Even now Kilakkarai is predomi-
nantly Muslim in population and there are a few very old
mosques here,’.

Gazetteer of India—Tamil Nadu State—Rdmanatha
puram Dist. Page No. 458.
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Qﬁm—rruam CwissTs arery HoSdDg. & GGV LDIT GIT
B (Jae) (SOLOMON) ser wavarad udGm~dg (Queen of
sheba) G sararsgPer dom swits wdgssmar ufselss
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sl s Osrens, PoviuBaryd Gurdp Lpbsup [T
sofler apdas Osmped upd Qeufsdr sTawiU@R6E par.
Bipéarapib GPnI® sTams. K-

% The pearl industry\of the District attracted foreign
merchants and travellers from far off European countries.
These foreigners found the p2arl industry ina fully developed
state and wrote in praisz of the high skill employed
in the different processes of pearl extraction. Kilakarai
on the Ramanathapuram coast was an important emporium
for pearls. A large number of colonies of fishermen who
specialised themselves in pearl fishing were found near this
place. The fishers dived in the deep sea as the peatls
of deep sea wera considered to be of great value. The
fishers divad with their fishing nets in their hands with
which they caught the shoal. The Sangam works like the
Agananuru, the Purananuru, Kalithogai. Silapathikaram etc.
also testify to the flourishing state of this industry. The
fishers after their. divig operation -collected the oysters on
the sea bed. Abouts the 6th Century A. D., Cosmos [Indico
Pleusters (530-550 A. D). an Egyption traveller, makes
reference in his account to the chank and pearl market at
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wrs Qobssreeun, QLuePideia o wsgssmer

Marallow. which has been identified with the ‘chank and
pearl fishery of the Ramanathapuram coast. P. 326.

...Gazetteer of India Tamilnadu State Ramanathapuram
Dt. Page 326.
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Qaolidd wrpd Oizé OrdoinLrg o UTETRL
werartsarTe soL. ASFELLYGESH T wraGsr
BurBar s peams Sihdsrapd @ nld prtaGurb. %

Wsg swTuwd shGn  Bpdseoruigd, EICEY)
Beiimsdsmr whiassgiland duug SHO5BEG
Qe arenr Qg g gpﬁgwtmggrrm @wagh shEh Galvy
ourser Gipssmrie L uigd Gui Gassei. 1925 gu
dar @pdg semb g puLrssTed 3150 57 fefls FRU e
&eir Qe Efﬂ@ gaflliugGurs p @ggg Qamifdsefies 1500

% About the middle of the 9th century, the Arabs

came into contact with the pearl fishery of Ramanathapuram
coast and had noticed the pearl and chank industries thrl
ving well. Two of the Arabs writers Sulaiman and Abu Zaid
have recorded that pearls were valusd as greatest trea
sures by the logal kings. During tha 10th and 11th centu
ries the Imperial Cholas were in possession of the coast
and there are no records to give authentic. information on
pearl industry. Only a few of thelr inscriptions record
grants of pearls to the temples. During the period of the
later Pandyas (12th and 13th centuries) the pearl industry
in this regjon was a flourishing one Marco Polo (1260-
13C0), who travelled in SouthlIndia during this period,
says in his account that the later Pandyas monopolised
the pear} industry and did not allow any one to take peatls
out of the kingdom. He also givesa description of the
pearl fishery in the Tamil Coast.

(Gazetteer of India—Tamil Nadu State— Ramanatha
puram Dist. Chap, V-industries—0ld Time Industries.
(Page 326, 327)
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% In 1874, the boats were arranged in three divi-
sions, the red, blue and green, with fifty boatsin each
in 1879. and again in 1881, there were two divisions, th2
red and the blue. and likewise in 1880, in 1903 and in
1996 there were two, ths red and the white divisions. of
the 318 boats employed in the 1905 fishery. 143 were
from Kilakarai, seventy-four from Jaffna, thirty-five from
Tuticorin, thirty-four from Paumben. nine from Manaar
six from Nagapatam, five from Colombo four each- from
Tondi and Kayalpatam. and one each from Devipatam,
Adirapatam, Ammapatam, and Kottaipattam.

Of the 4991 divers employed in 1905, 2649 were
Moormen or Lubbais from Kilakarai, Tondi, etc , on the
Madura coast, 923 were Arabs 424 were Erukkalampitti
Moormen from Ceylon. and the remaining 995 were
Tamils from Tuticorin, Rameswaram and elsewhere on the
Madras coast, Malayalans from the Malabar coast, with
small numbers from other localities on the Asiatic coasts,

THE BOOK OF THE PEARL Page: 113 George Frederic.

Kunz Charles Hugh Stevenson A. M..Ph, D, LLM, D. C. L.
NEW YOAK THE CENTURY Co., 1908.
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%. <“On the door-post of the Mantapa in front of the
Sokkanathaswami temple. Register in S. 1453 expired
Vikrita, an agresmant by which half a panam was to be
given on every 100 pearls oysiers sold in Kitakkarai and the
proceeds to be utilised for worship and rapairs to the temple
of Ninaittadumuditta Pillaiyar>.

—396 of 1907. Reg. S. 1453. A topographical

list of the Inscriptions of the Madras Presidency
collected till 1315 by V. Rangacharya. Vol. ii 1919,
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BTG wediarisesdGh, @sr Dppreisensgd gl
Qg B EL FamL_s6r o LB Qsrawy.gisar. CUTGEGS
Gamamirer GHogser KoL saTnd, dodwsEsh IPSLTS
Quises APEs sOsTEr QLTSBr, FET HTLYGD
G Heyser wdlarea cdmadg JHswrs R L s 2 et b
sib s1udsalle GEmgamer g pml GG LITGHNIY U DG 6T
aée Aon wbgri. Qesudbs @7 UTETGW TR
SEHD SHEEEEEG GPHOFS@ET FWHbLUTHa, CE&C G armb
FRSTE QoreysFHeler ULy QuUom whgerd. Gugyb,
Ir8 Ser@hd o irh GHogsomar @ pigos QFlg
vt tssg ABHCUTRS 5, Sawrar QuUr@pener mLligus
g6t uremgwisefidr areuyt QU HL, LT Safld
ey rs YEed L mi.

% ecosl nwesl QUg LETST Epd5mT Henaps S
GH®y &er @ pé@wHuTaem s b il G P IO 5
&raim@Limib:

% The horses in this country are very numerous and
the price of them is negligible. A good one costs about a’
dinar of our money. The livelihood of the pesople depends:
on them, and they are as numerous as sheep in our’
country or even mare so. A single Turk will posssss one or
two hundred of them or less or more. For each fifty
they hire a keeper, who looks after their pasturage. He
rides on one of them, carrying a long stick with a rope’
attached to it and when he wishes to catch any
horse he gets opposite on the horse, which he is riding.
through the rope over its neck and draws it towards him,
mounts it and sets the otherlfree to pasture. On reaching,

Sind the horses are fed with forage, because the vegetation
of Sind will not take the place of the barley and the great,



s0grer. S8 Ear 19

epSGaurmar HMgTe QLT SEd FaT BTG BHwbiu gib
Ty 8s wereri Yoy UTTEs BT “oaflgmav®. ug@i@
SO BITE  @GEGLUY sl @l HSaw s, QYBIG
Qearg uged gpy pRaTld FLS8 aumd ST, %6 ST
gurgysBar & 9. 1306-gb gawyd ‘afipren®  pafe
STNOTGTTI. JaEHS SBG ApBu  FoTd ereplul
UL (BT .

sdgTar sRySEHT wijssimss Qsridbg FLS8E
Qonagn@ uremyuiseser &pismris sH8 o L mi
walls@rwraflssiularwrlu Gpsasmruld Q8 yfis
whssTs srapser ol par.

part of them die or are stolen. The owners pay a duty
of seven silver dinar on entering Sind and a further duty
at Multan. Formerly they were taxed a quarter of the
value of their imports, but Sultan Mohammed abolished the
tax and ordered that Muslims merchants should pay the
tegal tithe (24% Tax) and infidel mearchants a tenth.
Neverthless, the merchants make a handsome profit, for last
that a horse fetches is a hundred dinar (That is twenty
five dinars in Moroccan money) and it often sells for'
twice or five hundred or more. The Indians do not use
them as racehorse, for in the battla they wear coats of
mail and cover their horses with ar mour; what they prize
in horse is its strength and length of pace. Their race
horses are brought from Yemesn, Oman and Fars
and they cost from a thousand to fourthouand dinar each
—Selections from the Travels of
IBN BATTUTA in Asia and Africa
1326-1384.. H.A.R. GIBB Page No.145
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1, Umar Pulavar of Keelakarari the author of Seera-
puranam appears to have been a contemporary of PADI-
KASAN. Seerapuranam a wotk containing 5000 Stanzas
in Tamil deals with the iife of N OHAMED the Prophet.
It is claimed as the first great Tamil work by a Muslim
poet. Mention should me made of another famous figure
of the pe'iod Periya Thambi Marakayar alias Seethakkath
Marakayar who was a wealthy noble of Keelakarai.

~ Note: Gazetteer of India Tamilr Nadu State, Ramana-
thapuram Dt., Page: 106.

2. Muslim Poet of renown. His patron and benefactor
was one Seethakathi alias Feriya Thambi Maraikayar who
was a merchant of immense wealth and status at Keelak-
karai A contemporary of Fadikasu Fulavar was Umaru
Pulavar a native of Keelakkarai who composed the master
piece Seera Puranam. He was patronised by Syed

Kader Maraikar and his merit was recogmisd by tha Sethu-
pathi.

Note Gazeteer of India. Ramanthapuram (Dist).
Page: 737.
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