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INTRODUCTION.

( E have great pleasure in introducing to the

Tamil reading Public this Bhagavad Gita Venba,
one of the gems of Tamil litevature hitherto hidden
amoug the vast heaps of crumbling palm leaf
wanuscripts—a very common sight in the homes
of many a Pandit in this country. We were really
fortunate in coming across this Mss. copy of the
hook, with the kind help of Siiman Anbil S. Venka-
tachaviar Avl, for, a study of this work will surely
conviuce the readers that it is an exceedingly fine
piece of literature —too precious to be consigned to
oblivion. 1t is a very faithful and close rendering
of the Gita written in the simplest possible style
without at the same time impairing the richness of
meaning found in the original. Being a highly
philosophical work the author had necessarily to
follow one of the numerous commentaries and
himself a Vaishnava Acharya he has naturally
followed Sri Ramanuja (Vide Stanza 4 of the
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Payiram). He has tried his best and has almost
succeeded in his earnest endeavours to bring out
the force of the oviginal and in places where he
found any difficulty in choosing apt Tamil ex-
pressions he has adapted the Sanskrit words them-
selves. As the Gita is a highly esteemed religious
work, the author has rightly ‘chosen the sacred
Venba metre which is generally supposed to be the
Brahmin among the metres. [f we find anything
in this Venba which does not, at first sight, corres-
pond to the original, a close examination reveals
the same to us as nothing but explanatory of the
text—in accordance with the Ramanuja Bhashya- -
adopted owing to poetical exigencies. From g
literary point of view, we may safely assert, that
this poem is unrivalled. Asa matter of fact in
several places the author has excelled the renowned
Pugalenthi in the ease of diction, flow of style and
harmony of language. Particular care is exercised
in using full words only (without torturing them)
in scanning;——what is called in Tamil as @#9f 5
#6&. A perusal of the notes for the 1st chapter,
which has been purposely made elaborate will
clearly show how closely the author has followed
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his Sanskrit original —may in some places has
even tried to surpass it. In short, when we pause
to consider the highly abstruse nature of the sub-
ject and the technical limitations of the Venba
metre, it is certainly a matter for much wonder
that the author has succeeded in a manner which
nobody else can even dare to approach.

The author of this precious little gem is the
famous Vadikesari Alakia Manavala Jeer, otherwise
known as Sottai Manavala Mamuni as stated in
the epilogue.  Tradition describes his education as
follows: — this Manavala was always serving Periya,
Vachan Pillai and once, in his 32nd year, when he
questloned an assembly of Pandits as to what‘, they

1. wiw argorBeng war gy Quir@—crlon 5
ST Qupiygris @grargpef gar—Guou
FwEwnar uamarar wigpelwar @z rer@er
Vgsurgw Qweruré #558.

9. Perien wearaner s grigpellwsr Qsrpde Ji s
sl wEas slplurarp—-elQufe @id
Csrwor argarlans &b @@ enetianri
Buwr aryCriai @eary.
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were discussing, they ridiculed him for his ignor-
ance by saying “Musala Kisalaya” which means &
“pestle sprout.” In his innocence he believed it to
be the name of a real book and accordingly intima-
ted his guru Periyavachan Pillai, who, after a hearty
laugh over it, explained to him how he has been ridi-
culed. Immediately he set about in right earnest
to learn the alphabets of both Tamil and Sanskrit
literature with the result that he is now reputed
to be the author of more than twenty works such
as Pannirayivappadi, Tiruviruttain—Svapadesam
and Anyapadesam (an excellent work in every way),
Tatva Dipika ete. As a vetort to the Pandits who
rvidiculed him he has actually composed a poem
called “ Musala Kisalaya”.  That he became &
great Tamil scholar is clear from the very rare
grammatical forms and classical phrases which he
has used in this book itself. His date is not certain,
but he is believed to have lived soon after Sriman
Vedanta Desika if not his actual contemporary.

This work consists of 723 stanzas on the whole,
divided, according to the orthodox style, into three
Shatkas of six chapters each. We have now pub-



hished the fust Shatha and the sccond and thud
will tollow in due comse

[n fine, we have to thank M1 Aubil § Venhata
chatiar for his kindness 1n procuiing tor us this
veiy 1are and valuable Mss and Messis  Pandits
S Swaminatha Axygl and P R Kiuishnamachatiar,
but for whose kind and patient plodding thiough
the manusciipt leaves and the pioof sheets, such a
cottect and accurate edition would have been an
unpossibthty  We ae further indebted to these
two leatned Pandits for the valuable notes added
it the end of the book

SRIRANGAM )
. K. Balasubrak .
25 th September 1900 J I B admanyam
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