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My Lord! '
You are the Supreme Knowledge that is beyond
the comprehension of Brahma, the Creator dwelling in
the red lotus and of the Vedic hymns, ancient and
divine. You are incomprehensible even to the principle
Nada, the Nadanta Yoga and the faultless human
knowledge.
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You are without a beginning, middle or end. Your
pature is Sat-Chit-ananda, Omnipresence, Infinite Bliss
and Omniscience. You are the Supreme Light. that is
free from all bondage. You transcend all name, attribute
and form. - You are the All-pervading Parama-Siva. (1)
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You are beyond the reach of all knowledge. You
Aranscend even the five functions (2) You pér»form.
Your Form is beyond the comprehension of the mind '
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and other seats of thought. Through Your own Grace,
You assume the five forms (3) Supremely Blissful. You
are the Matchless Béing, the Refuge for all beings.
You are the Complete Whole. You are Eternal. You
are immanent in all things and so require no going or
returning or union. Being the Cause of all things, You
have no cause; You are the goal of all.

A GEIT T AL qr @RAr. gA W Rt
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The magician enchants every one in the world by
the spell of his ma.glc, but himself is not entangled in
it. So also, though You are the source of all things,
You have no source. Youhave no Form except through
the manifestation of Your own Grace.
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With the three-fold Shakti (4) of Volition, Know—
ledge and Action, You perform the three functions of
Involution, Enjoyment and Evolution. You are Oune.
But You manifest Yourself in {Form, Formlessness and
Formless-Form. You appear in many shapes as occasion
demands.
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Souls are of three categories, according as they are
engrossed in three, two or one impurity (5). In order to
liberate the countless souls that are entangled in the
three bonds, You confer on them the Gracious look, so
that these impurities are fit for removal. You. bind

' them firmly with the three mayas the
pure, the impure and the prakriti
maya, so that they may assume
bodies. You unite them with the six adhvas (6) both
physical and cosmic and cause them to undergo the

Liperation of
Souls

four classes of births and the seven kinds of existence
and assume the  eighty-four hundred thousand
categories of forms. (7)
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When they are born in this manner, You obscure
their intellect ; they whirl round in the various births,
like the kite and the cart-wheel, according to their own
ineradicable karma. You grant them all experience
including that of the terrible hell and paradise. In due
course, as they become fit and as the time for their
liberation approaches, You initiate them into the
dialectics of the various religions and jcause them to
study their ancient scriptures and feel that the
respective gospels are the true gospels.

ST ¥ 29 TR G2 A F go FAsy gy F wSSC-
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Ultimately, You guide them to the path of Saivism
and its means to salvation (8) such as charya, kriya and
yoga. These means are the essence of all penances
and other religious observances. When they have
pursued these means, You confer on them the corres-
ponding three States of Partial liberation, viz., co-
existence with You in the same world, nearness to You
and similarity of Form to you, but restrain them from
getting totally immersed in those States.
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gaEY Wi & Sara’ IA T, A SR Qe & ot afe-
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You watch them tossing about in misery for long,
“until they attain the state of perfect equanimity with
regard to good and evil and their impérfection or
ignorance is fit to'be dispelled. This stage is the ripe
time for bestowing (9) Your Grace on those souls,
@ OER g SR a9ed ®I% % SEK & gEl
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Thereupon, You appear before them. You are-
the Supreme Knowledge but they do not perceive You.
in that state. Therefore, You assume a form through
Your own Grace and appear before them bodily in the-
name and guise of the Supreme Teacher. You annul
their accumulated karma (10) by Your Gracious Look,
reduce to nought the instruments (11) attached to the-
body, its seven stays and six adhvas and tear asunder
the film of ignorance that envelopes the soul.

' g GRT g8 A YN G F7 AT F GHA TRT
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Then You bestow on the souls the True Vision, so
tare to realise. By this Gracious Knowledge, You
cause them to perceive the real nature of the Ultimate
Reality, of all the worlds and of themselves, the souls,
You unfold to them Your all-pervasive nature, the
state of Supreme Everlasting Bliss'and confer on them
perfect happiness that knows no abatement or increase,
mno remembrance or forgetting, no light or darkness.

9 S ATt wY oge fRsw e =fic ggm
FT@ & R wify wera 3SR . g ow war-
U FA G F ATAE T GEC H a9 AT SOyt
F GG WET 9FA[ ST S - gH IART Aqar Rsa-
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To the souls of the next class, viz.; those that are
-enveloped in the two impurities of anava and karma,
You vouchsafe a vision of Your celebrated divine
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Form. You appear before them riding on Your big

Bull. There are three lotus-like eyes on Your count-
enance. Your matted locks are flowing behind. Your
hands are holding aloft a battle axe and a deer.
Umadevi -occupies the left half of Your Form. Her
slender figure and Your crimson hue appear as though
a coral hill with a streak of lightning appeared on the
silver hill of Kailas. You present this Divine vision
to those souls and sever their bond of karma. )

gEC i &Y awearst & fow @t  sramd
AT T HH Y wgFATST 4T A A YT st T,
g AN [T ®T A 9T T mEm EIA S . g
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AEH X 9T FAS WIU I XA AT QAT Z . etaay
sz O3 K wEd T, owmd @i ey A
Row Tgar . AT SAT MGH TIRIAE F (AOIAA
TEdt B . Sa%Y wra@ g <t grenn w9 fdE
BFT YET WAEAR THE SYar T Aty gy af e
ug@ qT faga &Y FReods wrg faga (F) T A
A & TE & . g9 T 339 WY A ST ATArEAE
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To the third class (12) of souls who are enveloped
in only .one impurity, You grant inward joy, remove
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~ the three states of kevala, sakala and suddha avasthas,
place them in the company of liberated souls and
confer on them final liberation.

fEy g 57" wAwearsis T W Fae oF 9w
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Where “I” and ‘‘mine” have ceased to exist,
there are Your Feet planted. The Supreme Bliss of
silence is Your Crown. Knowledge is vyour sacred
Form. . Volition, action and wisdom are Your three
eyes. Grace is Your lotus-like hand. The wide world
is Your temple.. ’ ’ )

My Lord! You are the Matchless Light that
reveals Ttself in this manner. You are in all beings, in
an inseparable condition.

T FETE, ST aEar Ay g‘r AT qa =T T
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Your radiant golden crown, bedecked with jewels,
is made up of the nine resplendent gems of lightning-
E like lustre.. The beautiful marks on
D‘i‘fgﬁﬁf‘i“ of His your six foreheads, smeared with the
. sacred ash appear like six crescent
moons set in line. The twelve benevolent eyes on
Your countenance look like lotus flowers in full bloom.
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The fish shaped rings adorning your ears are resplendent.
like many suns shining together. Your lips, red like
the crimson lilies in bloom. have a radiant smile linger-
ing in them. Your pleasant words dispel all desire in:
the soul for births and enjoyment.
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47. eub sy iy CsiinG ri 1wy aurbueeyb
Sib ShEnn O SUIAPE S STiDenT ]

~ One of Your six countenances saw the slaying of
cruel Surapadma, celebrated among the asuras armed
with bows and arrows and the annihilation of foes.
Another countenance, handsome like the red Ilotus
Temoves the Karma in all beings and

The Faces. ) X .
bestows everlasting happiness. A

third countenance expounds the apcient Vedas and
the Agamas to the devotees. The next one, resplendent.
like several suns shining together and soft like a
fragrant fllower, liberates the souls from their insepa-
rable bonds. The fifth countenance, of moon-like beauty,
makes love to. Vallidevi and the celestial nymph,
Devayanai. The last countenance, divine and lotus.
like, grants all boons to those that fall at your feet
with sincere devotion.
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Your arms are twelve in number, large like twelve
hillocks. They are adorned with the fresh blooms of
the fragrant kadamba and the sweet
The Armns. kura (13.) One arm distributes
nectar to the 'celestial beings. A
second embraces celestial ‘nympAhs. Another showers
rains over the world ceaselessly, A fourth arm is
wearing floral wreaths in close array. One is on the
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chest, one on the left-waist and another on the thigh.
‘One arm is adorned with the armlet, another holds the
rudraksha beads and yet another holds the goad for
directing the elephants in battle. The last two arms
are brandishing the thundering shield and the shining
sword.
gearqy gare et ﬁ e ¥ AT qzTReat & -
g e B, 3 2@ar arch gataa sgre e mge ™
T & IO A ASHA @AT ¥ ; grErd gEd g
et w aAfana &1t ?) grard gfm g gare §
AT AN FUA T ;GRS T YA To7 F¥ @Y
g2 WISl &I IO F/A T . G99 I €IS 9T @AY
T 9gaid FACTIC @A T S Geaw FJA 9T @
T; wwm gw e & gofua B oo agw g
FETET ATS0 FY O FIA T U7 G gF § Srrei
F AT KA & fod dFm aw mta“r% wifead 3
YA TARAY T qSATC G40 AFAY 2 QS as“r et
EAE -
—wBrrs
54. @wuepdoF G:FG)J@JII‘UJJ Qary e wrr
[Caie &wrn s
yb@uimer oewh LIL) 60T & 6T LD L) LD
‘ —eouQurm
86,  yM mr e ésetfurLy_Gma;u./Lb'ngUI_' Bemruytb
)T @I EWILD EFWF ILILP@Lb— B (58U DI )LD
56. mrs& ey mEwaRLQLT D e @ e ujib
. urss seflbg ulyreph—CGer S



18
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Your broad chest, decked with gems and golden
jewels, lovingly embraces Your consorts, of slender
figure and red lips. The golden ' sacred thread,
rudraksha beads, soft silken clothes, a waist cord and
- a belt round the waist adorn Your body. Many types
of the anklet, such as the Kalal, symbolic of the nada .
principle, the smiling golden kinkini and the paripuram
tinkle on Your feet. Your Divine appearance is
-dazzling like a million Suns shining together.
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" My Lord! .

You are the soul’s soul of those that realise
You in themselves. -You are the Divine Light that
shines in the lotus hearts of devotees. You are the
Radiant Light that is immanent in the esoteric light
of the mystic symbol, Om. You are the Universal
Form that is inseparable from the fivefold functions of
. evolution, preservation, dissolution, obscuration and
liberation.
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Your Form is comprised of the six adhvas. The
irresistible mantra is the blood flowing in the veins.
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The celebrated pada adhva is the beautiful crown. The
binding varna adhva is the skin. The bhuvana adhva
is the hair on the body. The tatva adhva is the seven
constituent elements of the body. Lastly, the kala
adhva forms the various limbs.

FEA TT TE AH(Q T AR . AAITE AF T8
T ¥ S i gEar @At B . QRS gg-ey @
fFAT B . T9A FEATIS0 qOT-08T AT . ga-
. W @AW QA T . F@-0eT QAT A a9 wigd ¥
sTad: FHE-ST6T AAF A} F AT FA L .

C —ue@asriy.
63, T pBUTS 9 ESEs FITET DTS
ST &F & 8 eLpeiT ML Firewr bmilt &—0) Greor (B
[L@b
64. gl yogrs sPeuafliu amens6 srifl b
gl G saflbL s H1b oreGsr@ar—~E wa
65. eu@pbL L api S SLomid au/rbb@eu@wu:l@r @ Irevr LD
sl Curs s F$a1Gw—

The millions of worlds all constitute Your Form.
All the beings therein, animate and inanimate are Your
limbs. The three Shaktis, Volition, Knowledge and
. Action are the mner seats of thought. While wisdom
is thus 1mpa,r’oed to the soul, You cause the five unique
functions to be performed “You are the Benificient
- Being that exists in the E1ght Forms (14),- namely the
five elements," the _sun and the moon and the soul.
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You are the Real penance;of the eightfold yoga that
confer true wisdom.
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Gifted poets sing the glory of the tenfold insignia

{15) of Your Royalty. Your Hill is that mountain of
Bliss which dwells in the hearts of those that are
filled with unceasing devotion. Your River is the
joyous and elegant everflowing flood of Supreme
Bliss. Your Land is that which confers great happi-
. ness on righteous souls. Your City is -
Dasanga - that beautiful city of infinite joy,
transcending all earthly joys. Your

Steed is that which has no beginning or end in this
ancient world, which is all pervasive and which teaches
the mystic Five Letters and operates them. ' Your
‘Elepbhant is the Sivajnana that burns out the five
impurities in those that are happy in their devotion to
You. Your fragrant floral Wreath “is that garland
wherein the fresh blossoms of perfect divine wisdom
-are strung together by means of true devotion. Your
noble Banner is that which. graciously carries out the
five functions, the - sign of the Bull.. The fresh
principle of Nada is Your gemmed Drum. Your
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Authority is that which is ever immanent in all things
and which causes the universe to function, just as the
reflected image in a mirror moves according t0 the will
of the mover.
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My Lord!

You are the Skanda that is joined together, the
Child of Siva and Uma Devi (Shakti). - Unable to with-
stand the onslaught of the evil forces, the celestial

beings one day approached the respl-

Skanda’s Avatar endent hill of fair Kailas and suppli-
_ . cated themselves before Siva, on
whose left dwells inseparable Shakti, His Grace.- He
sympathised with them in their woes. Immediately,
His five countenances, with the sixth downward counten-
ance, became' manifest. The six central eyesin the
fore-heads of the six faces emitted sparks of fire. As
the sparks began to spread over the wide worlds, the
-celestial beings were awestruck. Thereupon, the Lord
called upon Vayu, lord of the winds and handed over
to him, with His own hands, the six sparks together.
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Softly Vayu took them and gave them to Agni, the God
“of Fire. Agniin turn took them to the cool waters of the
Ganga and left them there. But even she was unable to
bear the intensity of the heat of the Sparks. So she
gently took them and left them in the beautiful Saravana
tank, girt with a rich growth of reeds. There the Divine
Sparks assumed six babyforms. The six nymphs of the
constellation TKartika suckled them. While they
were playing and frolicking there, Siva took sweet
smiling Shakti to that place and showed Her the lovely
baby - forms. When she saw them, she lifted them up
in Her arms, clasped them together and made them
one. You are that child who was joined together,
Skanda. She fondly kissed You, suckled you with
much rejoicing at Her breast and joyfully placed You
in the hands of Her Lord who rides the Bull that
measured the universe with two feet. You are that
‘Child, the Surpreme Being.
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The nine gems in the anklet worn by Shakti gave
rise to nine celestial nymphs. When their grief was
removed, they rejoiced and gave birth to nine children
known as the Nine Warriors. Veera_

Hi loits. .
Sl bahu, with the fragrant garland, was

the eldest of the Nine. A fierce red-eyed ram rose
out  of the fire in the sacrifice performed by Sage
Narada and was causing ruin and destruction to all the
wide worlds. Veerabahu seized it and brought it to
You for riding. * You, my master, mounted on it and
rode it triumphantly over all the four corners of the
universe. ' '
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Once, Brahma, the Creator, grew conceited. You
asked him to explain the significance of Om, the my-
stic symbol, from which all the Vedas and the letters
originated, but he could not. You knocked him on the
head, saying : “ You do not know the meaﬁing of Pra-
nava. How can you then perform the function of
Creation satisfactorily ¥’ and clapped him in prison,
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But when Siva, with m'é,tted locks adorned with
the golden laburnum, praised You, You told Him the
meamng of Pranava.
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You thrust Your sharp and victorious spear and
killed Dharakasura of the long and deadly lance, and
smashed to pieces the huge and deceptive Kraunja hill.
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Thereafter, You went to Tiruchendur (16), whose
shores the tides constantly wash, and remained there:
seated on the throne, like a fountain of mercy. There
You gave refuge to Indra, lord of the white elephant.
Thence, in order that the celestial beings may prosper,
You sent Veerabahu as Your messenger to negotiate:
with Surapadma, who was ruling triumphantly from
Mahendra. But the dark Asura would not agree to
bow to You or release the celestial beings whom he
had imprisoned. Therefore You destroyed the four
divisions of the enemy’s army, killed Banukopa and
other sons of Surapadma, defeated Singamukhasura.
and won the laurels in the battle.
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Thereupon, Surapadma wanted to hide himself.
He assumed the shape of a'new and tall mango tree in
the vast ocean that encircles the world. But You
threw Your bright spear and split his body into two.
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Again however, his body reappeared in the form
of two fierce and tumultuous birds, the valiant peacock
and the - cock. Yon, my Youthful Lord, rode the
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handsome peaCOck, that fights the hissing serpent, and
hoisted the cock on Yoar banner as the matchless sign

of Your victory.
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You redressed the grievances of the three gods,

released the celestial beings from prison and restored
them to their heavenly homes.
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You are the young Child of Siva, the goal which
all the Vedas seek. You are the ocean into which alk
the streams of all the penances flow.

"You married Devayanai, foster child of the-
celestial elephant. Valli, your other consort, was born

" as.the child of a beautiful deer though the gracious
look of the sage that had overcome all desires. The
hill tribes brought her up. To their immense joy, she
was looking after their millet fields

Wedding with her sweet nightingale-like voice,
You went to her, accepted the dish of

choice honey and millet flour that she offered You and

married her.

ga vnam g s gy t9Aa 3 @ F A
&5 &Y. gA ag @gg & (wad ary g &1 atzar
ATET IR . gAY YA w wiformg fRar Sy T
2l &1 wrguifed SISE G, OF KT FEd g 9w 4
gesiall & Sa fear anad fzsa =fe @0 g2 ggm w<
oF grae e & ag) # saw f&ar . a1 sl
SuEr aftwed fFar. IO 29 @ aew ¥ fE¥ O
3% (a1 % AAAT AT IIS F QAW AGT ok
NT FT M FC @ N . gHIEH AT O, JAE
Az A T g 9T AW AT G F IS R AW
frar o swea #§ S9R Grg s31E 7 v -
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& et Fven s O&renrCrrGar—

You dwell in the hearts of those devotees who
have worshipped Youin the six shrines and who always
utter Your name with real devotion.

gnaams‘i%'w‘ti‘rﬁtmmlz%z‘t | grarar
% miegdl § q@AT YT ST F@ F q9F S G970 grAwr
A ain 99 ST R TEA T -

, — BT [/ D6OT &
110. s590 Qur subuQry srrévé@e; Fréverud
Qs 8L uFyréGe; OFaCauber—eai 5 o

111, ueQasry. sFerwu umEWD el s Hiw
ueBary ds@earqow weiluyb—uCsry.
112. urssues Qeweddrus LrbLyh LUFrFLL D
y st 8 Bmw Qurgue.uib— 8 ss0T
- 113, Qeveueflqpd g BBsws Orweneuwin

ereueiltbeus @ gsweniw or Biris Srgyb—

My Lord of the red complexion !

You are the Protector of the city of Tiruchendur
on the sea-shore, the foliage of whose tall and sweet
smelling arecanut palms brush the clouds above.



36

Spare me the dreadful numberless births. Save

me from untimely deaths. Remove the many obstacles

that come in the way of work.

Prayer Protect me from the many ailments

that may afflict me. Save me from

the many sins and black magic, from ghosts and fierce

monsters, from the danger of fire, water and the

enemy’s arms, from terrible poison and from serpents
and wild animals.

2 B T guRsaT !

famdgT AT S 997 4 I WHEAF T, g7 ITH
TAREN . @R (RAC QT SN g S, gubega gud
& A IRRT T AISTY TEUN EANT -

‘ T oY | wed TIRT a & AW IJC HA -
ATTLAT & TAAT . AT FA AN www R
I T AU . FACTAA WARF T g IT0=AY
HY & TEIX WAT . AT WO aqr 725G qQq
T FUO . ¥4, frme, e afaig, ssaa, o
F s, wawe @AW, feac @ Gk sad ogaa

o AY Tar FQ -
: ‘ , — el & Bed
114. u&enswuled eurssraptd LT &f Tewr®
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Whenever I am confronted with these dangers,
vouchsafe unto me a vision of Your Divine Person sc
that all of them cease. Wherever I turn, let me
beliold You, riding Your green peacock, with Your
twelve strong arms, the sharp spear that dispels all fear
and the belt round your waist, Your handsome Ilittle
feet and fair hands, Your twelve benevolent eyes, six

handsome faces and the radiant crown on Your six
heads.

Fq H TE U & 7T g arsIiiEd i gE g9
Ay fzsw gaEwss & =l ggi FQ Sed 3 99 oRgH
A E A . w9 WA g o< kg, A9 fy |aar
gk fsasa g & @ 99 g@ AT AYT A &l
geadr R g R g & 5 graw ara § A9 W &y
A 9T T T @ITAT T A GIH S R FAT 96
WAEAA ST TEAT T ST F1 TE &Y, a4 I gFRL
T BT R I AT oI &1, AT AW AT, ¥
aArET Ak (ghaai) Hc mage S faddac 93T ank
=7 @i 5 wrar Igr @ &R -

8P & ser
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Let me behold this Vision of You. Grant me all
boons. Be You enshrined in my heart to my great
rejoicing. Grant me the skill to sing the four types of
poems. Grant me the skill to attend to eight things
simultaneously. Make me well versed in the classics
and in the five branches of Tamil poetics. Inspire me
with the genius to sing delightful Tamil poetry. Give
e the right conduct. Release me in the present birth,
from the two attachments, ‘I’ and ‘mine”. Remove from
me the powerful bonds, anava (ignorance), karma and
maya (illusion). Place me -in the company of the
ancient devotees who always meditate upon You,
having cast off all thought of self. Let me experience
Supreme Bliss. Vouchsafe unto me a Divine Vision
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of Your fragrantred tinged lotus Feet, make me Your
servant and be always present before me.

o grat @ few srwrgdmwk. g¥gues
IET F AT FTFE FA . AT TIT W AHET T &
f@w wF S @3 Sad atwa & - g 9z @y
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NOTES

- KandarKalivenba : Kandar—Skanda, one who was
joined. Skanda is the Child that came out of the
joining together, by Umadevi, of the six Divine Babies
that were playing in the Saravana Springs. Kali-Venba
is the metre in which this long poem of 122 couplets is
sung. '
' 1. Parama-Siva: . Skanda (Subrahmanya) is ac-
cording to the puranas the second son of Parama-Siva,
the manifest Form of the Supreme Godhead. Here,
the author identifies Him with the latter, signifying
that both are really One.

2. Five functions: Creation, preservation, disso-
lution, obscuration and liberation.

3. Five Forms: Brahma, Vishnu, Rudra,
Maheswara and Sadasiva for performing these five
functions respectively.

4. Shakti: Ichcha, Gnana and Kriya.

5. Impurity: called Mala. They are three:
anava (ignorance), karma and maya. Souls which
possess all the three impurities or bonds are called
Sakala ; those with two impurities (omitting the third)
are Pralayakala; and those with one impurity (anava
only) are Vignanakala.
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6. Adhva means path. Itis of six kinds;
Mantra, Pada (Words), Varna (letters)) Bhuvana
(world), Tatva (categories) and Kala (parts).

7. 'The four classes of birth are from eggs, from
dirt, from seeds and from the womb. The seven
kinds of existence are plants, aquatic creatures
reptiles, birds, beasts, human beings and celestia
beings. The 84 hundred thousand forms are comprised
of these seven kinds, numbering 20, 10, 11, 10, 10, 9,
14, hundred thousands respectively.

8. The means to salvation in Saivism are four-
fold. Charya (bodily service)) Xriya (ceremonial
worship), Yoga (inward worship) and Gnana (realisation
of the Supreme wisdom).

9. Bestowal of Grace at this stage is known as
Saktl-Nlpata and it is of four kinds, according as the
souls are very dull, dull, keen or very keen.

10. This Karma is called prarabda, one of the
three kindsbf Karma. The look is a form of initiation
called Chakshu-Dhiksha.

11. The instruments mentioned here are 68; 60
belonging to the physical body and 8 to the subtle
body. The seven stays are the six adharas and Sunya-
akasa. ‘ ‘

12. The three classes are known as the Sakala,
the Pralayakala and Vignanakala, according as the
souls possess the malds, maya-karma. anava, karma-
anava, or anava respectively.
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13. Kadamba and Xurava are some of the
favourite flowers of Skanda.

14. The eight Forms enumerated here are called
Ashtamurta, (

15. Insignia: These are called the dasanga or
the ten emblems of royalty. They are the hill, river
land, city, steed, elephant, floral wreath, banner, drum
-and authority.

16. Tiruchendur: One of Skanda’s six favourite
shrines. The other shrines are Parankunram, Avinan-

kudi (Palni), Eragam (Swamimalai). Kunruthoradal and
Palamudirsolai.

Translated into English by :
Ski M. ARUNACHALAM, M.A.
 Prinorear, Basic TraiNiNg SCHOOL,
KI1zZHAMOONGILADI, CHIDAMBARAM.
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Hymn to Saraswathi by Saint Kumaragurupara Swamigal

| FFS FSEG T )

QeuesorLmr Wenr&ser M Blaru 6 irks0eser
Qever & ujeireor &
ST T &GS FarHQesr Caorss Guwupwefl &

GBI &) DEIS Qeurif g srerd & 5T & 6 6BoT
LT (&5 LD 6 6507 GS0T LD

sewr_rer Foailsrar mHwlu FEo For -

weeIGu. &

Saraswathi, Goddess of all Learning! While the
TLord of Preservation is asleep and the Lord of Dissolu-
tion has gone crazy the Lord of Creation is happy in
you, his sweet consort. Your abode is the white lotus.
But can You not condescend to rest your feet on the
cool lotus of my simple heart ? : 1

GFS A F7 AT TA, GEFAT | 9 w09A
fyegy &Y @ ¥ ; waam 997 fAfaw & @ ¥ i wrEm
ST AqAY AgT Ao # snafga @ @ EF; grmw
foare e & d FAS T | F90 gT WY T AT
£39 I F9 IC (GUAAE FEAFT FAO AL FT QA0 1L
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wrEer $ 8 m
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sr@w swaEGh FHLOU FEso sraialGu. 2.

Sweet Goddess of all Learning! Goddess of
beautiful breasts and five moded hair! Goddess of
slender golden figure who rests in the lotus throne!
May You graciously make me sing songs in the four
metres, songs with beautiful ideas, couched in sweet
language. _ 2

QAT QAR ¥ | g 999 TAA-I0S q4r 9
Jiora} A T FOHST A | I FAS  GIORA
qgfa |gr wAz@a #§ @raaam w@d@ T geEd
A Fac vt Fur 2 R T geET wraaw sgower &
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sofléga seoru wildle e &eoreueed Gu. i
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Goddess of all Learning! The peacock dances in
ecstasy on the approach of showers. So also You
rejoice when poets rain showers of song of deep thinking
and clear expression. Whon shall I experience the
beauty of Tamil, the\crysbaliine nectar that You can
bestow ? When shall I immerse myself in the ocean of
Your Grace ? 3

sy |IEA XA | AgT A=A S T S
& 30T QF AT FAF L) I 2w gA Ay A1
& uitgel &Y WAt & = FE azt aEt & efger
AFT TqY WINH 33:’1( guma AT AU Srana
T 2 9w § afas A & S¥rgaquittes A
I 1A FEI A 7T # geard s F gar w0 @gg

A FIG N %
ST&EG L gnieu cgusm@@g:ruldsg 56i)6197u./@ Q&rp
Fenaul Gmir

uré&@Gw QUGS Lewi S Siher euriie_ mrmH
' &L G5
B ss55ey Qewnsllps Qeoeuws @ srevriQes
6kl sfl ot

Er&EGE FhE&nrs s Co Faa seorereedGu. &

Goddess of all Learning! Ocean of Mercy ! "You
rest on the graceful tongues (lips) of poets and preserve
the sea of Sanskrit scholarship and the rich heritage of
Tamil songs. May you grant that I become proficient:
in the deep and varied branches ot Learning! May
You grant me the gift of singing felicitous songs ! 4
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Goddess of all Learning! You rest, as on the lotus
throne, on the tongue (lips) and the heart of Brahma,
the Creator whose banner depicts the Swan which rests
on the lotus with the long stalk. Your beautiful soft
lotus feet are painted with rouge. Cannot those lotus
feet bloom in the cool waters of my heart ? 5

FHFIEAE awead) ¥t ga @fgr qnewal
FegT Y AU SHT 29T F AT FGAV SV | T H AN
S & & forg & W R W9 PR AT IF FAS W
BUsAE ted ¥ gRR GET WAE T FAS
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Goddess of all Learning! You pervade every-
thing : You pervade the Vedas, the five elements,
namely, ether, air, fire, water and the earth; You
fill the vision and the hearts of Your devotees. Grant
me this boon; make me proficient in all the arts when-
ever 1 wish. Make me proficient in music, in dance,
in learning and in singing sweet poems. ' 6
ga=YAr geadr ¥ | gA Agi # saTH Zr | ga
gudy, W@, @, g A AR d & g Er| ge
AGX aH F gFA AT =fuAT Fr afogor Ty v |
gir o1 72 T0grA Y 0% # 97 orwE av 91 wIraid
aftglr &Y W | gE T WA H, A H @A & &
Q3T FIAAT W § qATgA FJATAT 1 %
url@w Qureasw Qurerrp QuUrahs Sith Liw gy
@ weor LT O
g Qb Uy Blar SoLGseRTed srujers. O meor®
- Q Grewor_ir

G on 5% & sbp s Sbur w@ogm @,567956@11)

@ 650 63T LD
sr__@waer Garr s CulL. Fse ser
el B, er
Goddess of all Learning! Like the white Swan
which separates water from milk, You also show dis-
g :
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crimination in approving of the songs sung by "poets.
Grant me your benign look; vouchsafe unto me this
boon that all song, meaning of song and the goal of all
singing, namely, righteousness, wealth and happiness '
be integrated in my life. 7

Piwadr aceadr 30t ! gu ga 5@ 9z Qe @k
e i 3% wwar ® osar wwe g o wfEal
shraret o fa¥w wcdraY) ge gE AwwA garEn
T FA G SO Z@ &l AT oeET gIiwmd wEt
faad § 97 mAt A, 9ak @d A AT I IFT A
A T TG A@E F AT Q GGG E AH FqAH
=Y G , 9
QeFredall p LIGT AP LA ST o apEE® 65 OF e aaree
B0l S S Wb Sb Slg- O &TeT auriisen ()& er@h
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Goddess of all Learning! You are the Giver of
the supreme everlasting wealth, namely the imperishable
wealth of wisdom through learning. The Goddess of
wealth, Lakshmi, who has her ‘abode in the red lotus
cannot bestow this wealth. Grant me eloquence of
tongue, skill of attending to many things simul -
taneously, and the art of singing gooed songs. Grant -
me this boon and make me Your servant. - 8

afaaray avafa sqfaqra Ear &y 3 gR g%
wRT QA S AN XN WS &Y S AT F 98 Qar g
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Goddess of Learning! The female elephant and
the queen swan are celebrated for the beauty of their
gait. But they pale into insignificance before the
graceful gait of Your lotus feet. You are the manifest
Form- of True Wisdom that pervades all word and
thought. Who can comprehend You ? 9

Faaty g aEad 3 ! afady o dfar
N
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Goddess of all Learning! There are myriads of
gods and celestial beings like the Creator. But is there
one to equal you? Grant me this boon that all
monarchs, who rule over the earth, bow unto me the
moment I sing my poems. 10

TES A faaar Qsady GEadr Ty | o Ry I
Far § A9 9 S aar T | 9 A o o gl
FAAFT FT AR T | g | a0 AT 97 ¢ w0 fr e
QAT e GOmer F FKEFAC TG AE A Fw@0
AT, S gEAT 9T qrEd £ D A AR g arlar 0

a
|
Nt FRER @, afie wE.

English Translation by Sri. M. Arunachalam M.A. ‘1

FE'E"T AFAT;—B. D. Jain, M. A. Professor, Dept. of Philoso)

Hindu University, Benares.
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47 4 whon when
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