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INTRODUCTION

After the advent of ‘Sanga Kala’ several varieties of poetry
appeared in Tamil literature. One of such is called ‘Antadi’. A
description of this Antadi has been given in the first part of this book.

This second part of * Antadi-k~kottu® consists of eleven pieces :

Palani~p-Patirru~p— Pattantadi
Mayilscala~t-tantadi

Tillai Yamaka Vantadi

Tiruttax}ikai Vegbﬁ, Vantidi

Tiruccendir Nirottaka Yamakavantadi
Tiruvaraﬁga—t—tantidi
Tirukadanmallai~p— Pattirru-p- Pattantadi
- Tirumalis’ai~p~Patirru-p-Pattantadi
Tiruvevval Patirru-p-Pattantadi

Palaiya Svamigal Patirru—-p-Pattantidi and
11, Cittira Veqbé, Vantadi
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1. Palani-p-Pattirru-p-Pattantadi

This is in praise of Lord Muruka who is the presiding deity of
the temple at Palani. This place is said to be one of the six pro-
minent places of Murukan.

This piece of composition consists of ten individual pieces of ten
verses each-as behoves Patirru-p-Pattantadi. The style is quite simple
and stresses the necessity of offering prayers to Him for salvation.

The name of the author is however not known. Thisis based on a
paper manuscript bearing No. R 572. This was transcribed in 1923-24
from a manuscript of Sri Velukumara Pillai of Palani.

2. Mayilacala-t-tantadi

This is sung in praise of Lord Muruka of ‘ Mayilam’ in South
Arcot District which is mentioned by S8'd Arunagirinathar in his

¢ Thiruppugal ’. Mayilacala—t-tantadi contains one hundred verses

all in ¢ Kattalai-k-Kaliturai ’. The author stresses the need for offer~
ing prayers to Him if one wishes to be freed from worldly ties.
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This is based on two palm leaf manuscripts described under
Nos. D 1667 and 1668 respectively.

The author is §'fi Cinnaiya Degikar who hailed from ‘Poykai-p~
Pakkam® This much has been gleaned from his work and those of
his son and grandson Paccaiyappa Upaidhyayar and Sabbapati

Upadhyayar respectively.

3. Tillai Yamaka Antadi,

Cidambaram is one of the holiest of holy places. Saivaite Saints
have praised the Lord Natardja of Cidambaram. There has been an
unique adoration and admiration for the Lord Nataraja and
ofivakamasundari. Many are the poems in His praise.

The present piece is composed in Kattalai-k-Kalitturai, a special
feature of which is the intricacy of the usage of ‘yamakam »
throughout. The same word appearing at several points in a poem
with different meanings is the peculiarity of ¢ yamakam °.

The author of the work is not known. This is however different
from the work of Mahavidvan Minakgisundaram Pillai which bears
the same name. Only 77 poems are available now out of the 100.

This work is based on two palm leaf manuscripts preserved under
"Nos. R. 348 (a) and 2704 respectively. In the palm leaf manuscript
No. R 2704 which was presented by Sri K. Shanmugam of Kumara-
kuppam, South Arcot district in 1951-52, a note is found at the end
of the last poem that the next 23 poems are not available. In R 348
(2) which was purchased from Sri C. V. Jambulingam Pillai of
Tirumayilai, the first twenty-five poems and the poems from 45 to 76

are found.

4. Tiruttanikai Venbs Antadi

Lord Muruka is the deity of the famous Tiruttapi and this piece
is in His praise.

This Antadi is sung in the style of Vepba and is very delightful
and lucid. The last two lines in each Vepba contain Yamaka.

The author is unknown,

This is based on a palm leaf manuscript preserved in this
Library under No. D 255.
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5. Tiruccendir Nirsitaka Yamaka Antadi.

This is also in praise of Lord Muruka of Tiruccendir which is
one of the six prime resorts of Lord Muruka. Several songs have
been sung in His praise.

The songs are so composed as to exclude the use of lips. This
peculiarity is called ¢ Nirdttakam ”. All of them form Kaitalai-k—~
kalitturai.

The first 35 songs have been sung by Sfivaprakiya Svimigal
of Turaimangalam. He was a great poet and had beea very famous
in his time which was about 250 years age. He is the author of
Nalvar Nanmagpi Malai, S'ivaprakdgam, Tarukka Paribbasai,
Palamalai Antadi, Vedznta Cadamagi, Prabhulinga lilai, Siddhanta
Sikamani etc. He passed away at the very young age of 32. Of the
35 songs, the first 30 bave already been printed. Since the manus-
cript in the Library contains 35 songs attributed to kim, all of them
bave been printed now,

The other 65 songs were sung by one Cinnaiyan, Probably it is
the Cinnaiya Degikar who has sung ¢ Mayilacalattantadi’. Whoever
it is, there is no doubt that he too was a very great poet.

This is based on four palm leaf manuscripts described under
Nos. 1644, 1645, 1646 and 1647.

6. Tiruvaranga-t-tantadi.

Lord S'ri Rarigandtha is the presiding deity of S'firangam,
which is acclaimed to be the greatest of the holy temples and the
deity is The Holy Divinity, considered to be the family god of
§'ri Rdma - an incarnation of Mahi Viggu. Al the Alvirs and many
eminent and great scholars have tepeatedly sung in praise of
8’11 Rahganatha and His Divine Consort Rapganayaki,

The present work consists of 100 verses and all of them are
replete with sincere and straight advice to pray S'rf Ranganatha,
The style is magnificent, very scholarly and majestic.

The author is the much renowned Pillai-p-Perumal Ayyangar®.
His original name is Alagiya Mapavija Diasar. He was born at
Tirumapgai in ¢ Cola Dasa” and is a very great scholar and a poet
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of his time. He has eariched the Tamil literature by his works which
are called “ Asta~p-prabandham , He lived about 700 years ago and

a few striking incidents in his life have been given in the Tamil intro-
duction to this volume.

There is a commentary for this Antddi which is written by
Tirukurukai-p- Perumal Kavirdyar ” of Alvar Tirunagari. An
eminent scholar, he has ably brought out the high lights of the ori-
ginal piece. The commentries for verses 20 and 47 were not avai-
lable here but the Tanjore Maharaja Sarfoji’s Sarasvati Mabal Lib-
sary of Tanjore obliged us by giving the same from their collection.

This is based on two palm leaf manuscripts preserved in this
Library under Nos. D. 256 and R. 422 (c) respectively. The manuscript
bearing No. D, 256 contains verses beginning from 54 to 100 with
commentary., The other manuscript bearing No. R 422 (c) contains
commentary to verses 1-64 and 92-100. This was presented to the
library in 1919-20 by Alarm@lmangammangir, wife of Govinda-
cariyar, Melattirumaligai of Tiruvaymoli~p-Pillai, Alvar Tirunagari.

Though this Antaddi is in print, the commentary is quite
new and hence the original together with the commentry is
now published.

7. Tiru-k-kadanmallai-p- Pattirru-p- Pattandadi.

Tiru-k-kadanmallai — popularly known as Mahabalipuram - is
one of the 108 “ Divya Dasas” of the Vaignava lore. One of the
Alvars — Bhiata-t-talvar — was born here.

The verses are quite simple, fine and touch the heart. It is evi-
dent the author is a very great devotee of Mahavigpu. Itis printed
with a Pada urai.

The author is Sti Varadarajappillai of Paiyanir. It appears the
commentary was also written by him. He seems to be of very recent
times.

. This is based on a paper manuscript preserved in this Library
under No. R 2 (a) and has been ftranscribed from a manuscript
of Paiyanir Varadarsjappillai of Mahabalipuram in the year 1910-11.
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8. Tirumalis'ai-p~ Patirru-p- Pattantsdi

Tirumaligai is a famous village in Chingleput district and is the
birth place of one of the Alvars “ Tirumaligai Alvar”. The presiding
deity at the templeis §'ri Jagannatha. The Antadi sings in His praise.

This Antadi is published with commentary and the author is
§'ri Varadargja Pillai of Paiyanir—identical with the author of
Tirukadanmallai-p- Patirru-p~ Pattantidi. This is based on a paper
manpuscript described under No. R 2 (b). This was transcribed in
the year 1910-11, from one Paiyanir Varadarzja Pillai of
Mahabalipuram.

9. Tiruvevvul Patirru-p- Pattantadi

Tiruvevvul - more popularly called ~ Tiruvellore, is one of the
108 Vaignava *Sthalas™. The present piece is sung in praise of
Lord Viraraghava who is the presiding deity.

The Antadi and its commentary now published are by
S'ri Varadardja Pillai of Paiyanir. Both are lucid and simple.
This is based on a paper manuscript preserved in this Library, under
No. R 2 (¢). This was transcribed in 1920-11, from a manuscript of
Paiyantr Varadaraja Pillai of Mahabalipuram.

10. Palaiya Sviamigal Patirru-p- Pattantadi.

This piece of Antadi is sung in praise of S'ri Slivajiina Palaiya
Svamigal of Bommapuram Adinam (Mayilam). The author seems
to be the same Paiyanar Varadarija Pillai referred to earlier, and
evidently is greatly devoted to Palaiyasvamigal. In fact the
author describes the Svamigal as an incarnation of Lord Sfiva.

This is based on a paper manuscript preserved in this Library
uader No. R 2(d) and the original manuscript was transcribed from
a manusciipt of Paiyanar Varadarija Pillai of Mahabalipuram in
1910-11.

11. Cittira Venba Antadi

This is an exposition of Saiva Vedanta principles and consists
of 29 stanzas - all in Vepba style. The author is not known.

This is based on a palm leaf manuscript preserved in the Gevern-
ment Oriental Manuscripts Library under No, D 1797,
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We have more or less based our publication on single manus-
cripts available to us in our Library. During the course of
printing, errors might have crept unwittingly. Such of the errors
found out by us have been appended in an * Errata ’.

Special mention should be made of, and our thanks are due to,
the authorities of Maharaja Sarfsji’s Sarasvati Mahal Library,
Tanjore who have so kindly given us the missing commentary in
Tiruvaranga-t-tantadi.

My thanks are also due to Vidvan V, S. Krishnan, Tamil Pandit
of this Library who prepared the Press copy and corrected the proofs
and to THE NURI PREsS L1p,, for their neat execution.

Government Oriental Manuscripts T. Chandrasekharan
_ Library, Madras, M.A.,,L.T.,
13-10-1958. J Curator,
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