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UP‘#‘*—ER LIM!T OF THE FAITH........

We have got a wonderful Yakshagana Literature from

the pen of Gnanaprakasa, son of Vellikkandappaiyar.

Flourished in 19th Century A.D., this musical work,
furnishes us Tamil Music Songs suitable to stages of that

period.

Tamil land 1s the birthplace of drama. Acting of

characters was an innate quality of Tamils.

Cultivation, hunting, fishing, weaving, carpentary,

blacksmithy are some of the basic fi/eids necessary for the
/

origin of drama. Undoubtedly Tgm’il soil was full of these

activities from time immemorial.

In Tolkappiyam we have a separate chapter called

"Meyppattiyal’ which is nothing but a basic quality for acting.

The navarasa concept spoken in Sanskrit was born
only from Tamils’ ‘Meyppadu’,
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If we observe keeniy people working in fields cutting
trees, making iron or wood pieces, we can find some sort of
drama in their activities, Song, dialogue, comedy,‘ music etc
which are wanted for a planned drama or Kuththu can be

enjoyed by us.

Actually, very fine humour and good sattire of the

Tamils have not seen the stage so far.

Playwright‘s have succeeded only in depiciting

certain qualities of Tamils’ in regard to their skills of rendering

rasas or bhavas.

Playing on musical instruments was assigned to
certain communities ‘like Banar, etc even in Sangam Age in
Tamil Nadu. In otherwords, particular community was so
fascinated to music that they could not think otherthing even
for calling. Isai Vellalar was another such community in
TamilNadu. -

‘Deva dhundubi’ is nothing but Tamils’ ‘Urumi Melam’.
The word ‘deva’ denotes its elevated sound. Incidentally,

‘devas’ mentioned in puranas were noneother than Tamils.
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Nurturing of music on Tamil land by Saivaites and

Vaishnavites can not be ignored at this juncture.

Thevaram is really a mine of Tamil ragas and thalas.

The ragas of Thirunavakkarasar (7th C. A.D.},
Thiruganana Sambandar {(7th C. A.D.) and Sundarar {(9th C.

A.D.) cannot be wiped out from the minds of Tamils.

Ramanujar (11th C. A.D.}) made it a practice of singing
Divaprabhandas in Vaishnava temples. Till date this has been

followed by Vaishnavaites.

Coming to our present text, was the action of

Siruththondar an imagination? or, Was it true?

Yes! it was true!

Killing of his own son by Siruththondar may have

happened actually.

Manu Neethic Chozhan sacrificed his own son
Veedividangan. It was also a true fact.
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These all denote their extreme faith in their

concerned philosophies.

So, this 1s the glorious backdrop of this Yakshagana.

I am indebted to Thiru. Natana Kasinathan, Director,
Department of Archaeology, Chennai - 600 113. in all sorts of

his help and advice in this publication.

Yours,

Dr. S. SOUNDARAPANDIAN
M.A., M.A., B.Ed., Dip. Skt., Ph.D.,
Curator,
G.0.M.L.,
Chennai - 600 005.
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